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Board Members 
 

Carlos Rubinstein, Chairman │ Bech Bruun, Member │ Kathleen Jackson, Member 

 
 
Kevin Patteson, Executive Administrator 

 

 
TO:  Board Members 
 
THROUGH: Kevin Patteson, Executive Administrator 
  Les Trobman, General Counsel 
  Jeff Walker, Deputy Executive Administrator, Water Supply & Infrastructure 
 
FROM: Matt Nelson, Director, Water Use Projections & Planning  
 
DATE: October 31, 2014 
 
SUBJECT: Consider amending the 2012 State Water Plan to incorporate an amendment to the 

2011 Region N Regional Water Plan relating to the addition of a recommended 
water management strategy for seawater desalination.  

 
 
ACTION REQUESTED 
Consider public comments received at a public hearing to be held November 14, 2014 and, if 
appropriate, amend the 2012 State Water Plan, in accordance with 31 TAC §358.4(a). 
 
 
BACKGROUND 
At their September 18, 2014 meeting, the Texas Water Development Board (TWDB) approved 
an amendment to the 2011 Region N Regional Water Plan (Attachment 1). The minor 
amendment added a recommended water management strategy of seawater desalination for the 
City of Corpus Christi’s non-municipal customers. This recommended strategy would provide 
28,000 acre-feet per year from 2020 through 2060 at a capital cost of $260.9 million. 
 
 
KEY ISSUES 

1. The amendment to the 2012 State Water Plan being recommended is to incorporate the 
amendment to the 2011 Region N Regional Water Plan that was approved by the Board 
on September 18, 2014. These changes are summarized in Attachment 2. 

2. A public hearing on amending the 2012 State Water Plan, as required by 31 TAC 
§358.4(a), is scheduled for November 14, 2014. 

3. If approved, this first amendment to the 2012 State Water Plan will be incorporated into 
the 2012 State Water Plan as Amendment No. 1 as shown in Attachment 2. 
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RECOMMENDATION 
The Executive Administrator recommends approval of this item. 
 
This recommendation has been reviewed by legal counsel and complies with applicable statutes 
and TWDB rules. 
 
 
_________________________ 
Les Trobman, General Counsel 
 
 
Attachments:  
 

1. August 29, 2014 Board Item regarding approval of a minor amendment to the 2011 
Region N Regional Water Plan. 

2. Water for Texas 2012: Amendment #1 
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Our Mission 
 

To provide leadership, information, education, and 
support for planning, financial assistance, and 
outreach for the conservation and responsible 

development of water for Texas 
 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . 

 

Board Members 
 

Carlos Rubinstein, Chairman │ Bech Bruun, Member │ Kathleen Jackson, Member 

 
 
Kevin Patteson, Executive Administrator 

 

 
TO: Board Members 
 
THROUGH: Kevin Patteson, Executive Administrator  
 Les Trobman, General Counsel 

 Jeff Walker, Deputy Executive Administrator, Water Supply & Infrastructure 
 Matt Nelson, Director, Water Use Projections & Planning 
 
FROM: Temple McKinnon, Team Lead, Regional Water Planning  
 
DATE: August 29, 2014 
 
SUBJECT: Consider approving the adopted Minor Amendment to the 2011 Region N 

Regional Water Plan, for a Recommended Seawater Desalination Water 
Management Strategy; and authorizing TWDB staff to develop notice for a 
public hearing for an associated amendment to the 2012 State Water Plan. 

  
 
ACTION REQUESTED 
 
Approve the adopted minor amendment to the 2011 Region N Regional Water Plan; and, 
authorize TWDB staff to develop the corresponding amendment to the 2012 State Water Plan, 
and post notice for a public hearing, as appropriate per 31 TAC §357.51(f). 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
At the May 8, 2014 Coastal Bend (Region N) Regional Water Planning Group meeting, the 
planning group approved requesting a minor amendment determination from the Executive 
Administrator for a seawater desalination water management strategy (WMS). This action was 
documented in a letter received May 13, 2014. The seawater desalination WMS was fully 
evaluated for the 2011 Region N Regional Water Plan but was classified as an alternative WMS 
rather than a recommended WMS.  
 
Though this is a fully evaluated alternative WMS that was reviewed with the content of the 2011 
Region N Regional Water Plan, a minor amendment determination was found to be the 
appropriate process rather than an alternative substitution because no recommended WMS is 
being replaced or considered as no longer being feasible. 
 
The seawater desalination WMS is a project to be sponsored by the City of Corpus Christi. The 
strategy has an online date of 2020 and is to provide 28,000 acre-feet per year through 2060 to 
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the City’s manufacturing, mining, and steam-electric power generation customers. The capital 
cost associated with the strategy is $260.9 million.  
 
The Executive Administrator made a determination that adding seawater desalination as a 
recommended WMS constitutes a minor amendment under 31 TAC §357.51(c), based on the 
amendment having met the following criteria:   

1. Does not result in over-allocation of an existing or planned source of water; 
2. Does not relate to a new reservoir; 
3. Does not have a significant effect on instream flows, environmental flows or freshwater 

flows to bays and estuaries; 
4. Does not have a significant substantive impact on water planning or previously adopted 

management strategies; and 
5. Does not delete or change any legal requirements of the plan. 

 
The Executive Administrator provided a written response to the Coastal Bend (Region N) 
Regional Water Planning Group for this minor amendment determination on June 6, 2014 
(Attachment 1). Following comments received from the City of Corpus Christi regarding the 
project projected to be online in the 2020 decade, Region N revised the online date of the WMS 
and adopted the minor amendment at their August 14, 2014 meeting.  Following this adoption, a 
two-week public comment period was held and no public comments were received.  No 
subsequent revision to the proposed minor amendment was made by the regional water planning 
group.   
 
KEY ISSUES 
 

1. The Region N Regional Water Planning Group submitted to the TWDB on August 28, 2014, 
the required written documentation of their adopted minor amendment, including comments 
received, and an addendum to the current 2011 Region N Water Plan (Attachment 2). 

2. TWDB staff have reviewed the adopted amendment and determined that statutory and rule 
requirements have been met.    

3. If approved, an associated amendment to the 2012 State Water Plan will be presented for 
the Board’s consideration following a 30-day notice period and public hearing in 
accordance with 31TAC §358.4 (a). 

 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
The Executive Administrator recommends approval of this item. 
 
This recommendation has been reviewed by legal counsel and complies with applicable statutes 
and Board rules. 
 
 
 
_________________________ 
Les Trobman, General Counsel 
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