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Today’s Topics

Part A. General Overview
e Purpose of Environmental Review
e Federal versus State Funded Programs
e Application review of project information
e Determination of type of review

Part B. Categorical Exclusion (CE)
e Definitions
o Eligibility
* Proposed amendments to CE and extraordinary circumstances
e Examples of CE projects
e (Question/Answer Session

Part C. Environmental Information Document (EID)
e EID and FNSI Definitions
e Overview of Texas Administrative Code and WRRDA Amendments
e Project Timeline
» Review of specific sections of the EID template
e (Question/Answer Session
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A - Acquisition

C - Construction

CE - Categorical Exclusion

CWSREF - Clean Water State Revolving Fund

D - Design

DFUND - Texas Water Development Fund
DNE - Determination of No Effect

DWSREF - Drinking Water State Revolving Fund
EDAP - Economically Distressed Areas Program
EDF - Environmental Data Form

EFR - Engineering Feasibility Report

EID - Environmental Information Document
EIS - Environmental Impact Statement

EPA - Environmental Protection Agency

FNSI - Finding of No Significant Impact

NEPA - National Environmental Policy Act
RWATF - Rural Water Assistance Fund

Texas Water
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Common Acronyms/Abbreviations

SP - State Participation

SWIFT - State Water Implementation Fund for
Texas

TAC - Texas Administrative Code

TCEQ - Texas Commission on Environmental
Quality

THC - Texas Historical Commission

TPWD - Texas Parks and Wildlife Department
TWDB - Texas Water Development Board

USFWS - United States Fish and Wildlife
Service

USGS - United States Geological Survey

WIID - Water Information Integration &
Dissemination

WRRDA - Water Resources Reform and
Development Act of 2014



Part A: General Environmental
Review Process
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Why do we do environmental reviews?

* “to ensure that the proposed project will comply with the applicable local,
state, and federal laws and regulations relating to the identification of the
environmental impacts of a proposed project and the necessary steps
required to avoid, minimize and, if necessary, mitigate such impacts”

* Federal funds (DWSRF & CWSRF) are under the administration of the
U.S. EPA, which delegates the distribution of these funds in Texas to the
TWDB. We must meet all EPA requirements for the disbursement of these
funds including compliance with the NEPA.

 State funds must meet the requirements of the State of Texas as per Texas
Administrative Code for financial funding (31 TAC Chapter 363).

Texas Water
Development Board
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nd Federal Fu;ding Programs

State Water Implementation Fund for Texas (SWIFT)

Economically Distressed Areas Program(EDAP)
» Texas Water Development Fund (DFund)

Rural Water Assistance Fund (RWAF)

State Participation Program (SP)

Clean Water State Revolving Fund (CWSRF)

Federal Drinking Water State Revolving Fund (DWSRF)

»

Projects funded through these programs must comply with NEPA

Texas Water — 6
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= Key Application Elements for

Environmental Reviews

A good, clear, specific description of
the project.

. A good, clear, specific description of Qualifies
the project’s location. fora CE?

Determination of
. A clear USGS topographic map with the type of
project area overlain and all proposed environmental

project components clearly denoted. review

Requires
full

. A specific amount in your budget for review?

environmental review/services.

. A project schedule.

Texas Water —
Development Board



Qualifies for a CE or DNE

If the application includes a statement that the project should
qualify for a categorical exclusion, then we will send a CE Request
form to be completed by the applicant.

If the project qualifies, we issue a CE (federal funds) or a DNE (State funds)
preferably prior to loan commitment.

Additional requirements federal programs:
CE must be published in a local newspaper
Provide TWDB with the publishers affidavit and tear sheet

If CE is issued after loan commitment, an Affirmation of the original
commitment is required. (Adds ~ 2 months)

Texas Water
Development Board



Part B: Categorical Exclusions CE/DNE
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Categorical Exclusion (CE/DNE) — Definition

Categorical Exclusion:

Exclusion from a full environmental review

For federal funding, a CE is available for categories of actions that have been
identified by the EPA not to have significant adverse effects on the quality of
the human environment either individually or cumulatively

Federal Programs: Categorical Exclusion (CE)

State Programs: Determination of No Effect (DNE) - This is the State version
of a CE

Texas Water = 10
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Categorical Exclusion — Proposed amendments

to CE and extraordinary circumstances

Purpose of amendments: Update and clarify

Changes:

Broaden CE criteria:

> Projects that affect the degree of treatment may qualify. In the past, any change
automatically disqualified a project fora CE.

> Construction of minor ancillary facilities located on or directly adjacent to existing
properties.

Modify the information that applicants must provide to qualify for a categorical
exclusion (CE request form)

Amendments relating to the issuance of categorical exclusions:
* Chapter 371, Drinking Water State Revolving Fund, §371.42,

* Chapter 375, Clean Water State Revolving Fund, Subchapter E,
 Division 1, §375.52, (State projects)
 Division 2, §375.62, (Federal projects)

Texas Water = I
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Not all projects will Types of projects that qualify
qualify for a Types of projects that don’t qualify
Categorical Extraordinary circumstances that disqualify
Exclusion projects

Types of projects that qualify for a CE include
the following actions on existing systems:

involve upgrades that are minor
minor expansion of system capacity

rehabilitation or functional replacement of existing
system and system components

the construction of new minor ancillary facilities
located on or directly adjacent to existing facilities

Texas Water —
Development Board
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/(Eategorical Exclusion (CE) Criteria

Disqualifying Criteria:

* new or relocated discharges to surface or ground water

result in the substantial increase in the volume or the
loading of a pollutant to the receiving water

will serve a population 30% greater than the existing
population

not supported by the state or other regional growth plan or
strategy

involve or relate to upgrading or extending infrastructure
for future development

Texas Water — 3
Development Board
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~__Extraordinary-Circumstances for (CE)- e

Extraordinary circumstances may become known at any time during the planning, design or

construction and may disqualify a project from receiving a CE, or if discovered after planning is
completed, may cause a CE to be revoked.

