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Cotober 3, 2006

Bifl Roberts

Tewas Water Development Board
P.O. Box 13231

Austing TX 787113231

Draar Sir

Please incllide the following stalement in the public comment section of the Walter for Texas 2007 State
Water Plan,

Iy brother and | have been ranching since 1884 Rl time and we have raised several large Simmental
s that weighed over 2000 pounds. That is a ot of bull but not even close to the budl that s in the draft
2007 Sizle Water Plan, The numbers of aore feet needed {aciuslly wented & 2 befier iem), the
population grovdh and the amount of waler cumently available are not consistent within the plan and
szem fo me o be pure speculstion amd quess work 1 is frue that the popuiation B growing and that
micke water will be needed it this plan does not take the problam senously. | recommends a
tempoerary banshaid approach 1o an ever present and ever growing problem that wall never be solved by
simply building more reservoirs. I you wish o tackie the problem, you must gel serious and get inlo
the business of supplying water and get oul of the way of agriculture and quit altacking rural county tax
bases.

The problem with supplying water is that the more fresh cheap water people have, the more they wil
use and wasle . People didnt use neatly as much waler per capita per day back when they had fo
draw it up from the well or cistemn or tote # in from the creek in a bucket, You will never have enotgh
water for the population if & remains cheap and convenlerd.  You will abways have the poor who cant
afford expensive water and they must be supplied as well. I residential waler was priced at § 2000 for
the first 2000 gaflons and § 5.00 /1000 gallons for the nexd 2000 galions and $ 50.00 / 1600 gallons for
the next 2000 galons and § 500.00M1000 gallons for the next 2000 gaflons and so on, the problem of
cheap and convenient water stards 1o disappear and vel poor people can stil afford to Reep the vialer
tumed on.

The next problem with supplying water is that # is not readly availble everywhere. Weather pattems
change and normally wet areas are in a drought and diy areas get flooded.  Underground aguifers are
difficult to predict as to thelr capacity, recharge rate and draw dovm rate. Why not go 1o the source of
2 water, why not get sevious and 6o to the ocean and desalinate water? The oceans cover two thirds
mmmﬁmwmmmmmtmmmmmusmmm
submanine, Pipelines coudd be buill slong the right of ways of major highways o carry raw waler and lo
connect esfing lakes and municipal water supofiers as well as a network of wells along the way,
Seconddly, why net form 2 shile waler grid fo move water fo the areas that need & and from the areas
that have foo much; the sams way that eleciricity is moved on a arid in Texas?
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hole resevoirs as possible before . The real term for
C. Water developers are forever in the face of agriculiure,
available to build more mud hole lakes when two thirds of the earth is already
want o take the land and nol pav 2 fair markel valee as s

rural areas and R s sold by quasi-govemmental enfilies that do not pay
rural areas.  On top of this, reservoirs are the least dependable sources
of water in times of drought and as the best reservoir sites have already been developed, the remaining
sites are mostly shallow water reservolrs thal are even iess dependable water sources. LIS energy
policy seems i be shifling lo reneweble sources and thal will require afl of the best fammiand to be
avaiiable for famming, nol pul undervater but more water waill be needed to supply imigation water. The
cument plan seems 1o be to lake water rights from agricufture and to ask agriculture 1o consenve while
the cilies spharge. The answer o the problem of supplying vater does not e in the buiiding of more
costly shallow water reservoirs at the sxpense of agriculture and rural Texas.

§

wish to address is the cost. The cument draft plan calls for 14 new maior and two
who knows how many bilion dofiars and for 4500 water management stralegies
$ 30.7 bilion and slales that waler shorlages coukd cost as much as $ 88.4 bifion by 2080 bul
afl the cosl. That monetary cosl to the siate government and does nol
loss of homes, famms, ranches, inheritances, fives and jobs of those Texans who are cast
Uhelr drearns and We's work and off thelr land se that more mug hole lakes can be bult, The
do nol molude the lost agricuitural production, e loss of the wildife and socenery of rural

the loss of family inheriiances and ways of fife or many Texans and the loss of mose i2nd area
several counlies in Texas o kakes thal are not recieational or fishing lakes bt mud hole
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