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STATEMENT OF FINDINGS
TO ALL INTERESTED AGENCIES AND PUBLIC GROUPS:

As required by the rules of the Texas Water Development Board (TWDB) 31 Texas
Administrative Code (TAC) Chapter 375.61, an environmental review consistent with the
National Environmental Policy Act, 42 United States, Code § 4321, et seq. has been performed
on the project below. This project is proposed to be funded through the Clean Water State
Revolving Fund (CWSRF) Equivalency Program, which is administered by the TWDB. The
Board's Executive Administrator issues this Statement of Findings (SOF) for the following
project:

City of Cameron, Milam County, Texas

TWDB CWSREF Project No. 73727

New Wastewater Treatment Plant, Lift Station Improvements, Collection System Smoke
Test

Wastewater Treatment Plant

Total Financing Amount: $12,691,538

Loan No. L1000516

Loan Forgiveness No. LF1000523

The City of Cameron (City) proposed to use $12,691,538 in funding from the CWSRF program
for the New Wastewater Treatment Plant, Lift Station Improvements, Collection System Smoke
Test project in order to 1) conduct smoke testing within the existing collection system to identify
inflow and infiltration within the system; 2) rehabilitate the City’s 15 lift stations; and 3)
rehabilitate the existing wastewater treatment plant.

The TWDB committed this financing on May 5, 2016. The City closed the financing on
September 14, 2016. On February 26, 2016, the TWDB issued a Categorical Exclusion (CE) for
the smoke test and lift station rehabilitation. On May 3, 2018, the TWDB issued a Finding of No
Significant Impact (FONSI) for the wastewater treatment plant (WWTP) rehabilitation, hereafter
referred to as the proposed project. The proposed project included the construction or
installation of 1) a continuous-flow Sequencing Batch Reactor wastewater treatment system
with two aeration basins; 2) a new chlorine contact building; 3) sludge dewatering trailers; 4)
electrical systems including extensions for controls within a planned operations building not
included in the present project; and 5) an influent pump station with screening and grit removal
capabilities. The new treated effluent stream would be connected to the existing outfall pipe.

The proposed lift station rehabilitations were completed under construction contract (CID) 01.
Under CID 02, new solids handling improvements were completed at the existing WWTP site.
Under CID 03, for which this SOF is issued, the following work is proposed:

e New Influent Lift Station and Screening
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Biological Treatment

Chlorine Contact Basin

Chlorination and Dechlorination Improvements
Effluent Outfall/Cascade Aeration
Stormwater/Sump Pump Station

Yard Piping

Improvements to Existing Aeration Basin
Digester Rehab

Electrical Improvements

Office Building

Because the FONSI is greater than 5 years old, a reassessment is necessary prior to the review
of CID 03 for the WWTP rehabilitation. All work would occur within the existing, developed
WWTP footprint; therefore, no additional agency coordination was required beyond the
floodplain administrator, as described below. An office building will be constructed to replace the
existing administrative trailers that are located outside of the WWTP fence line.

The WWTP site is located in an area that is not mapped by Federal Emergency Management
Agency (FEMA) Flood Insurance Rate Maps (FIRM). The nearest FIRM maps show a floodplain
that ends at was at the time the city/county boundary, with the western portion of WWTP
appearing to be within the city. The floodplain and eastern half of the WWTP property, when
mapped by FEMA, was in the county, which is an unmapped area.

FEMA Base Level Engineering maps show that the eastern portion of the property is inundated
by the 100-year (1 percent annual chance of flooding) and 500-year (0.2 percent annual
chance) floodplains. Therefore, KPA Engineers, on behalf of the City, prepared a flood risk
assessment which found that “the BLE maps do not accurately represent the protection that the
existing berm provides the WWTP and that neither the 1 percent nor 0.2 percent annual chance
storms will inundate the proposed project components.” KPA also hired Langerman Engineering
to test the integrity of the berm protecting the WWTP from flood events and according to KPA,
Langerman Engineering determined that the berm “is in good condition.”

According to 44 CFR §60.3, for a political subdivision that participates in the National Flood
Insurance Program (NFIP), any area that is unmapped by FIRMs would require a floodplain
development permit for any construction occurring in that political subdivision. Milam County
issued a floodplain development permit for the proposed project on August 27, 2025. The permit
is valid for one year from the date issued.

The decision to grant a Statement of Findings (SOF) is allowed because the specified project
elements should not cause significant adverse impacts to the quality of the natural and cultural
environment. Documentation supporting this determination is on file at the TWDB.

This determination will be revoked if it is found that

(1) the project no longer meets the requirements for a categorical exclusion from full review
as a result of changes in the project;
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(2) the project involves extraordinary circumstances as described in 31 TAC § 371.41; or
(3) the project may violate or has violated federal, state, local, or tribal laws.

The updated environmental review is documented in this report. These components have been
reviewed and determined to be consistent with the previously issued FONSI. Based upon a
detailed review of the planning information, this SOF and the City’s proposed project is
considered environmentally sound with the following special and standard environmental
conditions:

Special Environmental Conditions

e Consistent with 44 CFR §60.3, the Flood Insurance Reform Act of 2004, federal
Executive Order 11988 as amended by EO 13690, Texas Water Code Section 16.315,
and local floodplain development ordinances, a floodplain development permit is
required for all projects in which construction will occur within a political subdivision that
participates in the National Flood Insurance Program (NFIP) and where the floodplain is
unmapped by Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) Flood Insurance Rate
Maps (FIRM). A floodplain development permit was issued by Milam County on August
27, 2025 (Permit No. DF20250827). Any design or construction requirements contained
therein will be adhered to. If construction begins after this date, the permit will be
renewed prior to the commencement of any vegetation clearing, ground disturbance, or
other construction.

Standard Environmental Conditions

¢ Consistent with the TWDB Supplemental Construction Contract Conditions (TWDB-
0550), the City of Cameron (City) will abide by the standard emergency condition for the
discovery of cultural resources.

e Consistent with the TWDB Supplemental Construction Contract Conditions (TWDB-
0550), the City will abide by the standard emergency condition for the discovery of
threatened and endangered species.

Comments regarding this determination may be submitted to the Director of Regional Water
Project Development, Texas Water Development Board, P.O. Box 13231, Austin, Texas 78711-
3231 or via email at RWPD-Environmental@twdb.texas.gov.

Sincerely,
C I S h I t Digitally signed by Clay Schultz
a y C u Z Date: 2026.07.20 10:58:51 -05'00"

T. Clay Schultz, Ph.D., Director
Regional Water Project Development

Enclosures
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