Potentially significant adverse environmental impacts on the quality of
the human environment and protected natural resources:

threatened or endangered species or their

critical habitat air quality

pattern and type of land use or growth and

natural landmarks or any property with distribution of population
nationally significant historic, architectural,
prehistoric, archeological, or cultural value cause significant public controversy

tural h tland conflict with federal, state, or local
LLTE SRS CHEE I EIAL EOMISR LGRS government, or federally-recognized Indian
floodplains, significant agricultural lands tribe environmental resource-protection, or

(prime farmland), aquifer recharge zones, land-use laws or regulations
coastal zones, barrier islands, wild and scenic
rivers, and significant fish or wildlife habitat

effects on any community, including minority
communities, low-income communities, or
federally-recognized Indian tribal
communities

Texas Water 7 ”
Development Board



Step 1: Submit Application

Step 2: TWDB determines
project might be eligible for a
CE and emails client a CE
request form.

Step 3: Client fills out form
and submits to TWDB.

Step 4: TWDB makes final
determination and issues a
CE/DNE.

Texas Water
Development Board

ategorical Exclusion Request Form

I(?ATEGORI(‘AL EXCLUSION /
DETERMINATION OF NO EFFECT
REQUEST FORM

TO BE SUBMITTED DURING THE PLANNING PHASE OF THE PROJECT

What is a Categorical Exclusion?

Categories of actions which do not individually, cumulatively over time, or in conjunction with other
Federal, State, local or private actions have a significant adverse effect on the quality of the human
environment may qualify for a Categorical Exclusion (CE) from a full environmental review. Fora
project to be eligible for a CE, it generally relates to existing infrastructure which is either (1) a sewer
collection network and treatment system; (2) a system to collect, treat, store and distribute drinking

water: or (3) a stormwater system (including combined sewer overflow system).

Table 1. General Categories of Projects That Qualify for a CE/DNE

Minor actions relating to an existing infrastructure system (a sewer collection network and treatment

system; a system to collect, treat, store and distribute drinking water; or a stormwater or combined sewer

system) may qualify for a CE/DNE. Answer 1 to 3.

1. Is the project for minor upgrade or minor expansion of system capacity?

This may include, but is not limited to: minor extensions of sanitary sewers, force mains and

drinking water extensions of the existing system to primarily serve existing development:
stormwater detention pond and retention pond cleaning and dredging or minor storage
increase or culvert upgrades.

[] vYes

|:|N0

Table 2. Excluding Factors

1. Project will involve new or relocated discharges to surface or ground water

] Yes
] No

Table 3. Extraordinary Circumstances That Disallow a CE

1. The action is known or expected to have a significant effect on the quality of the
human environment, either individually or cumulatively over time.

[ Yes
I:‘ No

Project Specific Questions:

Ol b
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For federal funds only:

* Step 5: Client publishes CE in a
local newspaper and provides
publishers affidavit and tear sheet.

» Step 6 (if CE is not issued and
published prior to loan
commitment): Project goes to the
Board for an Affirmation of the
original loan commitment.

Texas Water =
Development Board
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~— Categorical Exclusion Request Form

CATEGORICAL EXCLUSION /
DETERMINATION OF NO EFFECT
REQUEST FORM

TO BE SUBMITTED DURING THE FLANNING PHASE OF THE PROJECT

What is a Categorical Fxclusion?

Categories of actions which do not individually, cumulatively over time, or in conjunction with other
Federal, State, local or private actions have a significant adverse effect on the quality of the human
environment may qualify for a Categorical Exclusion (CE) from a full environmental review. Fora
project to be eligible for a CE, it generally relates to existing infrastructure which is either (1) a sewer
collection network and treatment system; (2) a system to collect, treat, store and distribute drinking
water: or (3} a stormwater svsiem (including combined sewer overflow svstem).

Table 1. General Categories of Projects That Qualify for a CE'DNE
Minor actions relating to an existing infrastructure system (a sewer collection network and treatment

system; a system to collect, treat, store and distribute drinking water; or a stormwater or combined sewer
system) may qualify for a CE/DNE. Answer 1 to 3.

1. Is the project for minor upgrade or minor expansion of systemn capacity? [ Yes
This may include, but is not limited to: minor extensions of sanitary sewers, force mainsand | [] No
drinking water extensions of the existing system to primarily serve existing development;

stormwater detention pond and retention pond cleaning and dredging or minor storage

increase or culvert upgrades.

Table 2. Excluding Factors

1. Project will involve new or relocated discharges to surface or ground water [_-_] Yes
O No
Table 3. Extraordinary Circumstances That Disallow a CE
1. The action is known or expected to have a significant effect on the quality of the L Yes
human environment, either individually or cumulatively over time. [ wo

Project Specific Questions:
1

-

[~ BT ST |
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Categorical Exclusions

Examples of projects that Qualify for CE

Example Pipeline Replacement

> Qualifies under: Rehabilitation
or functional replacement of
existing system and system
components

> Does not include any excluding
factors.

> Extraordinary Circumstances?

S

Example - USGS Topographic Map

Planned Improvements

Texas Water (% 17
Development Board
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Categorical Exclusions

Example of Extraordinary Circumstance

Extraordinary Circumstances?

