
MINUTES OF THE  
 TEXAS WATER DEVELOPMENT BOARD 

WORK SESSION 
November 4, 2013 

 
 
Chairman Rubinstein called the Work Session of the Texas Water Development Board to order 
at 9:33 a.m. in Room 170 of the Stephen F. Austin Building, Austin, Texas.  All Board members 
were present and a quorum was met. 
 
Members of Texas Water Development Board staff attending included:  Jim Bateman, Joyce 
Bourenane, Patricia Blanton, Kelly Burton, Todd Chenoweth, Scott Foltz, Larry French, Lauren 
Graber, Jim Harrison, Ruben Hernandez, Merry Klonower, Randy Lara, Ryan Long, Robert 
Mace, David Meesey, Matt Nelson, Kevin Patteson, Joe Reynolds, Laura Rodriguez, Steve 
Rodriguez, Monica Rojo, Curtis Seaton, Doug Shaw, John Steib, Jonathan Stinson, John Sutton, 
Mehgan Taack, Connie Townsend, Nelda Trevino, Rebecca Trevino, Les Trobman, Jeff  Walker, 
and Jessica Zuba. 
 
The following individuals were present: 
 
Carole D. Baker, Texas Water Foundation 
John Burke, Region K 
Heather Cooke, City of Austin 
Jeff Fox, City of Austin 
Mindy Ellmer 
Gay Erwin 
Dan Esparza, Sen. Eddie Lucio’s Office 
Darrell Farr, Sen. Eddie Lucio’s Office 
Charles Flatten, Hill Country Alliance 
Karen Guz, San Antonio Water System 
Kelley Holcomb, Region I 
Andrew Chastain-Howles 
Conor Kenny, Rep. Lon Burnam’s Office 
Chloe Lieberknecht, The Nature Conservancy 
Heather Manurin, Texas Municipal League 
Michael Maya 
Luke Metzger, Environment Texas 
Nora Mullarkey, Lower Colorado River Authority 
Stephen Niemeyer, Texas Commission on Environmental Quality 
Suzanne Schwartz, UT Center for Public Policy Dispute Resolution 
Tom Tagliabue, City of Corpus Christi 
Houston Tower, Rep. Eddie Luccio III’s Office 
Gwen Webb, City of Dallas 
Hope Wells, San Antonio Water System 
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1. CONSIDER APPROVAL OF THE OCTOBER 9, 2013 WORK SESSION MINUTES.  
 
Director Bruun moved to approve the minutes as submitted; Director Williamson seconded 
the motion; the motion passed unanimously. 
 

2. BRIEFING AND DISCUSSION ON POSSIBLE PRIORITIZATION OF PROJECTS 
UNDER THE ECONOMICALLY DISTRESSED AREAS PROGRAM.   Jeff Walker, 
Project Development, presented this item. 
  
No action was taken on this item. 
 

3. BRIEFING AND DISCUSSION ON PROGRESS OF THE STAKEHOLDER 
COMMITTEE FOR ESTABLISHING UNIFORM STANDARDS FOR PRIORITIZATION 
OF REGIONAL WATER PLAN PROJECTS.  Matt Nelson, Regional Water Planning, 
presented this item. 

 
No action was taken on this item. 

4. BRIEFING AND DISCUSSION ON PROSPECTIVE RULEMAKING FOR HOUSE BILL 
3605, 83RD LEGISLATURE, CONCERNING CONSIDERATION OF SYSTEM WATER 
LOSSES BY THE TEXAS WATER DEVELOPMENT BOARD IN MAKING 
FINANCING COMMITMENTS.  John Sutton, Municipal Water Conservation, presented 
this item.   

 
Conor Kenny, Chief of Staff, State Representative Lon Burnam, also addressed the Board. 
 
Karen Guz, Conservation Director, San Antonio Water System, also addressed the Board. 
 
Ken Kramer, Sierra Club, sent written comments to be considered on this item. 
 
Chairman Rubinstein recognized Darrell Farr, Policy Analyst, Senator Eddie Lucio; Dan 
Esparza, Legislative Director, Senator Eddie Lucio; and Houston Tower, Legislative 
Director, State Representative Eddie Lucio III; who were in attendance at the meeting but did 
not wish to address the Board. 
 
No action was taken on this item. 

5. THE BOARD WILL RECEIVE COMMENTS FROM THE PUBLIC. 
 

No public comments were received. 

6. THE BOARD MAY RECESS INTO EXECUTIVE SESSION REGARDING ANY 
POSTED MATTER TO SEEK THE ADVICE OF ITS ATTORNEYS UNDER 
GOVERNMENT CODE §551.071 AND WILL RECONVENE IN OPEN SESSION FOR 
ANY APPROPRIATE ACTION ON ANY MATTER CONSIDERED IN EXECUTIVE 
SESSION.  
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The Board did not recess into Executive Session. 

No other items were discussed. 
 
The meeting adjourned at 10:42 a.m. 

 
 
 APPROVED and ordered of record this, the 21st day of November, 2013.  
    
    
  TEXAS WATER DEVELOPMENT BOARD 
 
 
 
       _____________________________________ 
       Carlos Rubinstein, Chairman 
 
 
ATTEST: 
 
 
 
____________________________ 
Kevin Patteson 
Executive Administrator 
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