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CATEGORICAL EXCLUSION 
 

TO ALL INTERESTED AGENCIES AND PUBLIC GROUPS: 
 
As provided by the environmental review process adopted in the rules of the Texas Water 
Development Board (TWDB), 31 Texas Administrative Code (TAC) § 375.61, for projects to 
be funded through the Clean Water State Revolving Fund (CWSRF) program and 
consistent with the National Environmental Policy Act, 42 United States Code § 4321, et 
seq., the TWDB has determined that the proposed action identified below may be exempted 
from comprehensive environmental review: 
 

City of Pearsall, Frio County, Texas 
TWDB CWSRF Project No. 73997 
Pearsall Wastewater Improvements 
City of Pearsall I-35 Annex Lift Stations 
Total Financing Amount: $16,102,813 
Loan Nos. L1002274, L1002275, LF1002276 

 
The City of Pearsall (City) is proposing to use $16,102,813 in financing from the CWSRF 
program for the City of Pearsall I-35 Annex Lift Stations project to construct two submersible 
lift station construction at two undeveloped sites, east of I-35 Business Loop (BL). The two 
lift stations are identified herein as the “Intermediate Lift Station” on the northern 0.08 acre-
site and the “South Lift Station” on the southern 0.06-acre site. The total project site 
comprises of 0.14 acres in area. The proposed project components for each lift station 
consists of:  

• Vegetation clearing and excavation for construction within project sites;  
 

• Intermediate Lift Station: 
o Install 52-foot x 63-foot x 82-foot gravel road/pad; 
o Construct approximately 49 linear feet of 15-foot-wide concrete pavement 

(driveway);  
o Install approximately 161 linear feet of 6-foot-high chain link perimeter fence;  
o Install light pole;  
o Construct 6-inch diameter wet well;  
o Construct 6-foot x 6-foot valve vault; and  
o Construct 5.5-foot x 12-foot electrical panel/control pad. 

 
• South Lift Station: 

o Install 50-foot x 55-foot road/pad; 
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o Construct approximately 31 linear feet of 15-foot-wide concrete pavement 
(driveway);  

o Install approximately 104 linear feet of 6-foot-high chain link perimeter fence;  
o Install light pole;  
o Construct 6-inch diameter wet well;  
o Construct 6-foot x 6-foot valve vault; and 
o Construct 5.5-foot x 12-foot electrical panel/control pad. 

 
This Categorical Exclusion is completed for City of Pearsall I-35 Annex Lift Stations, is 
hereafter referred to as the proposed project.  
 
The proposed construction will permanently convert the land use of the two project areas 
from undeveloped to developed. Intermediate Lift Station on the northern is 0.08 acres and 
the South Lift Station on the southern is 0.06-acres. The total project site comprises of 0.14 
acres in area. Coordination with regulatory agencies has demonstrated that adverse 
impacts will be minimal. Furthermore, both project areas are surrounded by commercial and 
residential developments which would lessen the potential impact to cultural resources and 
threatened and endangered species.  
 
The TWDB may not fund testing, remediation, removal, disposal, or related works for 
contaminated or potentially contaminated materials. However, the project proponent should 
ensure that, if found, such materials are tested, removed, and disposed of in accordance 
with applicable state and federal laws.  
 
There are no previously recorded significant or potentially significant historical or cultural 
sites within or adjacent to the project footprint, according to the Texas Historical 
Commission’s Archeological Sites Atlas, nor is the proposed project within a protected area 
surrounding a historic cemetery, structure, or district. The Texas Historical Commission 
provided a determination dated October 15, 2025 (Tracking No. 202600874) that confirmed 
that no historic properties are present on or affected by the proposed project. The proposed 
project will not adversely impact waters of the United States, including wetlands. The 
proposed project is not located within a Special Flood Hazard Area; therefore, coordination 
with the local floodplain administrator was not required. The City coordinated with Texas 
Parks and Wildlife on February 9, 2026. TPWD made recommendations to prevent impacts 
to protected aquatic and terrestrial plant and animal species and to prevent the introduction 
or transference of invasive species. 
 
The staff of the TWDB previously recommended issuance of a Categorical Exclusion (CE) 
for this project. The decision to grant this CE is allowed because the specified project 
elements will not cause significant adverse impacts to cultural and natural resources. 
Documentation supporting this determination is on file at the TWDB.   
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This determination shall be revoked if it is found that 
 

(1) the project no longer meets the requirements for categorical exclusion from full 
environmental review as a result of changes in the project; 

(2) the project involves extraordinary circumstances as described in 31 TAC § 375.62; 
or 

(3) the project may violate or has violated federal, state, local, or tribal laws. 
 