> Cemetery adjacent to pipeline
replacement? - THC coordination
required.

> THC Recommended an archeologist
be present during excavation of the
pipeline adjacent to the cemetery.

> TWDB issues CE - finding conditioned
to require an archeologist be present
for the identified pipeline segment.

> TWDB follows up - Condition T et Yo el A
reflected in Plans and Contract e AT aRtas.” LEW AAR IR TARD
Documents, follow up documentation Example - USGS Topographic Map
required to document that an 4+

archeologist was present.

Plannsd Improvemants

Texas Water 18
Development Board



Categorical Exclusions
Examples of projects that Qualify for CE

Water Treatment Plant Upgrade: N
New Clarifier on existing property

Qualifies under: construction of
new minor ancillary facilities
located on or directly adjacent to
existing facilities

Does not include any excluding

factors

Extraordinary Circumstance?

Texas Water 7
Development Board
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Categorical Exclusion

Examples of circumstances that would prevent issuance of a CE

Extraordinary Circumstance?

> Proposed site for the new clarifier is
heavily vegetated and will require
significant vegetation clearing. Potential
impacts to threatened and endangered
species and their habitats - Coordination
with TPWD and USFWS required.

> TPWD recommended that a bird nesting
survey be conducted if the vegetation
clearing is to occur during migratory bird
nesting survey.

» TWDB issues CE but finding conditioned
to require a nesting survey if construction
occurs during the nesting season.

> TWDB follows up - Condition reflected in

Plans and Contract Documents, follow up

BUIEDING.

documentation required to document that
a nesting survey was conducted if clearing
occurred during nesting season.

Texas Water /= 20
Development Board



,_ / “Examples of projects-that Qualify for

Projects that affect the degree of treatment may qualify for a CE. In the past,

any change automatically disqualified a project for a CE.

Difference in the degree of treatment:
adsorption media

If a community wanted to install an
adsorption media system to reduce the
arsenic level of their ground water well,
although technically a ‘change in treatment
process, the system does not involve
effluent. Therefore it would not increase the
pollutant level or change a discharge point on
a receiving stream.

Please note that TCEQ does require licensing
for the contractors who manage these types of . 10/24/2014
treatment systems.

Texas Water = 2
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Categorical Exclusion
Question/Answer Session
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Part C: Environmental Information
Document
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EID & FNSI — Definition

Environmental Information Document:
Applicant requirement for a full federal NEPA-like environmental review

A written analysis prepared by an applicant that provides sufficient information for the TWDB to
determine and justify that either (1§Ja roject will not have a significant effect on the human
environment or (2) the preparation of an Environmental Impact Statement is required.

Finding of No Significant Impact & Environmental Assessment
TWDB requirement for a full federal NEPA-like environmental review

Finding of No Significant Impact:
> Legal document issued by the TWDB

> Presents reasons WHY an action will not have a significant effect on the human environment.
> Must be supported by an Environmental Assessment

Environmental Assessment: (based on EID)

> Analysis which provides sufficient evidence for determining whether to prepare an EIS or issue
a FNSI
> Includes details about the project, alternatives, environment, regulatory agency

recommendations, public participation and mitigation measures required to deem the
projects’ impacts insignificant

Texas Water
Development Board
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DWSREF: §371, Subchapter E

Texas Administrative Code

TITLE 31 NATURAL RESOURCES AND CONSERVATION
PART 10 TEXAS WATER DEVELOPMENT BOARD
CHAPTER 371  DRINKING WATER STATE REVOLVING FUND

SUBCHAPTER E ENVIRONMENTAL REVIEWS AND DETERMINATIONS

Rules
37140 Definitions
§37141  Environmental Review Process
§37142  Types of Environmental Determmations: Categorical Exclusions
§37143  Types of Environmental Determmnations: Finding of No Significant Impact
37144 Environmental Information Document: Applicant Requirements
§37145  Decision to Prepare an Environmental Impact Statement: Notice of Intent
§37146  Types of Environmental Determmations: Record of Decision
§37147  Environmental Impact Statements
37148 Environmental Impact Statement: Applicant Requirements
§37149  Proposed Project Alterations
§371.50  Use of Environmental Determmations Prepared by Other Entities
37151  Emergency Relief Project Procedures

— =

Texas Administra

—

tive Code

CWSREF: §375, Subchapter E

Texas Administrative Code

TITLE31 NATURAL RESOURCES AND CONSERVATION
PART10 TEXAS WATER DEVELOPMENT BOARD
CHAPTER 375 CLEAN WATER STATE REVOLVING FUND
SUBCHAPTER E ENVIRONMENTAL REVIEWS AND DETERMINATIONS
DIVISION2 ~ FEDERAL PROJECTS
Rules
§375.60  Definitions for Equivalency Projects
§375.61  Envionmental Review Process
§375.62  Types of Environmental Determinations: Categorical Exclusions
37563 Types of Environmental Determinations: Finding of No Significant Impact
§375.64  Environmental Information Document: Applicant Requirements
§375.65  Decision to Prepare an Environmental Impact Statement: Notice of Intent
37566 Types of Environmental Determinations: Record of Decision
§375.67  Environmental Impact Statements
§375.68  Environmental Impact Statement: Applicant Requirements
§375.69  Proposed Project Alterations
37570 Use of Environmental Determinations Prepared by Other Entities

25
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Texas Administrative Code

TITLE 31 NATURAL RESOURCES AND CONSERVATION
PART 10 TEXAS WATER DEVELOPMENT BOARD
CHAPTER 371  DRINKING WATER STATE REVOLVING FUND

