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October 3, 2006

Big Roberts
Texas Water Development Board
P. 0. Bolt 13231
Austin, TX 18711-33231

Dear Sir :

Please include the following statement in the public comment section of the Water for Texas 2007 State
Water Plan,

My brother and I have been ranching since 1984 full time and we have raised several large Sinmentai
bus that weighed over 2000 pounds . That is a lot of tuil but not even use to the bug that is in the draft
2007 State Water Plan . The numbers of acre feel needed (actuatty wanted is a better term), the
population growth and the amount of water currently available are not consistent Mthln the plan and
seem to me to be pure speculation and guess work . It is true that the population is grcwrncr and that
ore water will be needed but this plan does not take the problem seriously . It re omnverxls a
temporary bawl-aid approach to an ever present and ever growing problem that wilt never be solved by
simply Wadding more reservoirs. If you wish to tackle the problem, you nest get serious and get into
the business of supplying water and get out of the way of agriculture and quit attacking rural county tax
bases .

The problem with supplying water is that the more fresh cheap water people have, the more they will
use and waste it. People didn't use nearly as much water per capita per day back ,hen they had to
draw it up from the well or cistern or tote it in from the creek in a bucket . You will never have enough
water for the population if it remains cheap and convenient. You will always have the poor who can't
afford expensive water and they must be supplied as wet If iesidemtiai water was priced at $20.00 for
the fast 21)00 m. Pons and $ 5 .00 11000 gallons for the next 2000 gallons and S 50 .00 i 1000 gagoms for
[tie next 20M gallons and S 5()0 .00!1000 gallons for the next 2000 gallons and so on. the problem of
cheap and convenient water starts to disappear and yet poor people can still afford to keep the water
turned on .

The next problem with supplying water is that it is not readily available everywfiere. Weather patterns
change and tottmrafly wet areas are in a drought and dry areas get flooded . Underground aquifers are
diffici4t to predict as to their capacity, recharge rate and draw doom rate . Why not go to the source of
all water, why not gel serious and go to the ocean and desalinate water? The oceans cover tw+o thirds
of the earth's surface and the technology to desalinate that water is on every US Navy ship and
submarine . Pipelines could be built along the runt of ways of major highways to carry raw water and to
connect existing takes and municipal water suppliers as well as a network of wells along the way .
ve era fly_ v4iy ns' loam a state water grid to move water to the areas that need it arxi from the areas
that have too mu ch : the same way that electricity is moved on a grid in Texas?
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The nerd problem with stppl)irQ water is that the Texas Water Development Board has Sdverterdy
caused the 16 regions of the Texas Water Development Board to form an anW l hirer . creek and ditch
land grab to build as many nod hole reservoirs as possible before someone'tioes. The real term for
this action is GREED, especially by Region C . Water developers are forever in the face of agriculture,
taking the best farm land available to build more mud lot- lakes when two thirds of the earth is already
covered with deep water and they want to take the lard and not pay a fair market value as is
supFc,serly rectwed by the fifth amsrfir t to the LIS crmstitdion . Evciy reservoir butt renxrves tax
base from rural schools and counties whirr can least afford the loss and al the water is sold to dies
that put nothstg back into the viral areas and it is sold by quasi-governmental entities that do not pay
taxes to either the cities or the rural areas . On top of this, reservoirs are the least dependable sources
of water in times of drought and as the best reservoir sites have already been developed, the remaining
sites are mostly shallow water reservoirs that are even less dependable water sources. US energy
policy seems to be shifting to rerwrobie sources and that volt require all of the best farmland to be
available for farming, not put underwater but more water will be needed to supply irigalion water . The
current plant seems to be to take water rights from agriculture and to ask agnc litre to coosene able
the cities spkrge- The answer to the problem of stppyig water does not bee in the building of more
costly shallow water reservoirs at the expense of agriculture and rural Texas .

The last problem I wish to address is the cost . The current draft plan colts for 14 new major and two
mirror resservors at who lmows how many boon dollars and for 4500 water management strategies
costing $ 30.7 Mien and states that water shortages could cost as much as $ 98.4 bAon by 2060 but
that is not nearly alt the cost. That is only the monetary cost to the state government and does not
include the loss of hones, farms, ranches, inheritances, lives and jobs of those Texans who are cast
out of their dreams and Ire's work and off their land so that more mud hole lakes can be built . The
plans costs do not include the lost agrcullual produotion, the loss of the wildlife and scenery of rural
Texas. the lass of family ittterilances and yogis of life for marry Texans and the loss of more Land area
than several mashie', i1 Texas to takes that are riot recreational or fishing fines bit mud hole
reservoir.

In summary. I ask that you remove all new reservoirs from the state plan and concentrate your efforts
and money in tie desalination of ocean water and the construction of a state water grid to distribute the
water . Require conservation by nalarg water valuable and Improve the capacity of edstsg reservoirs
by dredging and dg wets alt along pipelines to add extra water without over pumping any one area .
Get out of the face of agriculture armd rural Texas and get really serious about suppyirg water by
tapping the big lake, the ocean in a really big, serious way . It alt have to be done Borne time and we
need to get started now .

Sincerely .

irlrluel Yarbrotgn
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Bill Roberts
Texas Water Development Board
P. 0. Box 13231
Austin, TX 78711-3231
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Texas Water Development Board
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