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The environmental review for the proposed City of Junction (City) Water Treatment Plant
Raw Water Intake project has been completed consistent with 31 Texas Administrative
Code (TAC) § 363.14 and 363.16. The City is proposing to use $906,000 in financing from
the Flood Infrastructure Fund (FIF) Program to design and construct a new raw water intake
structure in Junction Reservoir that will be protected from changing sediment and water
level conditions of the reservoir and South Llano River. The Texas Water Development
Board (TWDB) committed this financing on February 25, 2021, and the City closed the
financing on June 29, 2021.

This environmental review is documented by the enclosed Environmental Determination
(ED), which contains mitigative environmental conditions that will be applied to the project to
avoid significant adverse impact on waters of the U.S., floodplains, cultural or historical
resources, threatened or endangered species, and protected migratory bird species.

Based on a detailed environmental review of the planning information, the Environmental
Data Form received by the TWDB on November 8, 2023, with the supplementary materials
submitted to the TWDB on January 17, 2025, the project meets the requirements of 31 TAC
§ 363.14 with the following special and standard environmental conditions:

Special Environmental Conditions

o Consistent with the Flood Insurance Reform Act of 2004, federal Executive Order
11988, Texas Water Code Section 16.315, and local floodplain development
ordinances, a floodplain development permit will be obtained from the local
floodplain administrator prior to construction in a Special Flood Hazard Area.

e The project will be constructed to comply with the terms and conditions of the
USACE Nationwide Permit (NWP) program, specifically with NWP 3 - Maintenance,
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NWP 7 - Outfall Structures and Associated Intake Structures, and NWP 58 - Utility
Line Activities for Water and Other Substances. Additional conditions for the use of
these NWPs may result from ongoing coordination between the USACE and
USFWS.

As per an agreement with the Texas Parks and Wildlife Department (TPWD),
Ecological & Environmental Planning Program (TPWD Project No. 50737), to ensure
compliance with 31 Texas Administrative Code (TAC) Chapter 57, Texas Parks and
Wildlife Code, Chapters 1, 12, 64, 67, and 68, the Endangered Species Act of 1973,
as amended, the Migratory Bird Treaty Act, and applicable federal regulations
pertaining to protected and invasive species, the following measures will be
implemented:

o General construction recommendations will be followed to prevent impacts to
protected, aquatic, and invasive species. These include the use of existing
facilities for laydown areas, minimization of wildlife trapping in open trenches,
avoidance of entanglement hazards of mesh erosion control blankets or mats,
and the judicious use and placement of sediment control fencing to exclude
wildlife.

o Consistent with the Endangered Species Act of 1973 as amended, the
Migratory Bird Treaty Act, and Texas Parks and Wildlife Code Chapter 64,
vegetation clearing must be excluded during the general bird nesting season,
March 15 through September 15, to avoid adverse impacts to breeding birds.
If vegetation clearing during this time is unavoidable, the area proposed for
disturbance will be surveyed by a qualified biologist during the nesting period
to identify occupied nests. If nests are observed during surveys, a vegetation
buffer area of no less than 150 feet in diameter will remain around the nest
until all young have fledged. State and federal regulations as currently
interpreted do not permit incidental take.

o The project will occur within the USFWS-designated Critical Habitat within the
South Llano River for the freshwater mussel species Texas fatmucket
(Lampsilis bracteata). Prior to construction, the City’s consultant will prepare
an Aquatic Resource Relocation Plan (ARRP) and permit application for
coordination with TPWD. The approved ARRP and TPWD-issued permit will
facilitate the monitoring and recovery of aquatic resources during dewatering
activities. If protected species are identified, then they will be relocated in
accordance with the ARRP prepared for the project. Additional permissions
and/or documentation that may be required by the USFWS will be conducted
according to their guidance and protocols.

Standard Environmental Conditions

Consistent with the TWDB Supplemental Construction Contract Conditions (TWDB-
0552), the City of Junction (City) will abide by the standard emergency condition for
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the discovery of cultural resources.
e Consistent with the TWDB Supplemental Construction Contract Conditions (TWDB-
0552), the City will abide by the standard emergency condition for the discovery of

threatened and endangered species.

With the addition of these requirements, design funds may be released once all other
requirements are satisfied.

Enclosures
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