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FLOODPLAIN MANAGEMENT 101

FEMA ELEVATION CERTIFICATES

Administrative tool of the NFIP

Used for policy rating

Support for map revisions and

THE ELEVATION CERTIFICATE

Support for map revisions and 
amendments

Certifies building elevations

Increases community compliance 

http://www.fema.gov/business/nfip/elvinst.shtm

After 12/31/74 and After 12/31/74 and 
On or After the Initial On or After the Initial 

INSURANCE RATING
PRE-FIRM AND POST-FIRM

On or Before 12/31/74On or Before 12/31/74
or Before the Initialor Before the Initial

Pre Post   

OO
FIRM DateFIRM DateFIRM DateFIRM Date
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Non‐SFHA Zones (B, C & X zones)

No elevation certificate needed 

P FIRM C t ti (SFHA Z )

WHEN TO ASK FOR AN
ELEVATION CERTIFICATE

Pre‐FIRM Construction (SFHA Zones)

Elevation certificate is optional

Post‐FIRM Construction (SFHA Zones)

Elevation certificate is required

A, AO, & AH w/o basements have optional “no 
elevation certificate” rates

Simple Subtraction

LFE ‐ Lowest Floor Elevation

CALCULATING THE
ELEVATION DIFFERENCE

BFE ‐ Base Flood Elevation

LFE – BFE = Elevation Difference

WHAT’S NEW?

Section A

Section C

Section D

Section E

Instructions

Expiration – February 28, 2009

Download @
http://www.fema.gov/business/nfip/elvinst.shtm
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SECTIONS A - G

SECTION A

Latitude/Longitude 

Horizontal Datum (NAD)

Building Diagram Number

Crawl Space/Enclosure/Attached Garage

Property Owner Information

Property Location

Property Description

Building Use
Crawl Space/Enclosure/Attached Garage 
Size & Flood Openings Information

SECTION B – FIRM 
INFORMATION

Community Name and Number

County Name/State

Map and Panel Number/Suffix

FIRM I d D t

Flood Zone

Base Flood Elevation (BFE)

BFE Source

Datum Used for BFEFIRM Index Date

FIRM Panel Effective/Revised Date

Datum Used for BFE

Coastal Barrier Resources System 
(CBRS) or Otherwise Protected Area 
(OPA)
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FLOOD INSURANCE RATE
MAP (FIRM)

Special Flood Hazard Area

One‐percent or greater chance of flooding in any 
given year (base flood)given year (base flood)

ONLINE FIRMS

Map Service Center  

www.msc.fema.gov

Based on Construction Drawings, etc.

Benchmark Utilized

Vertical Datum

SECTION C1 – BUILDING
ELEVATION INFORMATION

Conversion & Comments
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SECTION C2 – ELEVATION
INFORMATION

Elevation of Building Floors

Bottom of Horizontal Structural Member 

(V Zones)

h d ( f l b)

Machinery and/or Equipment

Adjacent Grade

Highest & Lowest

Attached Garage (top of slab)

MACHINERY AND/OR
EQUIPMENT

Furnaces

Hot water heaters

Heat pumps

Air conditioners

Elevators and their                                            
equipment

BUILDING DIAGRAMS
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SLAB ON GRADE

SLAB-ON-GRADE
WITHOUT ATTACHED GARAGE

SLAB-ON-GRADE, ONE-STORY
WITH ATTACHED GARAGE
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SLAB-ON-GRADE, ONE STORY
WITH ATTACHED GARAGE

SLAB-ON-GRADE, MULTI-
FLOOR ROW WITHOUT

ATTACHED GARAGE

SLAB-ON-GRADE, MULTI-
FLOOR ROW WITHOUT

ATTACHED GARAGE
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BUILDINGS WITH BASEMENTS

BASEMENT

Lowest Floor below grade on all sides

Any room or portion of a room

E S k li iEx: Sunken living room 

MULTI-FLOOR WITH
BASEMENT, WITHOUT

ATTACHED GARAGE
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TWO-STORY WITH BASEMENT, 
WITHOUT ATTACHED GARAGE

MULTI-FLOOR WITH
BASEMENT, WITHOUT

ATTACHED GARAGE

MULTI-FLOOR ON SLAB
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SLAB-ON-GRADE, SPLIT-
LEVEL WITHOUT ATTACHED

GARAGE

SLAB-ON-GRADE, SPLIT-
LEVEL WITHOUT ATTACHED

GARAGE

SPLIT LEVEL BUILDING, 
NOT ON SLAB
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SPLIT-LEVEL
WITHOUT ATTACHED GARAGE