SUBCHAPTER E ENVIRONMENTAL REVIEWS AND DETERMINATIONS

Rules

Definitions

Environmental Review Process

Types of Environmental Determmations: Categorical Exclusions

Types of Environmental Determmnations: Finding of No Significant Impact
Environmental Information Document: Applicant Requirements
Decision to Prepare an Environmental Impact Statement: Notice of Intent
Types of Environmental Determmnations: Record of Decision
Environmental Impact Statements

Environmental Impact Statement: Applicant Requirements

Proposed Project Alterations

Use of Environmental Determinations Prepared by Other Entities
Emergency Relief Project Procedures

ative Code
CWSREF: §375, Subchapter E

o

—

Texas Administrative Code

TITLE 31 NATURAL RESOURCES AND CONSERVATION
PART 10 TEXAS WATER DEVELOPMENT BOARD
CHAPTER 375 CLEAN WATER STATE REVOLVING FUND

SUBCHAPTER E ENVIRONMENTAL REVIEWS AND DETERMINATIONS

DIVISION2 ~ FEDERAL PROJECTS

Water Resources Reform and

Development Act (WRRDA) of 2014:

No longer a difference in the

environmental review requirements for

CWSRF Equivalency &

CWSRF Non-equivalency projects.

26
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- When is an EID not required?

An Environmental Information Document (EID) is NOT required when:
> The project is eligible for a Categorical Exclusion
OR

> The project has potentially significant adverse affects and requires the preparation of an
EIS

OR
> The applicant prepares and submits a draft EIS and supporting documents
OR

> A federal agency previously issued a FNSI or ROD that is in compliance with NEPA, was
completed for the project within 5 years, and meets TWDB program requirements

OR

> The project is funded through one of the state programs (there is a different form for this)

Texas Water 27
Development Board



- Why the change? Benefits of the new EID

Clarifies requirements

Level of environmental
analysis commensurate
with potential impacts

Assists applicants in
determining which
regulatory agencies must

b e COns ul te Circumstantial Requirements
Use the following questions to determine if coordination is required regarding potential impacts to the resource
identified. If Yes, provide the page number for coordination materials.
Avoids requestin
q . g . Will the project impact prime and important farmlands? U.S. Department of Agriculture
unnecessary information, el e Concnton e
thereby reducing [] ves [ No [ Exempt (pipeline project, existing site) atural Resources (onservation Jervice
document preparation FYes, Page: C-
time and TWDB review s the project located in a coastal management zone? General Land Office
time. D Yes D No IfYes, Page: C-
Texas Water 28
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How has the EID changed?

One form will be used for both CWSRF and DWSRF programs
Format is a fillable template (there is no separate guidance document)
Content clarifies required information

Public Meeting instead of a public hearing

Cross-Cutter Compliance assists applicant in identification of
required agency coordination rather than requiring coordination with
ALL cross-cutting agencies

Texas Water
Development Board
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Project description should include a
bulleted list of new project components

All environmental documentation
should be submitted in a timely manner

Respond to comments and questions
quickly and within the deadline assigned
by the Environmental Reviewer

Texas Water

Development Board
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Ensure a Smooth Review Process

Notify the environmental reviewer if the
proposed project footprint and/or
components have changed

Publish the notification of your public
meeting at least 30 days prior to the
meeting in a newspaper with general
circulation in the project area

Collect public meeting documentation
which includes a Publisher’s affidavit and
copy of the public meeting notice,
statement signed by the applicant, list of
witnesses, and a written summary of the
meeting

30



EID Template

The EID form can be found at the following link:
http://www.twdb.texas.gov/financial/instructions/doc/TWDB-0801.docx

Federal Environmental Review

E | information D

Tobe used for he Clean Water
State Mwlmlundordn Drinking Water State Revolving
Fund

TWDB-0801
sf2f015

Texas Water ~—
Development Board

Federal Environmental Review
[Environmental Information Document ]

[To be used for projects receiving funding from the Clean Water
State Revolving Fund or the Drinking Water State Revalving
Fun

frwoe-o801
[5/22/2013

11

[Introduction: Full Environmental Review,

When federal loan program funds are spent on a construction project, the project must be assessed for
environmental impacts. The Envi ! Information D [EID) allows the Water Supply and
Infrastructure Division, as well as other review agencies, to make determinations about the degree of
impacts that can reasonably be expected to occur as a result of construction of a proposed project. For
additional information about different fypes of impacts, see the scape of impacts section on the following
page. Each sheet in the following template is intended to address a specific requirement needed to comply
with the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA). Information included in this template represents
baseline information pertinent to the majority of projects. This template does not replace the necessity to
submit a regulatory permit application to the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (when applicable). Regulatory
sgencies and the TWDB may require additional information to determine project specific mitigation and
permitting requirements as well as issue an environmental finding. Projects secking funding through the
Clean Water State Revolving Fund (CWSRF) or the Drinking Water State Re'vo]\nng Fund (DWSRF) are
subject to NEPA requirements. A full explanation of TWDE envi is provided in 31
TAC §375, Subchapter E (CWSRF), and 31 TAC §371, Subchapter E (nwsm-').

Timing
Preparation of the EID is conducted during the planning phase of the project after 2 loan commitment has
been secured. Please note that issuance of an env ion by TWDE envi I staff

is required prior to TWDB approval of the Engineering Feasibility Report and release of design and/or
construction funds. From beginning to end, this process can be completed in as few as 4 months but
typically takes 8 to 10 months for most projects.

