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Receiving and Unpacking
Carefully unpack all components and compare to the packing list. Notify HydroLynx 
Systems immediately concerning any discrepancy. Inspect equipment to detect any 
damage that may have occurred during shipment. In the event of damage, any claim for 
loss must be filed immediately with the carrier by the consignee. If the equipment was 
shipped via Parcel Post or UPS, contact HydroLynx Systems for instructions.

Returns
If equipment is to be returned to the factory for any reason, call HydroLynx between 
8:00 a.m. and 4:00 p.m. Pacific Time to request a Return Authorization Number (RA#). 
Include with the returned equipment a description of the problem and the name, address, 
and daytime phone number of the sender. Carefully pack the equipment to prevent 
damage during the return shipment. Call HydroLynx for packing instructions in the case of 
delicate or sensitive items. If packing facilities are not available, take the equipment to the 
nearest Post Office, UPS, or other freight service and obtain assistance with packaging. 
Please write the RA# on the outside of the box.

Warranty
HydroLynx Systems warrants that its products are free from defects in material and 
workmanship under normal use and service for a period of one year from the date of 
shipment from the factory. HydroLynx Systems' obligations under this warranty are limited 
to, at HydroLynx's option: (I) replacing; or (ii) repairing; any product determined to be 
defective. In no case shall HydroLynx Systems' liability exceed product's original purchase 
price. This warranty does not apply to any equipment that has been repaired or altered, 
except by HydroLynx Systems, or that has been subjected to misuse, negligence, or 
accident. It is expressly agreed that this warranty will be in lieu of all warranties of fitness 
and in lieu of the warranty of merchantability.

Address
HydroLynx Systems, Inc.
950 Riverside Pkwy., Suite 10
West Sacramento, CA 95605
Phone: (916) 374-1800
Fax: (916) 374-1877
E-mail: hydro@hydrolynx.com

Copyright 8 2006 by HydroLynx Systems, Inc.
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Equipment Configuration and Parts Identification
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1.0 INTRODUCTION

1.1 General Description

The Model 5090 Packaged Pressure Transducer Liquid Level Station includes a Model 
5096-90 Data Transmitter, a 5050LL-PTD Pressure Transducer and a weatherproof 
standpipe assembly. The standpipe assembly eliminates the need for a gauge house and 
an antenna tower. The Model 5054TS Rain Gauge Top Section may be added to the 
package to monitor rainfall.

1.2 Equipment Included

1> Standpipe 
2> Standpipe cap (or optional 5054TS)
3> Antenna mast
4> Antenna
5> Antenna cable
6> Data transmitter
7> Pressure transducer
8> Lifting rope
9> Access door (optional)

1.3 Specifications

Height of mast: 13'2" above ground level
Material: Aluminum

2.0 INSTALLATION

There are two basic types of pressure transducer installations in ALERT applications: the 
first type has the sensor attached to a structure (bridge, pier, etc.), while in the second 
type the sensor is installed down an embankment without structural support. Other 
installations include: ground water wells, stilling wells, weirs, or in pressure lines replacing 
mercury manometers.

2.1 Site Selection

2.1.1 Data Collection

Site location is based foremost on hydrological gauge characteristics. Ideally the sensor 
location will include a uniform flow established across the entire width of the stream and a 
channel that is not subject to change due to excessive scouring or silting. A permanent 
installation with these characteristics will insure a stable hydrological record.
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2.1.2 Radio Path

Data collection constraints often require the site to be located at an elevation which is 
lower than the surrounding terrain. This is not desirable in terms of radio path, however, 
because the sensor is external to the standpipe, cable runs of up to 1000 feet are possible 
allowing for a wide range of possible standpipe locations. A radio path survey is 
recommended before installation.

2.1.3 Other Considerations

Easy access to the site for installation and especially maintenance will help insure a stable 
hydrological record. The sensor and conduit run must be protected from debris, boat 
anchors, fishing lines, and excessive current drag. There are no vandal-proof enclosures, 
however, some sites may be less prone to this type of damage than other high profile sites.

HydroLynx recommends a site visit during the dry season, to dimension and draw a plot 
plan. Use the plot plan to determine the measurement range and cable length of the 
pressure transducer and to plan for the construction materials that will be required during 
installation. See drawings AC102497, AC102504, and AC104747 for typical 5090 
installations.

2.2 Assembly

The pressure transducer is shipped assembled. The PT cable must be disconnected from 
the desiccant box during installation. Refer to wiring diagram AC107407.

2.2.1 Standpipe

Refer to Basic Gauge manual for standpipe installation.

NOTE: Complete all civil works such as trenching, structural re-enforcement, or tree 
removal, before the standpipe is installed to avoid a situation requiring moving the 
standpipe.

2.2.2 Pressure Transducer

Each installation is unique which makes it difficult to provide step-by-step procedures 
covering every installation. Presented here are basic steps common to most installations. 
Refer to the typical installation diagrams.

! Install conduit from monitoring location to base of standpipe.
! Install standpipe.
! Drill 1 inch hole in standpipe to mount LB Box.
! Install conduit up standpipe to LB Box.
! Install LB Box.
! Route sensor cable through conduit and into standpipe.
! Connect sensor cable to desiccant box. Refer to drawing AC107407.
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! Connect signal cable connector to the ANALOG port on the data transmitter.
! Test the gauge. Refer to the Basic Gauge Manual section 4.0.
! Place the data transmitter into the standpipe.
! Mount desiccant box to the bracket provided in standpipe.
! Attach cap (or optional 5054TS) to standpipe.

