
 
   

P.O. Box 13231, 1700 N. Congress Ave. 
Austin, TX 78711-3231, www.twdb.texas.gov 
Phone (512) 463-7847, Fax (512) 475-2053 

 

Our Mission 
 

To provide leadership, information, education, and 
support for planning, financial assistance, and 
outreach for the conservation and responsible 

development of water for Texas 
 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . 

 

Board Members 
 

Peter M. Lake, Chairman │ Kathleen Jackson, Board Member │Brooke T. Paup, Board Member 

 
 
Jeff Walker, Executive Administrator 

 

TO:  Board Members 
 
THROUGH: Jeff Walker, Executive Administrator 
 
FROM: Todd Chenoweth, General Counsel 
  Jessica Zuba, DEA, Water Supply & Infrastructure 
  Kimberly Rhodes, State Programs Coordinator, Program Administration 
 
DATE:  June 17, 2019 
 
SUBJECT: Economically Distressed Areas Program – Contract between the Texas Water 

Development Board, the Texas Commission on Environmental Quality, and 
the Texas Department of State Health Services 

 
 
ACTION REQUESTED 
Authorize the Executive Administrator to execute a contract with the Texas Commission on 
Environmental Quality and the Texas Department of State Health Services for the 
completion of public health nuisance determination surveys related to financial assistance 
through the Economically Distressed Areas Program. 
 
BACKGROUND 
The Economically Distressed Areas Program (EDAP) provides both loan and grant 
financing to eligible entities and projects. The typical EDAP project receives assistance 
consisting of a loan and grant in a ratio determined by several factors established in the 
agency’s rules. In accordance with Section 17.933 of the Texas Water Code, the amount of 
grant funding provided may not exceed 50 percent of the project’s total EDAP financial 
assistance unless the Texas Department of State Health Services (DSHS) determines that a 
public health nuisance exists in the proposed project area. 
 
DSHS currently conducts public health nuisance surveys at the request of the TWDB during 
the review of EDAP financial assistance applications in accordance with an existing 
contract. The cost of the surveys is reimbursed by TWDB and Texas Commission on 
Environmental Quality (TCEQ) on a 50/50 cost share basis. 
 
CONTRACT REVISIONS 
The attached draft contract incorporates the following revisions: 

• New effective date of September 1, 2019. 
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• Updated DSHS and TCEQ contact information, DSHS signee, and TCEQ contract 
number. 

• Updated Texas Water Code 17.933(b) references in Section II #4 and in the 
background section of Exhibit A. 

 
The draft contract does not revise the total amount that may be reimbursed to DSHS. In 
accordance with the Appropriations Act rider for DSHS, the amount of reimbursements 
may not exceed a total of $125,000 per agency for the biennium. 
 
TIMELINE 
If the Board adopts this recommendation, the contract would be executed prior to its 
effective date of September 1, 2019. It automatically renews for the second year of the 
biennium, which would extend the contract period through August 31, 2021. The agencies 
will review and renew the contract every two years. 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
The EA recommends that the Board authorize the execution of the attached contract with 
the TCEQ and DSHS covering the public health nuisance surveys for EDAP, with the ability 
to make minor revisions that do not alter the underlying content. 
 
Attachment: 1 - DRAFT Interagency Cooperation Contract between the TWDB, TCEQ, and 
  DSHS 
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