Texas Water
Development Board

P.O. Box 13231, 1700 N. Congress Ave.
Austin, TX 78711-3231, www.twdb.texas.gov
Phone (512) 463-7847, Fax (512) 475-2053

TO: Board Members

THROUGH: Jeff Walker, Executive Administrator
John T. Dupnik, P.G., Deputy Executive Administrator, Water Science
and Conservation
Todd Chenoweth, General Counsel

FROM: John Sutton, Municipal Water Conservation
Josh Sendejar, Municipal Water Conservation

DATE: August 23, 2018

SUBJECT: Appointments to the Water Conservation Advisory Council

ACTION REQUESTED

Consider appointing a member representing river authorities and appointing a member
representing the Texas Water Development Board to the Water Conservation Advisory
Council.

BACKGROUND

The Texas Legislature created the Water Conservation Advisory Council (Council) in 2007
to provide the Governor, Lieutenant Governor, Speaker of the House, Texas Legislature,
Texas Water Development Board (TWDB), Texas Commission on Environmental Quality,
political subdivisions, and the public with the resource of a select council with expertise in
water conservation. The Council is composed of volunteers representing 23 different
interest groups. Texas Water Code, Chapter 10, directs the Board to appoint members of
the Council to staggered, six-year terms ending in odd years.

KEY ISSUES
Matt Phillips of the Brazos River Authority represented river authorities on the Council for
two and a half years before resigning his seat in April 2018.

TWDB staff solicited nominations to fill this vacancy via correspondence with river
authorities and regional planning groups and by posting notice on the Council’s website.
Two nominations were received before the June 29, 2018, deadline for Valerie Miller,
Manager of Water Contracts and Conservation with the Lower Colorado River Authority to
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serve on the Council. Valerie has demonstrated individual commitment to, and expertise in,
water conservation and actively participates in several of the Council’s workgroups.

Additionally, Dr. Robert Mace was the appointed representative for the TWDB, with Kevin
Kluge, Director of Conservation and Innovative Water Technologies, as his alternate. Since
Dr. Mace’s departure from the agency in October 2017, Kevin Kluge has represented the
TWDB on the Council and is well-suited to serve as the TWDB representative.

RECOMMENDATION

The Executive Administrator recommends appointments to the Water Conservation
Advisory Council of Valerie Miller to represent river authorities and Kevin Kluge to
represent the TWDB. Their terms would expire on August 31, 2021 and August 31, 2023,
respectively.
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