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Our Mission 
 

To provide leadership, information, education, and 
support for planning, financial assistance, and 
outreach for the conservation and responsible 

development of water for Texas 
 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . 

 

Board Members 
 

Bech Bruun, Chairman │ Kathleen Jackson, Member │ Peter Lake, Member 

 
 
Kevin Patteson, Executive Administrator 

 

 
TO:   Board Members 
 
THROUGH:  Kevin Patteson, Executive Administrator 
   Les Trobman, General Counsel 
 
FROM:  Kaye Schultz, Assistant General Counsel 
 
DATE: January 21, 2016 
 
SUBJECT: Consideration and acknowledgment of gifts and donations of $500 or 

more in value given to the Texas Water Development Board in accordance 
with Chapter 575 of the Texas Government Code 

 
ACTION REQUESTED 
 
Consideration and acknowledgment of gifts and donations of $500 or more in value given to the 
Texas Water Development Board in accordance with Chapter 575 of the Texas Government 
Code. 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
Chapter 575 of the Government Code gives specific direction to state agencies regarding the 
acceptance of gifts and donations. Chapter 575 requires that the Board acknowledge the 
acceptance of all gifts of money or property with a value of $500 or more in an open meeting no 
later than the 90th day after the date the gift is accepted. The name of the donor, a description of 
the gift or donation, and a statement of the purpose of the gift or donation must be recorded in 
the minutes. Chapter 575 of the Government Code is attached as Exhibit "A." 
 
Exhibit "B" is a list of gifts and donations including all travel expenses paid for by a third party 
organization. The Executive Administrator’s approval memorandum is attached as Exhibit "C." 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
Acknowledge the acceptance of gifts and donations of $500 or more in value given to the Texas 
Water Development Board in accordance with Chapter 575 of the Texas Government Code. 
 
Attachments: Exhibit A-Texas Government Code Chapter 575 
  Exhibit B-List of Gifts and Donations of $500 or more 
  Exhibit C-Executive Administrator’s approval memorandum 



Exhibit A

Chapter 575 ofthe Texas Govermnent Code

Texas Water Development Board



GOVERNMENT CODE

TITLE 5. OPEN GOVERNMENT; ETHICS
SUBTITLED. ETHICS

CHAPTER 575. ACCEPTANCE OF GIFT BY STATE AGENCY

Sec. 575.001. DEFINITIONS. In this chapter:

(1) "Gift" means a donation ofmoney or property.

(2) "Stateagency" meansa board,commission, council,committee, department, office,agency,

or other governmentalentity in the executive or judicial branch ofstate government. The term does not includean

institution ofhigher education as defined by Section 61.003, Education Code.

AddedbyActs 1997, 75thLeg., ch. 336,Sec. 1, eff.Sept. 1,1997.

Sec. 575.002. GIFTS OF $500 OR MORE. This chapterapplies only to a gift that has a value of$500 or more.

AddedbyActs 1997, 75thLeg., ch. 336, Sec. 1, eff.Sept. 1, 1997.

Sec.575.003. ACCEPTANCE OF GIFT BY STATE AGENCY GOVERNING BOARD. A state agencythat has a

governing boardmay accepta gift only if the agencyhas the authority to accept the gift and a majorityof the board,

inanopen meeting, acknowledges theacceptance of thegiftnotlater than the90th dayafterthedate thegift is

accepted.

AddedbyActs 1997, 75th Leg., ch. 336, Sec. 1,eff. Sept. 1, 1997. Amended byActs 1999, 76th Leg., ch. 143, Sec. 1,

eff. Sept. 1,1999.

Sec. 575.004. RECORD OF GIFT. A stateagency thataccepts a giftmustrecord the name of the donor, a

description of thegift, and a statement of thepurpose ofthegiftin:

(1) theminutesofthe governing boardof theagency; or

(2) appropriate agency records, if the agency doesnot havea governing board.

AddedbyActs 1997, 75th Ug., ch. 336,Sec. 1, eff.Sept. 1, 1997.

Sec. 575.005. ACCEPTANCE OFGIFT FROM PARTY TO CONTESTED CASE PROHIBITED. Astate agency

may notaccept a giftfrom a person who isa party toa contested case before theagency until the30th dayafter the

datethe decision in thecasebecomes final underSection 2001.144. In thissection,"contested case"has the

meaning assigned by Section 2001.003.

AddedbyActs 1997, 75thUg., ch. 336,Sec. 1, eff.Sept. 1, 1997.



