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March 18, 2024 

 
DETERMINATION OF NO EFFECT 

 
TO ALL INTERESTED AGENCIES AND PUBLIC GROUPS: 

 
Pursuant to the environmental assessment requirements of 31 Texas Administrative Code 
(TAC) § 363.14 and 363.16, the Texas Water Development Board (TWDB) has determined 
that the proposed action identified below may be exempted from comprehensive 
environmental review requirements: 
 

City of Taylor, Williamson County, Texas 
TWDB FIF Category 2 Project No. 40198 
Drainage Mitigation Project, 
Travis Street and Franklin Street Roadside Channelization and Culvert 
Improvements 
Total Financing Amount: $5,988,044 
Commitment Nos. G1001553 and L1001552 
 

The City of Taylor (City) is proposing to use $5,988,044 in funding from the Flood 
Infrastructure Fund (FIF) Program for the Drainage Mitigation Project. The City has 
identified two specific locations within the city limits that have experienced significant 
repetitive flooding events over the past decade during periods of heavy rainfall. Each 
situation has been documented by citizen complaints along with photographs of damage 
that occurred because of the flooding. The proposed Drainage Mitigation Project, which 
will mitigate flood risk and reduce property damage in the two areas, consists of the Travis 
Street and Franklin Street roadside channelization and culvert improvements project and 
the Donna channel regional detention pond and infrastructure project, the latter of which 
is a joint project between the TWDB and Texas General Land Office (GLO). 
 
This Determination of No Effect (DNE) is for the proposed Travis Street and Franklin Street 
roadside channelization and culvert improvements project component, which is solely 
funded by the TWDB FIF Program; is a single and complete project that could be 
constructed absent the construction of other proposed project components; and does not 
depend on other proposed project components. The proposed Donna channel regional 
detention pond and infrastructure project component is also part of an associated but 
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separate project, for which the GLO is also providing federal funding from the Community 
Development Block Grant Program. The GLO’s Finding of No Significant Impact (FNSI) for 
the proposed Bull Branch Detention/Donna channel and Mustang Creek 
Detention/Drainage project, approved on September 28, 2023, includes the proposed 
Donna channel regional detention pond and infrastructure project component. The GLO’s 
federal environmental review process, conducted in support of the FNSI, fulfills the 
environmental assessment requirements of 31 TAC § 363.14, with one exception. The City 
is required to coordinate with the Texas Parks and Wildlife Department (TPWD), Wildlife 
Habitat Assessment Program to ensure that the proposed Donna channel regional 
detention pond and infrastructure project complies with Texas Parks and Wildlife Code. 
Therefore, as it relates to the proposed Donna channel regional detention pond and 
infrastructure project, the TWDB will issue a separate environmental finding, an 
Environmental Determination, to adopt the GLO’s FNSI after the City’s agency 
coordination with the TPWD is complete. 
 
Travis Street and Franklin Street form a loop road south of West 2nd Street that primarily 
serves residential homes and a few small businesses. Streets on both blocks are in poor 
condition and they are sloped so that local drainage is directed into ditches on the west 
side of Franklin Street and east side of Travis Street. These ditches have a small and 
inconsistent cross section and cross driveways through 12-inch corrugated metal pipe 
(CMP) culverts, many of which are clogged with debris. The ditches outlet as overland flow 
to a tributary of Mustang Creek. 
 
According to historical records, public input on local flooding, and a flood assessment of 
the local 25-year flood inundation conducted by a City consultant in 2016, Travis Street 
and Franklin Street experience ponding from inadequate roadside ditches that generally 
drain south to the drainage ditch along the railroad track. The ponding and overland flow 
from the 25-year flood analysis inundate yards along Travis Street and Franklin Street and 
impact some residential homes along Franklin Street. 
 
The purpose of the proposed Travis Street and Franklin Street roadside channelization and 
culvert improvements project is to increase the capacity of the storm drainage system in 
this area; alleviate ponding along Travis Street and Franklin Street during larger storm 
events; and reduce private property flood concerns along Travis Street and Franklin Street. 
 