2.2.3 Installation Notes

The "gabion" or "anchor block" is used in installations where the pressure transducer is 
located away from the bank and usually involves a flat cable run. The sensor cannot be 
lowered into place so the cable is installed from the bottom up; typically, one inch conduit 
is used. This type of installation is not convenient for sensor replacement.

The PVC pipe is mounted to an existing structure or buried in the bank. The sensor slides
down from an LB box until it rest on the placement screw; typically, 2" PVC pipe is used up 
to the LB box and half inch conduit from LB box to the standpipe. The LB box is mounted 
above the high water line for convenient sensor replacement.

For installations that involve long cable runs, the desiccant box may be installed outside 
the standpipe at a location above the high water line. This is meant to reduce the length, 
along with the cost, of the expensive vented pressure transducer cable.

3.0 THEORY OF OPERATION

The pressure transducer produces a 0-5 Vdc analog signal proportional to the liquid level 
above the sensor. The data transmitter converts the analog signal into ALERT data. This 
data is transmitted via RF link to the central site. Refer to Pressure Transducer and Data 
Transmitter manuals for operation.

4.0 TEST AND MAINTENANCE

4.1 Testing

Refer to Basic Gauge manual for standard tests.
Refer to Pressure Transducer manual for calibration.
Refer to Data Transmitter manual for sensor report setup.

4.2 Datum Point

The pressure transducer will measure the water level above the orifice, this is the Zero 
Datum Point (ZDP) for the sensor. The sensor ZDP must be referenced to an elevation for 
meaningful data reporting; this is done at the central site computer.
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4.3 Maintenance

HydroLynx recommends annual maintenance for all gauges. In areas with heavy silting 
and other site specific considerations, maintenance may be required more often. Check 
the sensor installation for damage and debris when the level is at it's lowest.

The desiccant tube attached to the PT cable vent tube should be replaced when the 
desiccant color has changed from blue to pink. The desiccant bag should also be changed. 
Fresh desiccant is very important in preventing moisture from condensing in the sensor 
vent tube. Any moisture that collects in the pressure transducer vent tube will cause a 
failure.

5.0 FORMS AND DRAWINGS

AC102305 Assembly - 5090 Packaged Pressure Transducer Liquid Level Station
AC104747 5090 Bridge Installation
AC102497 5090 River Bank Installation with Gabion Anchor
AC102504 5090 River Bank Installation with Anchor Block
AC107807 5050LL-PTD Enclosure Installation
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��mm]}a�ks

zp{oe|�z�cccccccccccccctij]fisfzp{oe|fv̂àfzp�z�tf�îmf�i�_]f��uf
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210./KV�A�41/1�3./,V�]�,/*2�3./V�+*�I-*:�)*+/0*-V�1+4�+*�W&N�)*+/0*-<�
�
&*�,(/U72�JK2(0&(06.+1-�/*�)*667+.)1/(�*+�K*70�)*627/(0_,�GM;]�2*0/�:./'�/'(�
>?@ABCDE�FGHY�)0(1/(�1�+(:�JK2(0&(06.+1-�,(,,.*+�/*�G*++()/�7,.+8�F.0()/�/*�GM;]V�
)-.)5�G*+I.870(�1+4�/'(+�,(/�/'(�JK2(0&(06.+1-�21016(/(0,�/*�61/)'�/'(�>?@AB�
21016(/(0,<�
�
�

��"��̀ 	�
�
a/�:.--�,(-4*6�3(�0(b7.0(4�I*0�/'(�7,(0�/*�*2(01/(�/'(�>?@ABCDE�FGH�.+�/'(�cdeV�6*,/�
*I/(+�./�:.--�3(�1�I.-(�/01+,I(0�*2(01/.*+<�&'(�>?@ABCDE�FGH�,(+4,�1+4�0()(.L(,�I.-(,�7,.+8�
/'(�fU;*4(6�20*/*)*-Y�/'.,�.,�/'(�4(I17-/�JK2(0&(06.+1-�20*/*)*-<�Z*/(�/'1/�:'(+�K*7�
N(+4�I0*6�/'(�>?@ABCDE�FGH�K*7�:.--�W()(.L(�:./'�/'(�JK2(0&(06.+1-�)*+,*-(�1+4�L.)(�
L(0,1<�
�

��"�!�g����h���
i���j�	����
�
&'(�N(+4�)*661+4�.,�7,(4�/*�0(/0.(L(�41/1�-*88(4�I.-(,�1+4�,1L(4�20*8016�6*+./*0�I.-(,<�
�
&*�N(+4�1�I.-(�,1L(4�.+�/'(�>?@ABCDE�FGH�6(6*0K�/*�/'(�)*++()/(4�)*+,*-(k�
�
l�D/�/'(�FMN�)*661+4�20*62/�/K2(�/'(�N(+4�)*661+4k�mnmoI*--*:(4�3K�1�,21)(�
/'(+�/'(�I.-(+16(�K*7�:1+/�/*�,(+4<�

