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Development of Brackish Groundwater 
House Bill 30 (84th Texas Legislature, 2015) 

• $2,000,000 appropriated from General Revenue Fund 

• Note that $1,681,446 was dedicated to funding the BRACS studies. The 
remainder paid for two FTE. 

• Four aquifer projects must be completed by December 1, 2016 

• Three other contracted projects  - must be completed by August 31, 2017 

• Map brackish groundwater production zones and estimate 30- and 50-year 
production without causing significant impact to water quality or water 
quantity in freshwater aquifers 

• Include status report in every biennial desalination report, next report due                  
December 1, 2016 (Water Code Sec. 16.060) 

• Remaining aquifers in the state required to be mapped by December 1, 2022 
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Legislated deadline for 4 aquifers to be completed in 2016, other studies must be completed by 2022

We have completed 4 studies and have contracted work for 6, two studies are currently being worked on in house

“significant impact” will be determined in meetings between TWDB and stakeholders
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
The map shows the BRACS study areas

There are some areas that are exceptions to HB 30, located here in Houston, the fort bend and harris-galveston subsidence districts

The Edwards BFZ aquifer and Barton springs groundwater conservation districts are also exceptions

This is available on our website: http://www.twdb.texas.gov/innovativewater/bracs/index.asp



We appreciate data! 

Andrea Croskrey 
Geologist 
Innovative Water Technologies 
Texas Water Development Board 
andrea.croskrey@twdb.texas.gov 
(512) 463-2865 
http://www.twdb.texas.gov/innovativewater/index.asp 
Draft 2017 Water Plan: 
https://2017.texasstatewaterplan.org/statewide 
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