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FLOODPLAIN MANAGEMENT 101

COMMUNITY ASSISTANCE VISITS
AND CONTACTS

Section 16.3145, Texas Water Code

All Texas communities required under HB 1018 
to be ELIGIBLE to participate in the NFIP by 

TEXAS COMMUNITY
PARTICIPATION

p p y
January 1, 2001

All NFIP communities are responsible for 
enforcing floodplain management standards as 
outlined in a Flood Damage Prevention 
Ordinance 

TWDB’S CONTACT WITH
COMMUNITIES

Community Assistance Visits

TWDB comes to community

Community Assistance Contacts

TWDB contacts community via telephone or in person

These visits/contacts allow TWDB to

Maintain contact with NFIP communities

Provide technical assistance

Evaluate local floodplain management ordinances

Evaluate enforcement of floodplain ordinances

Evaluate the effectiveness of the enforcement
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STEPS OF COMMUNITY
ASSISTANCE VISIT

Floodplain Tour of areas delineated in FIRM

House in Floodplain

Habitable Space Below BFE

FLOODPLAIN TOUR

Structures in Zone A Check

Lowest floor below BFE

Enclosures below BFE

Existing structures with substantial improvement

Manufactured homes

New subdivisions

FLOODPLAIN TOUR

Structures in Zone V Check

Not properly elevated to BFE

Manufactured Homes not elevatedManufactured Homes not elevated

Space below lowest floor of elevated structure 
not free of obstructions, no breakaway walls

Coastal erosion and danger to structures

Structures seaward to mean high tide

Use of fill for structural support

Alteration of sand dunes or mangroves
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MEETING WITH
COMMUNITY OFFICIALS

Local flood damage prevention ordinances

Building permit forms, instructions and fee 
schedulesschedules

Permit records for development in SFHA’s

Elevation records for structures in SFHA’s

WHAT IS A FLOOD DAMAGE
PREVENTION ORDINANCE?

Legal means for communities to set standards 
for regulating floodplain development

Depends on type of mappingDepends on type of mapping 

Based on 44 Code of Federal Regulations (CFR) 
60.3

WHAT MUST AN
ORDINANCE INCLUDE?

To participate in the NFIP, community must 
adopt development standards that at minimum 
meet federal and state floodplain management 

i trequirements 

Legally enforceable

Applies uniformly to all floodplain areas

Takes precedence over less restrictive 
community ordinances or codes
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LOCAL FACTORS TO
CONSIDER

Extent & severity of flooding

Amount of land subject to flooding

Type, amount & location of existing floodplain 
development

Future growth / development patterns

Detail of floodplain maps

Need to protect natural resources

INCORPORATING NFIP INTO A
LOCAL ORDINANCE

Must include restrictions to development within 
floodplain areas

Extent to which restrictions are set directly tiedExtent to which restrictions are set directly tied 
to available floodplain maps and studies

Standards outlined in CFR 60.3 (a) – (e)

MEETING WITH
COMMUNITY OFFICIALS

Community staff to explain

Management of floodplains

Review of permit applications

Floodplain management regulation enforcement 
in SFHA’s

Review records of all variances

Denied and approved
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MEETING WITH
COMMUNITY OFFICIALS

Discussion of questions and concerns community 
has regarding:

NFIPNFIP

Maps

Studies

Floodplain Management

Update community contact information for 
database

MEETING WITH
COMMUNITY OFFICIALS

Does community maintain the following:

Biennial Reports

Permit files

Variance files

Maps/FIRM/FHBM/FIS

Elevations Certificates (current version)

Benchmark data

MEETING WITH
COMMUNITY OFFICIALS

When was the most recent disaster?

How many structures were flooded?

Were any substantially damaged?

How many?

What were the rebuilding requirements?

Does the community maintain a database of 
substantially damaged structures?

Review and discussion of all structures and 
concerns found during floodplain tour
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COMMUNITY ASSISTANCE
CONTACT

Similar to CAVs except

TWDB contacts community by telephone or in 
person p

No floodplain tour

No on‐site meeting required but always an option