l�N(-()/�&01+,I(0�I0*6�/'(�JK2(0&(06.+1-�6(+7�310<�
l�N(-()/�W()(.L(�[.-(<<<�I0*6�/'(�27--�4*:+�6(+7<�



�����������	
�����
������� ����
������������������

�

�
���� !��� "�#���$�

�� � �%����&����'���(�)���*��
�
+,-�.-/-01-�/233456�07�87-6�92�:246�;<2=<437>�05/:8605=�?@ABCDEFGBG�8;649-7>�0592�
9,-�HIJKLMNO�PQRS�
�
+2�.-/-01-�4�T0:-�0592�9,-�HIJKLMNO�PQR�3-32<U�T<23�9,-�/255-/9-6�/2572:-V�
�
W�N9�9,-�PXY�/233456�;<23;9�9U;-�9,-�.-/-01-�Q233456V�Z.[S�
W�Y-:-/9�+<457T-<�T<23�9,-�\U;-<+-<3054:�3-58�]4<S�
W�Y-:-/9�Y-56�̂0:-SSS�T<23�9,-�;8::�62_5�3-58S�
W�+U;-�9,-�T0:-543-�92�]-�<-/-01-6�]U�9,-�HIJKLMNO�PQR̀�529-V�05/:86-�9,-�;49,�0T�
9,-�T0:-�07�05�4�60<-/92<U�29,-<�9,45�9,-�\U;-<+-<3054:�6-T48:9�60<-/92<Ù�ab28�/45�
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APPENDIX D 
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APPENDIX E 
TWDB Comments on Draft Report 
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APPENDIX B.5 
Onion Creek Bridge FEWS Construction Plans 
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APPENDIX B.6 
Cole Springs Road FEWS Construction Plans 
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APPENDIX B.1 
RM 967 at Garlic Creek West FEWS Construction Plans 
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APPENDIX B.2 
RM 967 at Garlic Creek East FEWS Construction Plans 
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APPENDIX B.3 
Bluff Street at Peach Street FEWS Construction Plans 
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Executive summary 
 
The Texas Water Development Board (TWDB) offers grants to political subdivisions of the State 
of Texas for evaluation of structural and nonstructural solutions to flooding problems.  Political 
subdivisions of the State of Texas with the legal authority to plan for and implement flood 
protection measures within their jurisdictional area and are members of the National Flood 
Insurance Program (NFIP) are eligible to apply.  Grants for flood protection planning require a 
50% local match of the total project cost. 
 
Key performance provisions for a project performed under the TWDB Flood Protection Planning 
Program grant are as follows: 
 

• Grant applicants must provide acceptable evidence of local matching funds on or before 
the date specified for negotiation and execution of a contract; 

• Grant applicants must coordinate existing and planned flood protection activities in a 
watershed in a manner that avoids duplication of efforts; 

• Any subcontracts for professional services for the grant applicant must be awarded in 
accordance with the Texas Government Code Chapter 2254, Professional and Consulting 
Services; 

• All subcontracts must be approved in writing by the TWDB before being contracted or 
assigned; and 

• Grant applicants must hold a minimum of three public meetings between the project 
participants, consultants, local entities, the TWDB, and the affected public to solicit 
comments on the content of the planning project, and to receive comments on the draft 
final project report. 

 
In response to the TWDB Fiscal Year 2016 Request for Proposal for Flood Planning Projects, the 
City of Buda submitted a grant application for a proposed Flood Early Warning System (FEWS).  
On August 25, 2016, the TWDB authorized a Disaster Contingency Fund Flood Protection Grant 
for the City of Buda for this project. 
 
The City of Buda Expansion of the Hays County, Texas, Flood Early Warning System Network 
within the Austin-Travis Lakes Planning Area project has increased community flood resilience 
through implementation of structural measures intended to reduce risks to persons and property.  
This project involved the construction of permanent FEWS installations at selected flood-prone 
locations on public roads within the City of Buda, Texas.  The project has provided timely and 
effective information and enabled the community to more proactively respond to flood threats. 
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Acronyms  
 
A       Amp 
ALERT2  Automated Local Evaluation in Real Time; 2nd generation 
AGL     Above Ground Level 
Ah      Amp-hour 
AM      Amplitude Modulation 
BNC     Bayonet Neill–Concelman 
d/s       Downstream 
ESC     Erosion and Sediment Control 
FCC     Federal Communications Commission 
FEMA    Federal Emergency Management Agency 
FEWS    Flood Early Warning System 
FM      Farm-to-Market 
GPS     Global Positioning System 
HMP     Hazard Mitigation Plan 
LCRA    Lower Colorado River Authority 
MHz     Megahertz 
MUTCD  Manual of Uniform Traffic Control Devices 
NFHL    National Flood Hazard Layer 
NFIP     National Flood Insurance Program 
NOAA    National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration 
PCB     Printed Circuit Board 
PT       Pressure Transducer 
RM      Ranch-to-Market 
RX/TX   Receive and Transmit 
SCADA   Supervisory Control and Data Acquisition 
SFHA    Special Flood Hazard Area 
SDI-12    Serial Digital Interface at 1200 baud 
SMA     Sub-Miniature (version) A 
TDMA    Time-Division Multiple Access 
TWDB    Texas Water Development Board 
u/s       Upstream 
USGS    United States Geological Survey 
VDC     Volts Direct Current 
WSE     Water Surface Elevation 
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_________________________________________ 
1 Background and introduction 
 
Riverine flooding is the result of persistent precipitation over a widespread area that results in a 
time-delayed water surface rise causing downstream (d/s) watercourses to overflow their banks.  
Flash flooding is typically the result of intense rainfall over a relatively small area in a short 
amount of time.  Urban flooding is characterized by shallow concentrated and channelized 
surface water flow that rises and falls rapidly across properties with little or no advance warning. 
 