Example timeline for the preparation of an EID:

Highlighted
> text can be
edited

31
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Application Phase

Application
Review

Application is prepared and submitted to TWDB for
review
Determine level of environmental review required
for each project component
Evaluate Project Schedule, Budget, Draft Contract
Prepare Commitment Memo to send to the Board

l

[s there enough information to determine
whether the project qualifies for a CE?

If the project qualifies, try to issue CE prior to
loan commitment so that an Affirmation
is not required

*Client Actions

32



Full Federal

Applicant prepares EID

Template
-Fill out form
-Complete public participation
and coordination with

regulatory agencies
-Submit completed EID to TWDB

Issue FNSI

* Prepare FNSI & supporting EA

* Route draft reviewed by: Team
Manager, Engineer, Attorney,
Director

* Make requested revisions

* Mail to regulatory agencies
and other interested parties

Texas Water
Development Board

S—— .

Environmental Revie

A

EID Arrives

Review Document
Prepare list of Deficiencies
Send Comments to Client

Supplemental
Materials —>
Arrive

\

May require several iterations
(but hopefully not!)

e [ssue FNSI —

Public Comment
Period
30 days

Affirmation
Required for release of
acquisition, design and

construction funds

*Client Actions

33
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Application

/J

\

Full Federal Environmenta

Affirmation Not Required
when CE/FNSI issued
before loan commitment

| Review Process

Affirmation Required
when CE/FNSI issued
after loan commitment

<€

Not typical for FNSI’s generally
only CE’s

provided

Common for FNSI'sand CE’s

Loan
Closing

Staff Board
memo Meeting:

Planning Construction

to Board Commitment

Design
Phase

Environmental review can be completed anytime
during these stages

Texas Water —

Development Board
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““Full Federal Environmental Review Process

First available First available First available
Planning $ Design $ Construction $

Staff Board
Submit memo Meeting: Loan Planning Design Construction
Application provided Loan Closing Phase Phase Phase
to Board Commitment

Environmental review can be completed anytime during
these stages

Texas Water — .-
Development Board
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Review of EID Sections

Section 1: General Information

Section 2: List of Attachments

Section 3: Project Description

Section 4: Alternatives Analysis

Section 5: Environmental Settings, Impacts, and Mitigation
Section 6: Public Participation

Section 7: Agency coordination

Section 8: Certification

Section 9: Appendices

Texas Water 36
Development Board



Section 1: Ge

e —

nera

TWDB Project No:

Project Name:

Section 1: General Information

Authority (Loan Applicant):

Counties where project activities will occur:

City of Houston
72234
Wastewater Treatment Plant Expansion

Harris County

questions concerning
the EID:

Funding Source/ Loan | |CWSRF / 1L10025632
Number:
EDAP / LFO825630
/
Total Estimated 1,000,000
Project Costs:
TWDB Funded Phases: & Planning |:| Acquisition
4] Design 4] construction
Other Funding N/A
Source(s):
Consultant Project H-3452
Name/Number
(if applicable):
Primary Contact for Company: Environmental Experts, Inc.

Contact Person:

lean Devir

Mailing Address:

1720 Anderson Lane, Houston TX 78777

Phone: Office: 512-333-3333 Cell: 512-444-4444
Email: superstar@gmail.com
Project Engineer: Company: Engineering Cg

Contact Person:

Pat Hendrick

Mailing Address:

1452 Lamar Lane, Houston TX 78777

Phone:

512-756-8932

Email:

EngineeringCo_Hendrick@gmail.com

List of Preparers:
1. [Jean Devlin
2. Sam Sox
3. Marty Smith
4

Texas Water
Development Board
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Information

This template does not replace the
necessity to submit a regulatory permit
application to the U.S. Army Corps of
Engineers or any other regulatory
agencies (when applicable). Projects
funded through the CWSRF or DWSRF
are subject to all NEPA requirements.
We are not overriding any regulatory
agencies’ permitting requirements.

Acquisition, Design and Construction
funds for specific project elements
cannot be released until the
environmental review has been
completed and a favorable
determination has been issued.

37
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Section 2: List of Attachments

Provides an overview of all the maps that will be required for the
completion of the EID

This section will serve as the Table of Contents for Section 9: Appendices

Appendix A: Standard Maps
Regional Location Map Page: A-
USGS Topographic Mapis) for Preferred Alternative Page: A-
Project footprint or plans/plats Page: A-
Geologic Map Page: A-
FEMA Floodplain Map(s) Page: A-
National Wetlands Inventory Map(s) Page: A-
Texas Water

Development Board
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Example - Regional Location Map
a £ _+l_ -
Py A -._,_.'!_EL.._._._. I':ﬁ 39
B TWOE-B00 - Prapased 4000014 e Pawt  LTNRIS



iy W f
! ; "l'.latetTa_mkfl

~3L o

- A

1

-.:'!- i runrt-

ik
4

Example - USGS Topographic Map
=S

. == a5 ] Flanned Improvaments

Tem i v sy —
s e
e el o e

s, Wile L
bosgoml bl TWDE-1300 - Prepared 4/28/2014 st Page 2 UINRIS




r
—
-
/
y
/
v
r
&
&
L
i
i
I
r

LT

IEI_P!_'"..'-"'--.

et 08

i

hY
|
-~

.-':IE. = ..Iu

1 Wale
Trwsiqral fand TWDEB-1300 - Prepared 47222014

Proposed Waslewaler Alignments
m— Trenchiess Crossings

Wastewater Senice Area

USGEE NHD StreameiRivens

FEMA 100 Year Fioodplain

Page 4 O IRIS

> 4



Section 2: List of Attachments

Soil & Prime and Important Farmland (Section 5.3)

Wetlands, Streams & Waters of the U.S. (Section 5.6)
*Biological Resources (Section 5.7)

*Cultural Resources (Section 5.8)

Hazardous Materials (Section 5.9)

Social Implications & Environmental Justice (Section 5.10)
Public Meeting (Section 6)

*Please be sure that sensitive biological and cultural resources information (i.e. TPWD
TXNDD maps, THC TARL archeological maps, or field surveys) are not included in the
publically available version of the EID.