SPLIT-LEVEL
WITHOUT ATTACHED GARAGE

ELEVATED BUILDINGS, NO
OBSTRUCTIONS BELOW

ELEVATED FLOOR
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ELEVATED BUILDINGS

Pilings

Posts

PiersPiers

Parallel Sheer Walls

MULTI-LEVEL ELEVATED ON
PILES, NO OBSTRUCTIONS

BELOW THE ELEVATED FLOOR

MANUFACTURED HOME
ELEVATED ON PIER

FOUNDATION
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ELEVATED BUILDINGS WITH
ENCLOSURE BELOW ELEVATED

FLOOR

ENCLOSURE

The portion of an elevated building below the 
Lowest Elevated Floor that is either partially or 
fully shut in by rigid walls.

VENTING

Permanent opening in a wall that allows the free 
passage of water in both directions, 
automatically, without human intervention.

A window, a door, or a garage door is not 
considered an opening.
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ENCLOSURE GUIDELINE FOR
ZONES A, AE, AO, AH

Floor of enclosed area below the lowest elevated 
floor is lowest floor if one or more of the 
following conditions are met:

Enclosed space is finished; or

Used for other than building access (stairs, 
elevators), parking or storage, or

Has walls that prevent the entry and exit of 
floodwaters

BREAKAWAY WALL

Not part of the structural support of the building.

Designed to collapse under specific lateral 
loading forces without causing damage to theloading forces without causing damage to the 
elevated portion of the building or foundation 
system.

ENCLOSURE GUIDELINE FOR
ZONES V AND VE

Has walls that prevent the entry and exit of 
floodwaters

Enclosed space is 300 square feet or more withEnclosed space is 300 square feet or more with 
breakaway walls

Has load‐bearing (supporting) walls.
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MULTI-LEVEL ELEVATED WITH
PARTIAL ENCLOSURE

TWO-STORY ELEVATED
WITH PARTIAL ENCLOSURE

MULTI-LEVEL ELEVATED
WITH PARTIAL ENCLOSURE
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ELEVATED BUILDING ON
ENCLOSURE

ELEVATED ON FOUNDATION
WALLS, ENCLOSED AREA
BELOW ELEVATED FLOOR

ELEVATED ON FOUNDATION
WALLS, ENCLOSED AREA
BELOW ELEVATED FLOOR
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ELEVATED BUILDING ON
CRAWL SPACE

ONE-STORY ON CRAWL SPACE
WITH ATTACHED GARAGE

SECTION D

Surveyor or Engineer Certification 
Information & Seal

Comment Section

Signature & Date
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SECTION E - ZONES A AND
AO WITHOUT BFE

Top of Bottom Floor

Diagrams 6 – 8 with Openings

Machinery and Equipment (top of 
platform)

Zone AO with no flood depth
Attached garage

Zone AO with no flood depth

SECTION F – PROPERTY
OWNER CERTIFICATION

Owner’s Representative

Zone A Without BFE and Zone AO

Comment Section

SECTION G – COMMUNITY
INFORMATION

Certificate completed by Community Official

Permit Information

Elevation Information

Comment Section
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ESTABLISHING THE LOWEST
FLOOR

Ask yourself:

What floor elevation is significant to 
the risk of this structure?

WHERE’S THE LOWEST
FLOOR?

WHERE’S THE LOWEST
FLOOR?
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WHERE’S THE LOWEST
FLOOR?

WHERE’S THE LOWEST
FLOOR?

WHERE’S THE LOWEST
FLOOR?
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WHERE’S THE LOWEST
FLOOR?