The overall factors that affect flooding severity include the spatial distribution, intensity, and 
duration of a rainfall event over the receiving catchment; the carrying capacity of the receiving 
drainage course or stream network; the antecedent conditions to the rainfall event; and the ability 
of the ground surface and vegetation to hold precipitation.  The extent of damage caused by 
urban flooding is related not just to the severity of the storm event, but also to the vulnerability 
of persons living and working in flood-prone areas.  Flood resiliency efforts abate vulnerability 
and permit impacted individuals to prepare for and avoid flood threats. 
 
The City of Buda experiences periodic riverine and frequent flash flooding.  This flooding is a 
frequent hazard within the community that poses a threat to life and property, as was the case 
with the Halloween 2013, October 30, 2015, and May 27, 2016, flood events (all three declared 
Presidential Disasters) that severely affected Buda. 
 
On October 31, 2013, record rainfall fell within the Onion Creek catchment, which then over 
topped the Onion Creek Bridge on Ranch-to-Market (RM) 967.  Barricades were in place at Old 
Black Colony Road and Cole Springs Road when it was obvious that roadway overtopping was 
inevitable.  While multiple cars turned around, one driver chose to drive around the barricades 
and a swift water rescue was required to extract the driver. Old Black Colony Road and Cole 
Springs Road are closed on an average of three times a year due to rushing water. In 2016, Old 
Black Colony Road and Cole Springs Road were barricaded three times due to flash flooding. 
Other areas within the City of Buda that are prone to roadway overtopping and flash flooding are 
Bluff Street between Farm-to-Market (FM) 2770 and RM 967; the Garlic Creek culvert on RM 
967; and the culvert upstream (u/s) of the Cullen Country Pond tributary on RM 967. 
 
Even seasonal rain events of two inches per hour cause street flooding at Cole Springs Road and 
Old Black Colony Road.  Depending on the amount of soil moisture present, three to four inches 
of rainfall over several hours will cause flooding at Bluff Street; four to five inches within a four-
hour period will cause flooding at the Garlic Creek culvert on RM 967; and six to twelve inches 
of rain u/s of Onion Creek Bridge at RM 967 will cause flooding at the bridge. 
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Hazard mitigation is defined as "any action taken to reduce or eliminate the risk to human life 
and property from natural hazards", listed in 44 Code of Federal Regulations Subpart M, 
206.401.  The most recent Hays County Hazard Mitigation Plan Update includes flood warning 
systems as a hazard mitigation goal for the City of Buda.  The FEWS project helps achieve that 
objective.  The specific Hazard Mitigation Plan goal addressed is the “monitoring of 
precipitation, stream levels, and water rise at low water crossings at the designated project 
location 24 hours a day, 365 days a year.”  Further, the construction of FEWS at flood-prone 
locations in the City of Buda enhances the countywide FEWS.  During a flood event, City and 
County staff and emergency management personnel are now able to work more closely for 
effective and timely community response during flood events. 
 
A FEWS involves a combination of tools and processes embedded within the emergency 
management structures coordinated by local, county, state, and federal agencies.  An effective 
FEWS requires four essential elements: a knowledge of the risk; an employment of applicable 
technical monitoring and warning infrastructure; a dissemination of appropriate warnings to at-
risk individuals; and an aware public that is prepared to act.  FEWS are increasingly considered 
to be an effective hazard mitigation tool and an integral component of disaster preparedness. 
 
A properly designed and implemented FEWS can save lives and reduce property damage by 
increasing the time to prepare and respond to the threat of floods or flash floods. A reliable 
infrastructure for flood risk management allows authorities to respond effectively and therefore 
work to prevent loss of life. 
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_________________________________________ 
2 Methodology 
 
On June 7, 2016, the Buda City Council approved a resolution affirming the City of Buda’s 
commitment to complete a grant project meeting the objectives of the TWDB Flood Protection 
Planning Program.  Resolution No. 2016-R-11 is attached as Appendix A to this report.  On 
August 25, 2016, the TWDB authorized a flood protection grant for a $585,780 FEWS project 
for the City of Buda out of the Disaster Contingency Fund.  The grant, which benefits the Onion 
Creek Watershed within the Austin-Travis Lakes Planning Area, supported the construction of 
permanent FEWS equipment along selected flood-prone public roads in the City of Buda.  The 
TWDB share of total project costs is the lesser of $292,890 or 50 percent of total project costs. 
 
On January 27, 2017, the TWDB Executive Administrator executed a project contract with the 
City of Buda with a Project Completion Date of April 30, 2018.  At the request of the City of 
Buda, the TWDB twice consented to extend the Project Completion Date.  The Project 
Completion Date was ultimately extended to January 31, 2019. 
 
The City of Buda was required to conduct public meetings in the interest of project participants, 
consultants, local entities, the TWDB, and other community stakeholders.  The purpose of these 
meetings was to describe the project, and to solicit input and comments from the affected public.  
Public meetings were required to be conducted in accordance with the Texas Open Meetings Act 
and held upon agreement between the City of Buda and TWDB.  The public meetings were 
required, at a minimum, at the commencement of the project, near the mid-point of the project, 
and upon completion of this report. 
 
Ahead of each public meeting, a public meeting notice was issued through the City of Buda 
Public Information Office and published under official notices on the City of Buda’s website by 
the City Clerk.  Each official notice stated that “The project is being funded jointly by the City of 
Buda and the Texas Water Development Board, with project management services provided by 
the City of Buda.” 
 
The following public meetings were for the project: 

• The first public meeting occurred during the Public Hearing portion of the Tuesday, 
March 7, 2017, Regular Buda City Council Meeting.  Kara Denney of the TWDB 
attended and spoke at this public meeting. 

