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Our Mission 
 

To provide leadership, information, education, and 
support for planning, financial assistance, and 
outreach for the conservation and responsible 

development of water for Texas 
 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . 

 

Board Members 
 

Kathleen Jackson, Board Member │ Peter Lake, Board Member 

 
 
Jeff Walker, Executive Administrator 

 

TO:   Board Members 
 
THROUGH:  Jeff Walker, Executive Administrator 
   Todd Chenoweth, General Counsel 
 
FROM:  Kendal Kowal, Assistant General Counsel 
 
DATE: January 11, 2018 
 
SUBJECT: Gifts and donations of $500 or more in value given to the Texas Water 

Development Board  
 
ACTION REQUESTED 
Consideration and acknowledgment of gifts and donations of $500 or more in value given 
to the Texas Water Development Board in accordance with Chapter 575 of the Texas 
Government Code. 
 
BACKGROUND 
Chapter 575 of the Government Code gives specific direction to state agencies regarding 
the acceptance of gifts and donations. Chapter 575 requires that the Board acknowledge 
the acceptance of all gifts of money or property with a value of $500 or more in an open 
meeting no later than the 90th day after the date the gift is accepted. The name of the donor, 
a description of the gift or donation, and a statement of the purpose of the gift or donation 
must be recorded in the minutes.  
 
The signed Executive Administrator’s approval memorandum, without attachments, is 
attached as Exhibit "A." The resolution attached as Exhibit "B" includes a list of gifts and 
donations including all travel expenses paid for by a third party organization. This 
resolution, with the attachment, will be recorded in the minutes.   
 
RECOMMENDATION 
The Executive Administrator recommends the acknowledgement of gifts and donations of 
$500 or more in value given to the Texas Water Development Board in order to comply 
with Chapter 575 of the Texas Government Code. 
 
Attachments: Exhibit A-Executive Administrator’s approval memorandum  

Exhibit B- Resolution (17 - ), including “Attachment 1” 
 



Exhibit A



Exhibit B 

A RESOLUTION OF THE TEXAS WATER DEVELOPMENT BOARD 
REGARDING ACCEPTANCE OF GIFTS AND DONATIONS IN ACCORDANCE WITH 

CHAPTER 575 OF THE GOVERNMENT CODE, CONCERNING ACCEPTANCE OF GIFTS 
AND DONATIONS BY CERTAIN STATE AGENCIES 

 
(18 -    ) 

 
 WHEREAS, Chapter 575 of the Government Code provides that a majority of the 
Texas Water Development Board (Board) must acknowledge the acceptance of all gifts of 
money or property with a value of $500.00 or more in an open meeting no later than the 
90th day after the date the gift is accepted; and 
 
 WHEREAS, attached as “Attachment 1” is a list of gifts or donations with a value of 
$500.00 or more, including a description and amount of each gift or donation, the donor’s 
name, and a statement regarding the purpose of each gift or donation, in accordance with 
Section 575.004 of Chapter 575; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the gifts have been accepted by the Executive Administrator. 
 
 NOW THEREFORE, based on these considerations and findings, the Board 
acknowledges acceptance of the gifts and donations listed in the attached, in accordance 
with Chapter 575 of the Government Code. 
 
 APPROVED and ordered of record this 22nd day of January, 2018. 
 

TEXAS WATER DEVELOPMENT BOARD 
 
 
 

_____________________________________________ 
Peter Lake 
Authorized Representative of  
the Texas Water Development Board 

 
DATE SIGNED: ____________________________ 

 
 

ATTEST: 
 
 
 
 
________________________________________ 
Jeff Walker 
Executive Administrator 
 



Attachment 1

Reimbursing organization TWDB Staff Date Range Location Purpose Total

Federal Emergency Management Agency Ivan Ortiz May 30 - June 2, 2017 Emmitsburg, MD
Attending FEMA's EO169 Annual Hazard Mitigation 
Stakeholders' Workshop $510.00
Reimbursed Expense Description Reimbursed Amount
AIRFARE $510.00

University of Nebraska-Lincoln Sam Marie Hermitte August 14 - 15, 2017 El Paso, TX

Moderate a panel on long-term drought strategies 
meeting in El Paso as part of the USDA/ARS Rio 
Grande project $680.80
Reimbursed Expense Description Reimbursed Amount
AIRFARE $373.75
RENTAL CAR $70.91
MILEAGE $9.15
GAS $7.15
MEALS $58.69
LODGING $115.15
PARKING $46.00

Environmental Protection Agency Jeff Walker August 21 - 23, 2017 Kansas City, MO

Attend the summer meeting of the Environmental 
Financial Advisory Board - Jeff Walker is a board 
member. $1,212.48
Reimbursed Expense Description Reimbursed Amount
AIRFARE $617.45
MILEAGE $18.20
MEALS $224.00
LODGING $295.25
PARKING $31.50
OTHER (taxi/Uber) $26.08

Texas Desalination Association Erika Mancha September 21 - 22, 2017 Austin, TX Host a booth at the annual Texas Desal Conference $750.00
Reimbursed Expense Description Reimbursed Amount
EVENT REGISTRATION (booth fee) $750.00

Third Party Payments/Reimbursements/Gifts
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