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MISSION

The Texas Water Development Board's (TWDB) mission is to provide
leadership, planning, financial assistance, information, and education
for the conservation and responsible development of water for Texas.
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DISCLAIMER
This map was generated by the Texas Water Development Board
using GIS (Geographical Information System) software. No claims
are made to the accuracy or completeness of the information shown
herein nor to its suitability for a particular use. The scale and location
of all mapped data are approximate. Map date: JAN-2014
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TEXAS WATER DEVELOPMENT BOARD
1700 North Congress Avenue

P.O. Box 13231

Austin, Texas 78711-3231
www.twdb.texas.gov

512-463-7847

Texas has approximately 191,000 miles of streams, 15 major
river basins, eight coastal basins, and 196 major reservoirs.

Major reservoirs are defined as an impoundment that currently
has at least 5,000 acre-feet of storage capacity at its normal
operating level. Texas has 188 major water-supply reservoirs,

and over 20 additional major reservoirs that serve no water-supply
function. The major reservoirs of the state vary in size from 5,200
acre-feet conservation storage capacity for the Upper Nueces
Lake to 4,472,900 acre-feet for the Toledo Bend Reservoir, which
includes both the Louisiana and Texas portions of the reservoir.
Making the best use of existing reservoirs, controlling watershed
erosion to maintain their holding capacity, and identifying viable
sites for new reservoirs are key to effective long-term water supply
management and planning in Texas.

There are eight designated coastal basins in Texas: the Neches-
Trinity, Trinity-San Jacinto, San Jacinto-Brazos, Brazos-Colorado,
Colorado-Lavaca, Lavaca-Guadalupe, San Antonio-Nueces, and
Nueces-Rio Grande. Each coastal basin is named according to the
major river basins that bound them. For example, the Nueces-Rio
Grande Coastal Basin is bounded on the north by the Nueces River
Basin and on the south by the Rio Grande Basin. Each coastal
basin is also bounded by a bay or other outlet to the Gulf of Mexico.

The unique features of each of these basins are a function of many
factors, but one of the most critical is precipitation, which varies
from less than 10 inches per year in the western part of the state to
more than 55 inches per year in the east. Other factors include
evaporation, vegetation, soil type, surface slope, geology, land

use practices, and runoff.
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