• The second public meeting occurred during the Public Hearing portion of the Tuesday, 
May 1, 2018, Regular Buda City Council Meeting.  Joshua Oyer of the TWDB attended 
and spoke at this public meeting. 
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• The third and final public meeting occurred during the Public Hearing portion of the 
Tuesday, January 19, 2019, Regular Buda City Council Meeting.  Sara Hustead of the 
TWDB attended and spoke at this public meeting. 

 
After each narrative and visual presentation, an opportunity was provided to receive input from 
project stakeholders, regarding the City of Buda FEWS flood planning project.  Public comments 
were solicited in both written and verbal form.  Each of the public meeting presentations is 
archived at www.ci.buda.tx.us/390/Council-Board-Commission-Meetings---VIEW.  
 
Project development 
 
Fully automated signals were proposed for the following flood-prone locations: 
 
Garlic Greek Culverts on RM 967 
During a flood event, Garlic Creek overtops RM 967.  Water rises over the top of the roadway 
due to undersized culverts and tailwater from the d/s channel. The average annual daily traffic 
for this crossing is 10,000 vehicles per day. 
 
Bluff Street between RM 967 and FM 2770 
During a flood event, a tributary to Onion Creek overtops Bluff Street.  The average annual daily 
traffic for this roadway is 750 vehicles per day. 
 
Onion Creek Bridge on RM 967 
During a flood event, Onion Creek overtops RM 967. The average annual daily traffic for this 
bridge crossing is 11,400 vehicles per day. 
 
Cole Springs Road at RM 967 
During a flood event, Onion Creek overtops Cole Springs Roadway. The overtopped area is 
approximately one mile in length. The warning stations at the Cole Springs Road installation are 
controlled by the FEWS base station installed with the Onion Creek Bridge project.  The average 
annual daily traffic for this roadway is 1,173 vehicles per day. 
 
Main Street at Bradfield Park 
During a flood event, a tributary to Onion Creek flowing through Bradfield Park overtops Main 
Street.  The average annual daily traffic for this roadway is 10500 vehicles per day.  (A warning 
system was not installed at this location.  Under the 2014 Bond Proposition 3 – Streets, the City 
of Buda procured a professional service consultant to design an expansion of the Main Street 
culvert that will capture and convey the base flood event and eliminates overtopping of Main 
Street.  Construction of the Main Street Improvements Project will begin in the Summer of 
2019). 
 

http://www.ci.buda.tx.us/390/Council-Board-Commission-Meetings---VIEW
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Each FEWS installation includes two automatic flashing warning signs, one located on either end 
of the roadway inundation area.  The construction plans representing the as-built conditions for 
each of these installations are provided in Appendices B.1 through B.6 of this report. 
 
Project procurement 
 
Hays County has implemented several TWDB-funded projects involving FEWS installations.  
After both Hays County and the City of Buda were notified of TWDB Fiscal Year 2016 Disaster 
Contingency Fund Flood Protection Grant project award, Hays County invited City of Buda 
Public Works staff to participate in the evaluation of FEWS equipment vendor qualifications and 
selection.  Because Hays County competitively bid the installation of the FEWS equipment in 
accordance with statutory provisions and included a cooperative purchasing clause, the City of 
Buda was able to use the same vendor selected by Hays County - Water & Earth Technologies 
(WET).  The City of Buda benefitted from Hays County’s Request for Proposal for the FEWS 
equipment and ensured that the City of Buda’s equipment is fully compatible with the 
countywide FEWS. 
 
The City of Buda executed a subcontract agreement with WET to procure and install the 
proposed low-water crossing warning system installations within the City of Buda.  The form of 
contract with WET was approved by Hays County on December 20, 2016 and authorized by the 
Hays County Commissioners Court on January 23, 2017.  A construction kick-off meeting was 
held with WET on February 8, 2018.  The City of Buda issued a Notice-To-Proceed to WET on 
February 28, 2018. 
 
Project deployment 
 
The project involved the installation of new automated water surface elevation (WSE) sensors 
and traffic flashers at the selected public roadway low-water crossings identified in Figure 1. 
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Figure 1.   City of Buda FEWS Installations 
 
The City of Buda FEWS installations transmit to the Hays County base station at the Hays 
County Government Center through a radio receiver/decoder through a relay station at the Buda 
Fire Station #3 located at Bluff Street and FM 2770/Jack C Hays Trail.  The project FEWS were 
integrated into the existing Hays County time-division multiple access (TDMA) plan using the 
ALERT2 radio transmission protocol.  The City of Buda has access to the station data in real 
time though a web application.  The FEWS communicates via a Supervisory Control and Data 
Acquisition (SCADA) system and officials are automatically notified when the warning signs are 
activated. SCADA is a system for remote monitoring and control that operates with coded 
signals over communication channels. 
 
WET was subcontracted on a turnkey basis to perform all necessary field tasks for the 
installation of the new flasher stations.  Major subcontract project tasks included permitting, 
Federal Communications Commission (FCC) radio licensing, construction drawing preparation, 
database management, shop fabrication, system programming, field installation, testing, and field 
project management.  WET also fabricated the flasher assemblies and foundations with the 
approval of the City of Buda. 
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Master gauging stations and remote warning stations 
 
Each monitoring site includes a pressure transducer (PT) stream gauge that automatically activates 
flashing lights on two emergency roadway flashers. The flashing lights are mounted on traffic 
poles on each side of the low water crossing (two poles per low water crossing, visible to drivers 
approaching from both directions). 
 