The proposed project must comply with the following special and standard environmental 
conditions: 
 
Special Environmental Conditions 
 

• As per an agreements with the Texas Parks and Wildlife Department (TPWD),  
Ecological & Environmental Planning Program (TPWD Project No. 57970) and 
United States Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS Project Code 2026-0019474), to 
ensure compliance with Chapters 1, 12, 57 , 64, 67, and 68 of the Texas Parks and 
Wildlife Code, 31 Texas Administrative Code (TAC) Chapter 57, and the 
Endangered Species Act of 1973, as amended, the Migratory Bird Treaty Act, and 
applicable federal regulations pertaining to protected and invasive species, the 
following measures will be implemented: 

o Vegetation clearing must be excluded during the general bird nesting season, 
March 15 through September 15, to avoid adverse impacts to breeding birds. 
If vegetation clearing during this time is unavoidable, the area proposed for 
disturbance will be surveyed by a qualified biologist to identify occupied 
nests, not more than five days prior to clearing activities. If occupied nests are 
observed during surveys, a vegetation buffer area of no less than 100 feet in 
diameter will remain around the nest until all young have fledged; however, 
the size of the buffer zone depends on various factors and can be 
coordinated with the local or regional USFWS office.  

o The judicious placement of sediment control fence will be used to exclude 
protected wildlife from the construction area. The exclusion fence is 
recommended to be buried at least six inches and be at least 24-inches high. 
The exclusion fence should be maintained for the life of the project and only 
removed after the construction is completed and the disturbed site has been 
revegetated. 

o The length of trenches left open at any given time during construction will be 
minimized. Trenching and backfilling activities will be kept close together in 
time. Trenches and excavation areas will be covered overnight and/or 
inspected every morning or if left open longer than two daylight hours to 
ensure no wildlife species have been trapped. If trenches cannot be backfilled 
the day of initial trenching, then escape ramps will be installed every 300 feet, 
in the form of short lateral trenches or wooden planks sloping to the surface 
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at an angle of less than 45 degrees, at a ratio one horizontal foot for every 
one foot of depth.  

o For soil stabilization and revegetation, no-till drilling, hydromulching (avoiding 
plastic ingredients), and/or hydroseeding will be used rather than erosion 
control blankets or mats, which pose an entanglement hazard to wildlife. If 
erosion control blankets or mats cannot be avoided, products that contain no 
netting or loosely woven natural fiber netting will be used, avoiding any type 
of plastic netting.  

o The project will be designed to utilize the minimum amount of nighttime light 
needed for safety and security for lighted structures at the water treatment 
plant, elevated storage tank site, and pump stations. Lights will be focused 
downward with cutoff luminaries to avoid light emitting above the horizontal. 
During construction, lighting will only be illuminated when needed, will only be 
as bright as needed, will be fully shielded, and will minimize blue light 
emissions. 

o If the Monarch butterfly (Danaus plexippus) becomes federally listed prior to 
vegetation clearing and/or construction, the City of Pearsall (City) will conduct 
additional coordination with the United States Fish and Wildlife Service to 
ensure compliance with the Endangered Species Act. 

 
Standard Environmental Conditions 
 

• Consistent with the TWDB Supplemental Construction Contract Conditions (TWDB-
0550), the City will abide by the standard emergency condition for the discovery of 
cultural resources.  

  
• Consistent with the TWDB Supplemental Construction Contract Conditions (TWDB-

0550), the City will abide by the standard emergency condition for the discovery of 
threatened and endangered species. 

 
Comments regarding this determination may be submitted to the Director of Regional Water 
Project Development, Texas Water Development Board, P.O. Box 13231, Austin, Texas 
78711-3231 or via email at RWPD-Environmental@twdb.texas.gov. 
 
Sincerely,  
 
 
 
T. Clay Schultz, Ph.D., Director 
Regional Water Project Development 
 
 
Enclosures       

mailto:RWPD-Environmental@twdb.texas.gov


 

Environmental Information Document  Page A-3 
City of Pearsall I-35 Annex Lift Stations, Frio County, Texas 



 

Environmental Information Document  Page A-4 
City of Pearsall I-35 Annex Lift Stations, Frio County, Texas 


		2026-06-30T09:27:33-0500
	Clay Schultz




