
April 28, 2016 

 

CATEGORICAL EXCLUSION 

TO ALL INTERESTED AGENCIES AND PUBLIC GROUPS: 

As provided by the state environmental review process adopted in the permanent rules of the 

Texas Water Development Board (TWDB) 31 Texas Administrative Code Chapter 371, 

subchapter E, for projects to be funded through the Drinking Water State Revolving Fund 

(DWSRF) Program and consistent with the National Environmental Policy Act, 42 U.S. Code 

§4321, et seq., the Executive Administrator of the Board has determined that the proposed action 

identified below may be exempted from formal environmental review requirements: 

 

San Antonio Water System, Bexar County, Texas 

34th Street Pump Station Improvements Project  

DWSRF PIF No. 11677  

 

The San Antonio Water System (SAWS) is proposing to seek funding from the Drinking Water 

State Revolving Fund (DWSRF) Program to update the 34th Street Pump Station. The project is 

located in western Bexar County, in the City of San Antonio.  Specifically, SAWS plans to: 1) 

replace the existing 3 million gallons per day (MGD) pump with a 6 MGD pump and upsize 

suction and discharge valves and piping, replace a butterfly valve and isolated butterfly valve, 

and improve support facilities at the existing Pump Station Building; 2) installation of new 

chemical storage and feed facilities, including a new chemical fluoride system and a new sodium 

hypochlorite on-site generation system; 3) replace valves and yard piping around the existing 

pressure reducing valve and around the existing chemical injection vault, general site 

improvements including sanitary sewer modifications, re-grading the site for positive drainage, 

site access, fencing, landscaping, lighting and fire protection; and, 4) install a new control system 

including a supervisory control panel, high service pump controls, and install an integrated 

security system.  

 

The 34th Street Pump Station is located a half mile north of US-90 and west of I-10/US87 on 

Flagle Street near the intersection of 34th Street. The project intends to comply with current fire 

codes, Occupational Safety & Health Administration (OSHA) standards, and Texas Commission 

on Environmental Quality (TCEQ) and American Water Works Association (AWWA) standards 

and requirements.  The estimated cost of construction is $13,684,416.  

 

SAWS does not anticipate adverse impacts to state or federally listed protected species or critical 

habitat and waters of the United States, including wetlands, because the project would occur 

entirely within the footprint of the existing pump station site.  A review of the National Wetland 

Inventory (NWI), and the National Hydrologic Database (NHD) maps indicated that no wetlands 

or other waters of the United States are located within the project area. 

 

SAWS performed an asbestos and lead survey and found positive results for asbestos (>1% 

asbestos by weight) on window casement caulking, HVAC unit vibrator damper, electrical wire 

https://www.osha.gov/


insulation and roof parapet mastic.  Positive results for lead-based paint (exceeding 1.0 mg/cm²) 

were found on pipes of the exterior roof, interior basement, and on an interior rafter.   

The TWDB does not fund the testing, remediation, removal, disposal, or related work for 

contaminated or potentially contaminated material.  SAWS is proposing to fund the removal of 

existing materials containing asbestos and re-coating surfaces with high concentrations of lead to 

ensure that no proposed project elements are contaminated, as that would make them ineligible 

for TWDB funding.  It is SAWS responsibility to comply with federal and state regulations for 

the removal and disposal of contaminated material.  The Engineering Report prepared for the 

project states that the removal and disposal of all asbestos-containing materials shall be 

performed in accordance with the requirements of the Code of Federal Regulations (CFR), Title 

40, Part 61, Subpart M, National Emission Standard for Asbestos, or National Emission 

Standards for Hazardous Air Pollutants (40  CFR 61).  The removal of lead-based materials must 

be performed adhering to Federal Regulations 29 CRF 1926.62, OSHA requirements. 

Portions of the project site are located within the 100-year Federal Emergency Management 

Agency (FEMA) floodplain.  Existing structures of the 34th Street Pump Station are currently 

inside of the flood zone and would be raised or relocated. The existing fluoride system will be 

relocated within the existing site outside the floodplain. It is noted that the entire fenced site of 

the proposed project has been previously disturbed. It is an existing facility constructed in the 

1950’s.  SAWS plans to obtain and maintain compliance with the City of San Antonio’s 

Floodplain Development Permit.  Prior to construction, SAWS shall obtain a Floodplain 

Development Permit. Obtaining this permit and adherence to its special provisions has been 

included as a special condition of this determination. 

A review of the Texas Historic Sites Atlas, maintained by the Texas Historical Commission 

(THC), was performed for the specific project area.  No previously recorded cultural resources 

were identified and the project is located on an existing facility constructed in the 1950’s.  

Therefore, the project as proposed is not likely to affect any cultural resources.  According to the 

review the project site is not located in a National Register District.   

 

TWDB staff concurs that the proposed project qualifies for a categorical exclusion (CE) because 

the work is a functional replacement of the existing system and system components.   No permit 

modifications will be required for this project.  All proposed work will be performed on 

previously disturbed sites. Therefore, environmental impacts should be similar to rehabilitation 

activities.    

 

This decision is allowed because the specified project elements should not entail significant 

adverse impacts to the quality of the human environment.  Documentation supporting this 

determination is on file at the TWDB.   

 

This determination shall be revoked if it is found that: 

(1) the project no longer meets the requirements for a CE as a result of changes in the 

project; 

(2) the project involves extraordinary circumstances as described in 31 TAC Chapter 371, 

Subchapter E; or 

(3) the project may violate or has violated federal, state, local, or tribal laws. 



 

The project also must comply with the following conditions: 

 Prior to construction activities located in the 100-year floodplain zone, SAWS shall 

obtain a Floodplain Management Development Permit and maintain compliance with its 

special provisions;  

 Standard emergency condition for the discovery of cultural resources; and, 

 Standard emergency condition for the discovery of threatened and endangered species. 

 

Comments regarding this determination may be submitted to the Director of Regional Water 

Planning and Development, Texas Water Development Board, P.O. Box 13231, Austin, Texas 

78711-3231. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 



 

 



 

 