Texas Water
Development Board
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Section 3: Project Description

Background

Describe the existing system

Project Location

Describe the project location with Latitude/Longitude

Project Purpose &
Need

Describe why the project is needed and how the project addresses
that need.

Project Description

Describe the project (e.g. construction of a new wastewater
treatment plant, upgrades to existing pipelines, etc.)

Waste Disposal

Indicate whether the project requires sludge/soil/waste disposal

Project
Components

Provide a bulleted list of new project components (e.g. 1,000 linear
feet of a new 6-8 inch pipeline in an existing ROW)

Project Magnitude

Describe the current population service area, the anticipated
population service area in 20 years, and whether the proposed
project will service the expected population increase.

Project Schedule

Provide all applicable elements of the project schedule listed in this
section

Project Costs

Provide an estimated cost of the project

Other Projects

Describe any other projects in progress that may be affected by the
proposed proiect



Section 4: Alternatlves AnaIyS|s

> Direct: Effects on the environment L e ﬂ.,.
that occur at the same time and b e -
place as the project (not just
engineering and financial)

> Secondary (Indirect): Effects to
the environment and natural
resources that are more removed in
time and distance from a project’s
construction and operation
activities.

> Cumulative: Effects that result
from the project’s direct impacts
added together with impacts from
other past, present, and future
projects that can be reasonably
predicted.
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Section 4: Alternatives Analysis

Section 4: Alternative Analysis
No-Action Alternative

Environmental Impact Analysis

than, less than or the same as the direct impacts of the preferred alternative on the same resource.

Please indicate whether the direct impacts of the no-action alternative on the following resources are greater

Land Use

Change in land use and land cover is:

Prime and Important Farmland

Impacts to prime and important farmland are:

Water Resources

Impacts to surface water quality are:

Impacts to groundwater quality and quantity are:
Impacts to floodways or floodplains are:

Impacts to wetlands are:

Vegetation and Habitat
Impacts to trust resources are:
Impacts to wildlife are:

Impacts to native vegetation is:

Impacts to endangered species habitat are:

Cultural Resources

Air Quality

Effects on air quality are:

Environmental Justice

Impacts to Low-income or Minority Populations are:

Impacts to cultural resources or historic properties are:

B

O

ooog

oogo

O

Greater

Greater

Greater
Greater
Greater

Greater

Greater
Greater
Greater

Greater

Greater

Greater

Greater

|

O

HiEINIn

oo

O

Less

Less

Less
Less
Less

Less

Less
Less
Less

Less

Less

Less

Less

O

O

OOo0ogd

O0oano

O

Same

Same

Same
Same
Same

Same

Same
Same
Same

Same

Same

Same

Same
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An example of the direct
impacts rubric for the No-
Action Alternative is
shown to the left.

A similar rubric is
provided for the
Alternative Not Selected.
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Section 4: Alternatives Analysis

P

Alternative still in consideration? @ *Yes L] No

*If ves, please note that the level of detail provided for this alternative should be commensurate with the level of
detail provided for the preferred alternative presented in this document. Please work with your Environmental
Reviewer to scope this document appropriately in order to prevent project delays.

Rationale for Acceptance/Rejection:

Discuss the rationale for acceptance/rejection of the No-Action/Alternative Not
Selected, including financial, engineering and environmental considerations.

Selection of the Preferred Action Alternative:

Discuss the rationale for why the proposed project was chosen as the preferred
alternative.

Texas Water
Development Board

46



" Section 5: Environmental Settings, Impacts
and Mitigation

For the Preferred Action Alternative, you are required
to provide information on the following resources:

Existing Conditions Wetlands, Streams, and Waters of the
Geology U.S.
Soils Biological Elements
Prime and Important Farmland Cultural Resources
Water Resources Social Implications
Topography Air Q.ual.ity
Floodplains & Floodways Scenic Views
Traffic
Texas Water

Development Board



Useful Websites
Faults:

e USGS Texas Faults: http://mrdata.usgs.gov/geology/state/state.php?state=TX

e  Karst or Pseudo-Karst zones:

e Texas Speleological Survey Karst Regions of Texas:
http://www.texasspeleologicalsurvey.org/karst caving/karst regions.php

*  Geology:

e Geologic Atlas of Texas (1:250,000): http://www.twdb.texas.gov/groundwater/aquifer/GAT/index.asp
e Geologic Atlas of Texas (for download): http://tnris.org/data-download/#!/statewide

e USGS Texas Geologic Map Data: http://mrdata.usgs.gov/geology/state/state.php?state=TX

*  Soils:
e USDA Web Soil Survey: http://websoilsurvey.sc.egov.usda.gov/App/HomePage.htm

¢  River Basin(s):
e http://www.tceq.texas.gov/publications/gi/gi-316/index.html

*  Major/Minor Aquifers:

e Aquifers of Texas:
http://www.twdb.texas.gov/publications/reports/numbered reports/doc/R380 AquifersofTexas.pdf

e Texas Aquifers (for download): http://tnris.org/data-download/#!/statewide

*  Wetlands:
¢ National Wetland Inventory (NWI) (for download): http://tnris.org/data-download/#!/statewide
e USFWS Wetlands Mapper: http://www.fws.gov/wetlands/Data/Mapper.html