The proposed Travis Street and Franklin Street roadside channelization and culvert 
improvements project consists of the following components, totaling approximately 710 
linear feet of storm drainpipe system, 1,230 linear feet of roadside ditch improvements, 30 
culvert improvements, 8 grate inlets, and 2 outfall structures with erosion protection: 
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• Re-grading the roadside ditches along Travis Street and Franklin Street and upsizing 

all existing CMP culverts beneath sidewalks and driveways to meet the current City 
standard of 18 inches 

• Constructing an 18- and 24-inch storm drain system underneath the improved 
roadside ditches on the west side of Travis Street and Franklin Street, including 
eight 3-foot by 3-foot grate inlets to capture roadside ditch flow into the proposed 
underlying storm drain system 

• Repaving existing asphalt road sections along Travis Street, Franklin Street, and 1st 
Street and grading the asphalt to drain toward the proposed improved roadside 
ditches 
 

The proposed Franklin Street and Travis Street systems will outfall to the railroad track 
drainage ditch south of 1st Street. Rock riprap will be required for erosion protection at 
both storm drainage outfalls. The re-grading of roadside ditches will aid in conveying flow 
toward the proposed storm drain system that will outfall to the railroad track drainage 
ditch. In addition, a Stormwater Pollution Prevention Plan will be prepared using standard 
erosion and sediment control best management practices (BMP), such as rock berms and 
erosion logs for temporary BMPs and erosion matting and grass seeding for permanent 
stabilization measures. 
 
The TWDB cannot fund testing, remediation, removal, disposal, or related works for 
contaminated or potentially contaminated materials. However, the City should ensure 
that, if found, such materials are tested, removed, and disposed of in accordance with 
applicable state and federal laws. 
 
To ensure that there will be no adverse environmental impacts associated with the 
construction of the proposed project, the City coordinated with the Texas Historical 
Commission (THC). In a letter dated October 17, 2023 (THC Tracking No. 202400682), the 
THC stated that no historic properties are present or affected by the project as proposed. 
The proposed project will not impact waters of the United States, including wetlands; is not 
in the 100-year floodplain, as delineated by the Federal Emergency Management Agency; 
and is not expected to impact threatened or endangered species or habitat. 
 
The decision to grant a DNE is allowed because the specified project elements should not 
cause significant adverse impacts to the quality of the environment. Documentation 
supporting this determination is on file at the TWDB. 
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This determination shall be revoked if it is found that 
 

(1) the project no longer meets the requirements for categorical exclusion from 
comprehensive environmental review as a result of changes in the project; 

(2) the project involves extraordinary circumstances as described in 31 TAC § 363.14; 
or 

(3) the project may violate or has violated federal, state, local, or tribal laws. 
 

The proposed project must comply with the following Standard Environmental Conditions: 
 

• No activity that may affect properties listed or properties eligible for listing in the 
National Register of Historic Places or eligible for designation as a State 
Archeological Landmark is authorized until the City of Taylor (City) has complied 
with the provisions of the National Historic Preservation Act and the Antiquities 
Code of Texas. 
 
The City has previously coordinated with the appropriate agencies, and impacts on 
known cultural or archeological deposits have been avoided or mitigated. However, 
the Contractor may encounter unanticipated cultural or archeological deposits 
during construction.  
 
If archeological sites or historic structures that may qualify for designation as a 
State Archeological Landmark according to the criteria in 13 Texas Administrative 
Code Chapter 26, or that may be eligible for listing on the National Register of 
Historic Places in accordance with 36 CFR Part 800, are discovered after 
construction operations are begun, the Contractor shall immediately cease 
operations in that particular area and notify the City, the Texas Water Development 
Board (TWDB), and the Texas Historical Commission. The Contractor shall take 
reasonable steps to protect and preserve the discoveries until they have been 
inspected by the City’s representative and the TWDB. The City will promptly 
coordinate with the State Historic Preservation Officer and any other appropriate 
agencies to obtain any necessary approvals or permits to enable the work to 
continue. The Contractor shall not resume work in the area of the discovery until 
authorized to do so by the City. 
 

• No activity is authorized that is likely to jeopardize the continued existence of a 
threatened or endangered species as listed or proposed for listing under the Federal 
Endangered Species Act (ESA), and/or the State of Texas Parks and Wildlife Code on 
Endangered Species, or to destroy or adversely modify the habitat of such species.  
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If a threatened or endangered species is encountered during construction, the 
Contractor shall immediately cease work in the area of the encounter and notify the 
City, who will immediately implement actions in accordance with the ESA and 
applicable State statutes. These actions shall include reporting the encounter to 
the TWDB, the U. S. Fish and Wildlife Service, and the Texas Parks and Wildlife 
Department, obtaining any necessary approvals or permits to enable the work to 
continue, or implementing other mitigation actions. The Contractor shall not 
resume construction in the encounter area until authorized by the City. 

 
Comments regarding this determination may be submitted to the Director of Regional 
Water Project Development, Texas Water Development Board, P.O. Box 13231, Austin, 
Texas 78711-3231 or via email at rwpd-environmental@twdb.texas.gov. 
 
Sincerely,  
 
 
 
T. Clay Schultz, Ph.D., Director 
Regional Water Project Development 
 
 
Enclosure 
        
 
 

mailto:rwpd-environmental@twdb.texas.gov
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