One pole holds the master controller; the other holds a slave controller. The master and slave 
controllers share data and controls through a 900 MHz radio link. The master controller receives 
water level data from the PT and automatically turns on flashing lights when the water level 
reaches a predefined limit. The lights turn off when the level drops to a preset limit or a time limit 
expires. A licensed 170 MHz ALERT2 radio telemetry system transmits the master and slave 
controller data to a Hays County FEWS network base station (either directly to the primary base 
station or via a distributed base station) and receives control commands from the base station. 
 
WET procured network components and equipment for the project from HydroLynx Systems, Inc. 
Installation manuals for the listed equipment are included as Appendix C to this report.  The 
installation and maintenance of network hardware, and training related to the station equipment 
was provided by WET. 
 
The following master equipment has been installed at the RM 967 Onion Creek Bridge/Cole 
Springs Road, the RM 967 Garlic Greek culvert, and the Bluff Street flood gauging locations: 

• Three (3) flashers in 10-foot standpipe with grounding tab 
• Three (3) packaged repeaters (canister with 1 BNC, 1 SMA connectors, SDI-12 water level 

sensor and rain gauge inputs; Ritron ALERT2 radio RX/TX Frequency 171.100; ALERT2 
decoder/ demodulator; ALERT2 encoder PCB for repeater; & ALERT2 transmit cables) 

• Three (3) AM antenna mast assemblies and omnidirectional antenna with antenna cables 
and connectors 

• Three (3) GPS antenna with lightning protection 
• Three (3) gel cell batteries (22 Ah, 12 VDC) 
• Three (3) rain gauges 
• Three (3) pressure transducers with cabling 
• Three (3) lifting ropes 

 
The following equipment has been installed at the RM 967 Onion Creek Bridge flood gauging 
location: 

• SDI-12 radar water level sensor 
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The following equipment has been installed to support the (1) RM 967 Onion Creek Bridge/Cole 
Springs Road, the (2) RM 967 Garlic Greek Culvert, and the (3) Bluff Street flood gauging 
locations: 

• Eleven (11) pole-mounted slave flashers with 900 MHz spread spectrum radio 
with antenna, cabling, and lightening protection 

• Three (3) relays (10 A) 
 
Installation schedule 
 
The detailed equipment installation schedule for the project was as follows (all dates are 2018): 
 
Site 50042 - Onion Creek Bridge at RM 967 
Installation of standpipe, conduit & riser: March 29th - 30th 
Date of Completion: April 2nd 
 
Site 50043 - Cole Springs Road at Old Black Colony Road 
Installation of conduit: March 30th & 31st 
Installation of riser pipe: March 31st 
Installation of master pole foundation: April 16th 
Installation of slave pole foundation: April 17th 
Date of completion: June 21st 
 
Site 50044 - RM 967 at Garlic Creek West 
Installation of slave pole foundation: April 27th 
Installation of master pole foundation: April 28th 
Installation of conduit and riser pipe: April 29th 
Date of completion: June 13th 
 
Site 50045 - RM 967 at Garlic Creek East 
Installation of slave pole foundation: April 18th 
Installation of master pole foundation: April 25th 
Installation of conduit: April 26th 
Installation of riser pipe: April 29th 
Date of completion: June 26th 
 
Site 50046 - Bluff Street @ Peach Street 
Installation of slave 1: May 23rd 
Installation of slave 2: May 26th 
Installation of riser: July 12th 
Installation of master: July 12th 
Date of completion: July 31st 



 
 
 
 
 

 13                        City of Buda Flood Early Warning System - TWDB Contract No. 1600012037 
 
 

 
Site 50047 - RM 967 at Bluff Street 
Installation of master: May 23rd 
Installation of slave 1: May 24th 
Installation of slave 2: June 7th 
Installation of riser: June 6th 
Date of completion: July 31st 
 
Basic warranty 
 
The equipment furnished and installed for this project was field tested to perform according to 
the manufacturer’s specifications. The equipment is state-of-the-art with readily available 
replacement parts.  The HydroLynx Systems warranties that the installed products are free from 
defects in material and workmanship under normal use and service for a period of one year from 
the date of shipment from the factory. 
 
Similarly, the installation workmanship at all sites is warranted by WET for a period of one year 
from the date of installation, except in the case of damage outside of WET’s control, including 
vandalism or an automobile accident impacting a station.  In such instances, the City of Buda is 
responsible for the replacement of damaged components and the installation and calibration of 
the replaced equipment. 
 
Barricades, signs, and traffic control devices 
 
Following completion of installing all the flashers, the City of Buda ordered and provided all 
required Manual of Uniform Traffic Control Devices (MUTCD) conformant traffic warning 
signage to the WET field crew.  The sign text for the 36-inch by 36-inch dimension signs 
conforms to other FEWS installations completed by WET for Hays County.  The station signage 
is as follows: 
 

• Cole Springs Road at Old Black Colony Road – 2 signs 
• RM 967 at Garlic Creek West – 2 signs 
• RM 967 at Garlic Creek East – 2 signs 
• Bluff Street at Peach Street – 3 signs 
• RM 967 at Bluff Street – 2 signs 

 
Final stabilization 
There were no regulatory requirements for erosion and sediment control (ESC) measures for this 
project based upon the extremely limited extent of land disturbance associated with this 
construction activity.  All work was completed in public right-of-way.  WET exercised good 
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housekeeping and pollution prevention measures during performance of the work.  All FEWS 
installation sites have been cleaned up and stabilized. 
 