Exhibit B

List ofGifts and Donations of$500 or more

Texas Water Development Board



Third Party Payments/Reimbursements

Reimbursing organization TWDB Staff Date Range Location Purpose Total

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency WALKER, JEFF

May 13-15, 2015

(reimbursed July 14, 2015) Oxon Hill, Maryland

Attend a meeting of the tnvironmentai

Financial Advisory Board. Mr. Walker Is a

member. $1,239.89
Reimbursed Expense

Description Reimbursed Amount

AIRFARE $452.70

MILEAGE $19.56

LODGING $599.50

MISC EXPENSES $153.38
TRANSACTION EXPENSES $14.75

Infocast Events, inc.

MANCHA, ERIKA

HERMITTE, SAM September 10. 2015 Austin, Texas

Speak at tne 4tn Lone star water summit

and attend technical sessions (Mancha) and

attend using guest pass provided to Robert
Mace (Hermltte) $1,490.00

Reimbursed Expense

Description Reimbursed Amount

GUEST PASS $795.00
REGISTRATION (waived) $695.00

Texas Desalination Association MANCHA, ERIKA September 30, 2015 Austin, Texas

10 nave an exhibit booth to provioe

information on the innovative Water

Technology programs and also attend the

technical sessions $750.00
Reimbursed Expense

Description Reimbursed Amount

EXHIBITOR FEE(Waived) $750.00

CLE International MACE, ROBERT October 5-6, 2015 Austin, Texas

Speak at the 24th annual water law

conference (registration fee was waived for

speakers) $695.00
Reimbursed Expense

Description Reimbursed Amount

REGISTRATION (Waived) $695.00

Rethink LTD. MANCHA, ERIKA October 6-8, 2015 Toronto, Canada

Participate in a water reuse panel and

discuss water reuse In Texas at the World

Water-Tech North America $2,727.10
Reimbursed Expense

Description Reimbursed Amount

AIRFARE $434.10
LODGING $398.00
REGISTRATION (waived) $1,895.00
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Third Party Payments/Reimbursements

Reimbursing organization TWDB Staff Date Range Location Purpose Total

U.S. Geological Survey

Advisory Committee on Water

Information/Subcommittee on Ground Water MACE. ROBERT October 27-31, 2015 Reston, Virginia

Attend the National Groundwater

Monitoring Network meeting. Dr. Mace

serves as TWDB"s representative $1,203.45
Reimbursed Expense

Description Reimbursed Amount

AIRFARE $409.70
MILEAGE $9.78
LODGING $356.00

MEALS $241.50
MISCELLANEOUS $176.47

U.S. Geological Survey

Advisory Committee on Water

Information/Subcommittee on Ground Water HOPKINS, JANIE October 27-31, 2015 Reston, Virginia

Attend the National urounowaier

Monitoring Network meeting as one of the

network's current data providers or pilot

states $1,136.93
Reimbursed Expense

Description Reimbursed Amount

AIRFARE $419.20
MILEAGE $17.26
LODGING $366.00

MEALS $241.50
MISCELUNEOUS $92.97
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Exhibit C

Executive Administrator's Approval Memorandxun

Texas Water Development Board



Texas Water
Development Board

P.O. Box 13231,1700 N. Congress Ave.
Austin, TX 78711-3231. www.twdb.texas.gov
Ptione (512) 463-7847, Fax (512) 475-2053

TO:

FROM:

DATE:

SUBJECT:

Kevin Patteson, Executive Administrator

Les Trobman, General Counsel

December 11, 2015

Gifts and Donations to the agency

Chapter575 of the Texas Government Codegivesspecific directionto state agencies regarding
the acceptance of gifts and donations. Chapter 575 provides that the Board mustacknowledge
the acceptance of all gifts of moneyor property witha valueof $500.00or more in an open
meeting no later than the OO'*' day after the date the gift is accepted. Chapter 575 further states
the name of the donor, the description of the gift or donation, and a statementof the purposeof
the gift or donation must be recorded in the minutes. Chapter 575 of the Texas Government
Code is attached as Attachment A.

Before the Board can acknowledge acceptanceof gifts and donations with a value of$500 or
more identified in Exhibit B, the gifts must be accepted by the agency.

Documentation of all gifts and donations is attached as ExhibitB. A Declaration of Third Party
Reimbursement form is submitted for each gift or donation listed in Exhibit B. The Declaration
of Third PartyReimbursement forms are attached as Exhibit C. Your signature below is needed
to accept the gifts and donations. It is recommended yousign this form and accept the gifts and
donations.

1acknowledge and accept thegifts and donations identified in Exhibit B, on behalfofthe Texas
Water Development Board.

Kevin Patteson Date

Executive Administrator

Attachments

A-Texas Government Code Chapter 575
B-Gifts and Donations

C-Declaration of Third Party Reimbursement forms

Our Mission

To provide teadership, Information, education, and
support for planning, financial assistance, and
outreach for the conservation and responsible

development of water for Texas

Board Members

Bech Bruun, Chairman | Kathleen Jackson, Member

Kevin Patteson. Executive Administrator
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