¢ Streams/Rivers:

e USGS National Hydrography Dataset: http://www.twdb.texas.gov/groundwater/aquifer/ GAT/index.asp

o Streams (for download): http://tnris.org/data-download/#!/statewide

Texas Water ~— 48
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http://mrdata.usgs.gov/geology/state/state.php?state=TX
http://www.texasspeleologicalsurvey.org/karst_caving/karst_regions.php
http://www.twdb.texas.gov/groundwater/aquifer/GAT/index.asp
http://tnris.org/data-download/#!/statewide
http://mrdata.usgs.gov/geology/state/state.php?state=TX
http://websoilsurvey.sc.egov.usda.gov/App/HomePage.htm
http://www.tceq.texas.gov/publications/gi/gi-316/index.html
http://www.twdb.texas.gov/publications/reports/numbered_reports/doc/R380_AquifersofTexas.pdf
http://tnris.org/data-download/#!/statewide
http://tnris.org/data-download/#!/statewide
http://www.fws.gov/wetlands/Data/Mapper.html
http://www.twdb.texas.gov/groundwater/aquifer/GAT/index.asp
http://tnris.org/data-download/#!/statewide

=S

au Useful Websites

Wells:
e TWDB WIID Portal:
Topography:
e USGS 7.5-minute Topographic Quadrangles:

Floodplains & Floodways:

e FEMA’s Flood Map Service Center:
Vegetation:

e The Vegetation Types of Texas:

USFWS and TPWD County Lists of Rare, Candidate, Threatened and Endangered Species:
e USFWS:
e TPWD:
Cultural Resources
» Texas Archeological Sites Atlas Restricted Information Access:
e Texas Historical Commission (THC) Public Information Access:
THC Staff Directory:
National Association of Tribal Historic Preservation Officers:
Texas State Historical Association: The Handbook of Texas:
Hazardous Materials:
e Superfund Sites - National Priorities List (NPL):

e NPL sites with Site Status Summaries:
Environmental Justice:
e EPA EJView:
e EPA Guidance for Incorporating Environmental Justice Concerns:

Air Quality:
e TCEQ Air:

Texas Water
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http://wiid.twdb.texas.gov/
http://store.usgs.gov/b2c_usgs/b2c/start/(xcm=r3standardpitrex_prd)/.do
https://msc.fema.gov/portal
http://tpwd.texas.gov/publications/pwdpubs/pwd_bn_w7000_0120/download_book/
http://ecos.fws.gov/tess_public/
http://tpwd.texas.gov/gis/rtest/
http://nueces.thc.state.tx.us/
http://nueces.thc.state.tx.us/
http://www.thc.state.tx.us/about/contact/staff-directory
http://www.nathpo.org/THPO/state_list.htm
https://tshaonline.org/handbook/online
http://www.epa.gov/superfund/sites/query/queryhtm/nplmapsg.htm
http://www.epa.gov/earth1r6/6sf/6sf-tx.htm
http://epamap14.epa.gov/ejmap/entry.html
http://www.epa.gov/environmentaljustice/resources/policy/ej_guidance_nepa_epa0498.pdf
http://www.tceq.texas.gov/agency/air_main.html

__'—\ - _d___,fZ-"F’*"/‘

Section 5.13: Standard Mitigation,
Precautionary Measures and Best
Management Practices

> Describe standard mitigation, precautionary measures and best
management practices to be used during project construction.

> Examples include, but are not limited to: SWPPP, Re-vegetation, dust and
siltation control, establishing original grades in floodplains etc.
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Section 5.14: Mitigation Measures

Describe how impacts will be avoided, minimized, or
mitigated/compensated.

Information provided should be consistent with what was provided to
regulatory agencies and should incorporate applicable agency
recommendations.

This list will be used by the TWDB to develop conditions for the
environmental determination.

Impact: Recommended,/Required by Mitigation Measures Description:
What Entity? (if applicable)
Example: Example: Example:
Loss of 5 acres of forested USACE Purchase 10 credits from ABC Wetland Bank
wetland
P. otential In:npacts tf’ USFWS/TPWD Avoid clearing activities during migratory bird
Migratory Bird Species nesting season or conduct a nesting survey.

Texas Water
Development Board
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Section 6: Public Participation

The EID now requires a Public Meeting (not a Public
Hearing), which is less formal and doesn’t require a verbatum
transcript.

You must notify the public of the meeting by advertisement in
a newspaper of general circulation within the project area at
least thirty (30) days prior to the date of the meeting.

5. Public Meeting Notice Includes:

Texas Water
Development Board

Published 30 days in advance of meeting

Date, time and place of meeting

Brief description of project & floodplain/wetland notice (if applicable)

Cost, including estimated monthly bill and any connection fee, tax or surcharge
Convenient local source for EID (available at least 30 days prior to meeting)

HENEn.

Statement of Purpose: “One of the purposes of this meeting is to discuss the potential

environmental impacts of the project and alternatives to it.”

__‘________._____-_‘_ : -/.
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Example Public Meeting Notice:

A public meeting is being held on (day, date] at__ (time)  at {location, address) to
discuss the city/district 's proposed project to (project description)

at iproject location] . One of the purposes of this hearing is to discuss the potential environmental
impacts of the project and alternatives to it. The total estimated cost of the project is 5 . The
estimated monthly bill for a typical resident is currently . A user rate increase of will be

required to finance this project. In addition, @ connection fee/tax/surcharge/other fee of 5 will be
required. An application for financial assistance for the project has been (will be) filed with the Texas Water

Development Board, P.O. Box 13231, Austin, Texas, 78711-3231. An Environmental Information Document for

the project has been prepared which will be available for public review at (city hall/district offices)
at {address) between the hours of {hours}) for 30 days following the date of this notice.
Written comments on the proposed project may be sent to (address) or to the Texas Water

Development Board.