Data management 
 
The City of Buda obtained an FCC radio license for all flasher sites.  Evidence of licensure is 
attached as Appendix D to this report.  The City of Buda FEWS installations interface with the 
communication system/software maintained and operated by the Hays County Office of 
Emergency Management.  The City of Buda coordinated data standards and collection protocols 
to match existing efforts to ensure consistency and compatibility with existing countywide flood 
warning and forecasting efforts. 
 
Data are reported to the Hays Informed website hosted by the Hays County Office of Emergency 
Management.  The Hays County WETMap application is a publicly accessible website 
(http://novastar-main.co.hays.tx.us/WETMapV3/HaysCounty/public/WETMap.html) for use in 
providing information on flood conditions.  A screen capture from this application is provided as 
Figure 2 to the report. 
 

 
Figure 2.  Hays County WETMap 
 
Data collected as part of this project are made available so long as the equipment remains 
operational. 
 

http://novastar-main.co.hays.tx.us/WETMapV3/HaysCounty/public/WETMap.html
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Future tasks 
Following submittal of the final report for the project, the following tasks are planned: 
 

• WET is continuing to evaluate improving signal redundancy of the Hays County FEWS 
network with the new Buda FEWS stations so that each station is better able to be 
received at multiple base stations. To accomplish this task, the receiver/decoder (base 
station) at the Buda Fire Station on FM 2770 may ultimately be relocated to the City of 
Buda’s Beacon Hill potable water distribution system elevated storage tank on RM 967 
1-½ miles west of FM 1626. 

• The City of Buda has negotiated an annual maintenance agreement with WET to start 
after the basic warranty period expires in April 2019. 
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_________________________________________ 
3 Results 
 
The City of Buda’s submitted a draft project report to the TWDB on January 31, 2019.  The 
TWDB provided review comments on the draft report, which are attached as Appendix E to this 
report and have been incorporated into this final report. 
 
The City of Buda followed industry standards and best practices to ensure that the Flood Early 
Warning System’s installation was performed properly and in full working order well ahead of 
the project deadline.  The City of Buda secured a proposal from WET for ongoing maintenance 
to be performed regularly so that the FEWS equipment is kept in good working order.  The City 
of Buda has fully accepted the equipment for its intended use and is liable for any damage to and 
loss of such equipment if such damage or loss is due to negligence or deliberate misuse.  The 
FEWS equipment is covered by the City of Buda’s property liability insurance coverage 
provided through the Texas Municipal League.  The City of Buda will keep and maintain records 
relating to the necessity for and the use of the FEWS equipment.  The City of Buda values the 
public new assets and understands that the FEWS equipment must be maintained for a minimum 
of a five-year period.  
 
Because the City of Buda has sought to avoid damage or destruction of the expensive FEWS 
components, either by the hand of man or natural events, WET made every effort to design and 
construct the monitoring installations so that they are robust.  However, because the equipment is 
located within floodplains, WET cannot guarantee that there will be no damage in the aftermath 
of a large flood event; however, WET has a proven track record for stations surviving flood 
events (including in Hays County) as long as bridges and roads in the stream gauge vicinity do 
not wash out and the channel does not significantly re-align. 
 
WET has assured the City of Buda that all equipment provided for this project has a history of 
successful operating experience in similar installations and was in a new and unused condition 
upon installation.  The equipment is state-of-the-art and readily available replacement parts are 
available. All equipment used for this project was approved by the City of Buda prior to 
installation. 
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_________________________________________ 
4 Conclusions 
 
The project has yielded the following benefits: 

• The early flood detection system has improved safety in flood prone areas of the City of 
Buda; 

• The installed equipment is compatible with, and has enhanced, Hays County’s FEWS 
network; and 

• The project is providing flood monitoring data that support flood mitigation efforts. 
 
  



 
 
 
 
 

 18                        City of Buda Flood Early Warning System - TWDB Contract No. 1600012037 
 
 

_________________________________________ 
5 Acknowledgements 
 
The City of Buda wishes to acknowledge the following organizations and individuals who have 
assisted in the completion of the City of Buda FEWS project: 
 
Texas Water Development Board staff, including State Flood Grants Coordinator Ivan Ortiz and 
his current and past National Flood Insurance Program and Flood Outreach associates Kara 
Denney, Joshua Oyer, and Sara Hustead, provided valuable guidance throughout the project. 
 
Justin McInnis, Assistant Director & Assistant Emergency Management Coordinator, with the 
Hays County Office of Emergency Services. 
 
Mike Beggs and Brian Lillibridge with the City of Buda Public Works Department. 
 
Markus Ritsch, Eric Carlson, and Rob Niedenzu with Water & Earth Technologies, Inc. 
 
The Buda City Council, without whose support on behalf of the citizens of Buda this project would 
not have been possible. 
 
 
  



 
 
 
 
 

 19                        City of Buda Flood Early Warning System - TWDB Contract No. 1600012037 
 
 

_________________________________________ 
6 References 
 
Ward,  Jeffrey S. & Associates, 2017, “Hays County Hazard Mitigation Plan”. 
 
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration, et al., 2012 “National Weather Service Flood 
Warning Systems Manual”. 
 
