
 MINUTES OF THE 
TEXAS WATER DEVELOPMENT BOARD 

BOARD MEETING 
January 29, 2015 – 9:00 a.m. 

 
Chairman Carlos Rubinstein called to order the meeting of the Texas Water Development Board at 9:02 
a.m. in Room 1-111 of the William B. Travis Building, 1701 N. Congress Avenue, Austin, Texas.  In 
addition to Chairman Rubinstein, Directors Kathleen Jackson and Bech Bruun were also in attendance, 
and a quorum was present. 
 
Chairman Rubinstein recognized the following legislative staff members who were in attendance at the 
meeting today: 
 
Aron Pena, Policy Analyst, Lt. Gov. Patrick’s Office; 
Scott Hutchinson, Chief of Staff, Senator Charles Perry’s Office; 
Kyle Jackson, Policy Analyst, Senator Kelly Hancock’s Office; 
Tanisha Bush, Legislative Aide, Representative David Simpson’s Office; 
Worth Farabee, Representative Jim Keffer’s Office; 
Antionette Mays, Policy Analyst, Representative Eric Johnson’s Office; 
Sloan Byerty, Representative Jim Keffer’s Office; and 
Cassie Fitzgerald, Legislative Aide, Representative Celia Israel’s Office. 
 
The General Counsel announced the first item for consideration: 
 
1. Presentation and discussion on innovative water solutions to conserve and manage existing water 

supplies and develop new supplies for Texas.  Robert Mace, Water Science & Conservation, 
addressed the Board and introduced each presenter as follows: 

 
 

Speaker Affiliation Topic 

Ken Rainwater Texas Tech University 
 
Brackish groundwater 
desalination 

 
Alan Murphy 

 
STW Water Process & Technologies 

 
Desalination 

 
Flavio Assis 

 
M&G Resins USA, LLC 

 
Seawater desalination 

Norman Blackman 
 
Orange County Water Control & 
Improvement District No. 1 

Wastewater treatment 

 
Ken Roberson 

 
E3 Water, LLC 

 
Wastewater treatment 

 
Kip Averitt 

 
Averitt and Associates 

 
Water conservation 

 
Dominique Gomez 

 
WaterSmart Software 

 
Urban water 
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Steve Walthour 
 
North Plains Groundwater Conservation 
District 

Ag conservation 

 
Paul Lawrence 

 
Texas Rainwater Catchment Association 

 
Rainwater harvesting 

 
Kelly Tidwell 

 
Lone Star Milk Producers, Inc. 

 
Water conservation 

Matthew Reed 
 
Layne Water Management, Consulting and 
Drilling 

Horizontal well drilling 

 
Robert R. Puente 

 
San Antonio Water System 

 
Public-Private Partnership 

 
 

No action was taken on this item. 
 

Chairman Rubinstein recessed the meeting at 11:52. 
 
 APPROVED and ordered of record this, the 29th day of January, 2015.  
 
    TEXAS WATER DEVELOPMENT BOARD 
  
 
 
         _____________________________________ 
         Carlos Rubinstein, Chairman 
                

       DATE SIGNED:  _______________________ 
 
ATTEST: 
 
 
 
__________________________________ 
Kevin Patteson 
Executive Administrator 
 