Texas Water /— 53
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Section 6: Public Participation

- .."‘;'--.

Public Meeting Documentation must include:
> Publisher’s affidavit and a copy of the notice

> Statement signed by applicant that the meeting was held in conformance
with the Public Meeting Notice

> List of witnesses (sign-in sheet)
> Written summary of the meeting

> All adverse comments received from the public meeting, phone calls,
correspondence etc... and how these adverse comments were addressed.
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" Section 7: Agency Coordination

Section 7: Agency Coordination

When coordinating with an agency, send hard copies by public carrier with delivery confirmation requested.

The purpose Of thlS Retain copies of those confirmations. When a response is not received from an agency, documentation of the
SeCtiOn iS to help the delivery must be included with the coordination materials submitted to the TWDB. All agency coordination
. . should be included in Appendix C and should be presented in the same order as the following table.
apphcant determlne When Mailing addresses for the following agencies are provided online at:
agency COOFdination iS http:/ faww. twdb.texas. goviinancial/instructions /doc/addresses. pdf
0 d Uniform Project Notification Requirements
reql'ure ' Bureau of Reclamation [ | sent | | Response (Not required) Page:C!
Bureau of Land Management [ | sent | | Response (Not required) Page:C!
Intergovernmental Review: [ | sent | | Response (Not required) Page:C!

Depending on the nature and location of the
proposed project, notification should be sentto

The Table 1mn SeCthn 7 1S the City Mayor, County Judge or both.
meant to serve as the Uniform Agency Coordination Requirements
Table Of COntentS for Le:a:HistzricalC?rgmi.ssion S Een: [ ] Response PF'age:::}
. . .5. Army Corps of Engineers en age: C;
Appendix C, which [] Response
Contains au Of your agency Texas Parks and Wildlife Department |;| Sent Page: C;
d. . . 1 Wildlife Habitat Assessment Program | | Response
Coor lnatlon materla S. [] Response to TPWD recommendations indicating which

recommendations will be implemented.

Circumstantial Requirements
Use the following questions to determine if coordination is required regarding potential impacts to the resource

Texas Water 55
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Section 7: Agency Coordination

For your convenience, sample Agency notification and coordination letters have
been provided.

Texas Water 7

Development Board

Example of Agency Notification
DATE
CONTACT NAME
ADDRESS

See section 7 for agency contact information

RE: Project Notification: Please Review - No Response Required

Dear CONTACT:

The APPLICANT is pursuing federal funding through the Texas Water Development Board’'s FUNDING PROGRAM
for the proposed PROJECT NAME (TWDB PROJECT NUMBER). The purpose of this notification is to identify if the
proposed project will have any potential conflicts with projects being implemented by your agency.

Attached to this letter is a document containing general contact information, project description and project
maps. A copy of the full Environmental Information Document (EID), which includes background environmental

information and a robust analysis of potential impacts, is available upon request.

If you have any questions or need additional information, please contact me at (tel:) or by e-mail at

Sincerely,
APPLICANT/CONSULTANT

Enclosure; Section 1 (General Information), Section 3 (Project Description) and Appendix A (Standard Maps)
from the EID.
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~— Section 7: Agency coordination
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DATE

CONTACT NAME
ADDRESS

See section 7 for agency contact information

RE: NEPA Review Requested for Federally Funded Project
Environmental Information Document Available

Consultation# , Date
{Project Name)__
(Applicant)

(Project Location)
Dear CONTACT:

The APPLICANT is pursuing federal funding through the Texas Water Development Board’s FUNDING PROGRAM
for the proposed PROJECT NAME (TWDB PROJECT NUMBER]). The purpose of this coordination is to identify
potential environmental and permitting issues: specifically, permits or mitigative measures required to ensure
compliance with environmental regulations specific to your agency’s area of jurisdiction.

The attached Environmental Information Document (EID) provides a project description, project maps,
background environmental information, a robust analysis of potential impacts and a list of all agencies with
whom we are coordinating. Sections particularly relevant to your agency include: (use the table of relevant
sections by agency provided on the next page to complete this section).

Include a brief description of mitigation measures that will be implemented to reduce impacts to resources
under the agency's area of jurisdiction.

Recommended or required actions identified through this coordination, including permits, will be considered for
inclusion as conditions in the TWDB's environmental determination. Please cite the relevantauthority
(statue/regulation) for recommendations.

We request your concurrence with our determination that . If you have any questions or
need any additional information, please contact me at (tel:) or by e-mail at

Sincerely,

APPLICANT

Enclosure: EID (access to the EID may also be provided by including a link where the EID can be downloaded).
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Section 8: Certification

CERTIFICATION
| hereby certify that the information contained in this document is accurate and complete to the best of my
knowledge, and that this document describes the complete project. There are no other projects, stages or
components other than those described in this document, which are related to the project as connected actions
or phased actions.

Signature Date

Title project manager for the preparation of the EID)

Texas Water /—
Development Board
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Section 9: Appendice

% =
e ([ 209090 W) = ORANGE
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* Attach all necessary maps indicated in Section 2. =

* Please include:
> Appendix A: Standard Maps

> Appendix B: Environmental Setting,
Impacts, and Mitigation Attachments
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Summary
Contents of the EID

Benetits of the new EID Template
Changes to the EID

Federal Environmental Review
Process

Review of the new EID Template

Texas Water
Development Board
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Environmental Information Document
Question/Answer Session
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