  

 


	Final Report - TWDB Contract No 1600012037 (Appendices A through B3).pdf
	App B1 50044 - RM 967 AT GARLIC CREEK WEST.PDF
	50044 - 01 - AERIAL
	50044 - 02 - RISER
	50044 - 03 - MASTER
	50044 - 04 - SLAVE 1
	50044 - 05 - SLAVE 2

	App B2 50045 - RM 967 AT GARLIC CREEK EAST.PDF
	50045 - 01 - AERIAL
	50045 - 02 - RISER
	50045 - 03 - CONDUIT
	50045 - 04 - MASTER
	50045 - 05 - SLAVE

	App B3 50046 - BLUFF STREET AT PEACH STREET.PDF
	50046 - 01 - AERIAL
	50046 - 02 - RISER
	50046 - 03 - CONDUIT
	50046 - 04 - MASTER
	50046 - 05 - SLAVE 1
	50046 - 06 - SLAVE 2

	App B4 50047 - RM 967 AT BLUFF STREET.PDF
	50047 - 01 - AERIAL
	50047 - 02 - RISER
	50047 - 03 - CONDUIT 1
	50047 - 04 - CONDUIT 2
	50047 - 05 - CONDUIT 3
	50047 - 06 - CONDUIT 4
	50047 - 07 - MASTER
	50047 - 08 - SLAVE 1
	50047 - 09 - SLAVE 2

	App B5 50042 - ONION CREEK BRIDGE.PDF
	50042 - 01 - AERIAL
	50042 - 02 - STANDPIPE
	50042 - 03 - CONDUIT 1
	50042 - 04 - CONDUIT 2
	50042 - 05 - CONDUIT 3
	50042 - 06 - CONDUIT 4
	50042 - 07 - RISER

	App B6 50043 - COLE SPRINGS RD.PDF
	50043 - 01 - AERIAL
	50043 - 02 - RISER
	50043 - 03 - CONDUIT
	50043 - 04 - MASTER
	50043 - 05 - SLAVE 1


	Final Report - TWDB Contract No 1600012037 (Appendices B4 through B6).pdf
	App B1 50044 - RM 967 AT GARLIC CREEK WEST.PDF
	50044 - 01 - AERIAL
	50044 - 02 - RISER
	50044 - 03 - MASTER
	50044 - 04 - SLAVE 1
	50044 - 05 - SLAVE 2

	App B2 50045 - RM 967 AT GARLIC CREEK EAST.PDF
	50045 - 01 - AERIAL
	50045 - 02 - RISER
	50045 - 03 - CONDUIT
	50045 - 04 - MASTER
	50045 - 05 - SLAVE

	App B3 50046 - BLUFF STREET AT PEACH STREET.PDF
	50046 - 01 - AERIAL
	50046 - 02 - RISER
	50046 - 03 - CONDUIT
	50046 - 04 - MASTER
	50046 - 05 - SLAVE 1
	50046 - 06 - SLAVE 2

	App B4 50047 - RM 967 AT BLUFF STREET.PDF
	50047 - 01 - AERIAL
	50047 - 02 - RISER
	50047 - 03 - CONDUIT 1
	50047 - 04 - CONDUIT 2
	50047 - 05 - CONDUIT 3
	50047 - 06 - CONDUIT 4
	50047 - 07 - MASTER
	50047 - 08 - SLAVE 1
	50047 - 09 - SLAVE 2

	App B5 50042 - ONION CREEK BRIDGE.PDF
	50042 - 01 - AERIAL
	50042 - 02 - STANDPIPE
	50042 - 03 - CONDUIT 1
	50042 - 04 - CONDUIT 2
	50042 - 05 - CONDUIT 3
	50042 - 06 - CONDUIT 4
	50042 - 07 - RISER

	App B6 50043 - COLE SPRINGS RD.PDF
	50043 - 01 - AERIAL
	50043 - 02 - RISER
	50043 - 03 - CONDUIT
	50043 - 04 - MASTER
	50043 - 05 - SLAVE 1


	Final Report - TWDB Contract No 1600012037 (Appendices C through E).pdf
	App B1 50044 - RM 967 AT GARLIC CREEK WEST.PDF
	50044 - 01 - AERIAL
	50044 - 02 - RISER
	50044 - 03 - MASTER
	50044 - 04 - SLAVE 1
	50044 - 05 - SLAVE 2

	App B2 50045 - RM 967 AT GARLIC CREEK EAST.PDF
	50045 - 01 - AERIAL
	50045 - 02 - RISER
	50045 - 03 - CONDUIT
	50045 - 04 - MASTER
	50045 - 05 - SLAVE

	App B3 50046 - BLUFF STREET AT PEACH STREET.PDF
	50046 - 01 - AERIAL
	50046 - 02 - RISER
	50046 - 03 - CONDUIT
	50046 - 04 - MASTER
	50046 - 05 - SLAVE 1
	50046 - 06 - SLAVE 2

	App B4 50047 - RM 967 AT BLUFF STREET.PDF
	50047 - 01 - AERIAL
	50047 - 02 - RISER
	50047 - 03 - CONDUIT 1
	50047 - 04 - CONDUIT 2
	50047 - 05 - CONDUIT 3
	50047 - 06 - CONDUIT 4
	50047 - 07 - MASTER
	50047 - 08 - SLAVE 1
	50047 - 09 - SLAVE 2

	App B5 50042 - ONION CREEK BRIDGE.PDF
	50042 - 01 - AERIAL
	50042 - 02 - STANDPIPE
	50042 - 03 - CONDUIT 1
	50042 - 04 - CONDUIT 2
	50042 - 05 - CONDUIT 3
	50042 - 06 - CONDUIT 4
	50042 - 07 - RISER

	App B6 50043 - COLE SPRINGS RD.PDF
	50043 - 01 - AERIAL
	50043 - 02 - RISER
	50043 - 03 - CONDUIT
	50043 - 04 - MASTER
	50043 - 05 - SLAVE 1



