January 14, 2016

TO: ALL POTENTIALLY INTERESTED PARTIES:

RE: Harris County Municipal Utility District No. 50 (DWSRF Project No. 62683) — Water
System Improvements

The attached document is being provided for your information. This is not a permit application.
No action is being requested from your agency and no response is required.

The attached document is an environmental determination issued by the Texas Water
Development Board (TWDB) for a proposed project to be funded through the TWDB. Pursuant
to the environmental assessment requirements of 31 Texas Administrative Code (TAC) Chapter
371, Subchapter E, the Executive Administrator of the TWDB has determined that the proposed
action described in the attached documents may be exempted from formal environmental review
requirements. A review by TWDB staff included a consideration of potential environmental
impacts and permitting requirements. If there were any concerns about particular regulations or
permits, the appropriate regulatory agency would have been contacted for clarification, and this
would be described in the attached environmental determination.

Comments regarding this determination may be submitted to the Director of Regional Water
Planning and Development, TWDB, P.O. Box 13231, Austin, Texas 78711-3231.



January 14, 2016

CATEGORICAL EXCLUSION
TO ALL INTERESTED AGENCIES AND PUBLIC GROUPS:

In accordance with the Texas Water Development Board (TWDB) environmental review process
established at 31 Texas Administrative Code (TAC) Chapter 371, Subchapter E, for projects to
be funded through the Drinking Water State Revolving Fund (DWSRF) Program and consistent
with the National Environmental Policy Act, 42 U.S. Code 84321, et seq., the Executive
Administrator of the TWDB has determined that the proposed action identified below may be
exempted from formal environmental review requirements:

Harris County Municipal Utility District No. 50, Harris County, Texas
Water Systems Improvements

DWSRF Project No. 62683

Total Estimated TWDB Commitment: $2,470,000

Total Amount of Loan Forgiveness: $1,034,409

Harris County Municipal Utility District #50 (District) is proposing to use funding from a
$2,470,000 DWSRF Program loan for the acquisition, design, and construction required to
implement improvements to the District’s water system. The proposed project is eligible for
additional subsidy (principal forgiveness) in an amount not to exceed $1,034,409. Specifically,
the District plans to: (1) evaluate the Crosby-Lynchburg well by performing a video survey of
the well, cleaning the well if necessary, installing a test pump, and conducting a pumping test to
determine the maximum capacity of the well; (2) inspect existing facilities, including all ground
storage tanks, piping, booster pumps, electrical systems, and disinfection systems; (3) replace 6-
inch water lines in Crosby-Lynchburg Road and 4-inch water lines in Magnolia Avenue with
larger lines to maintain Texas Commission on Environmental Quality’s (TCEQ’s) minimum
pressure requirements throughout the entire system; (4) construct a new booster pump building
with four 500 gallon per minute (gpm) booster pumps at the Crosby-Lynchburg Water Plant in
order to comply with TCEQ and Texas State Board of Insurance Regulations. The booster pump
building will be constructed on an existing site; and (5) construct a new 80,000 gallon ground
storage tank, a pump building to house three 200 gpm booster pumps as well as all disinfection
and electrical equipment, a 15,000 gallon hydro-pneumatic tank, and all associated piping at the
St. Charles Water Plant. All construction will occur on the existing St. Charles Water Plant site.
In addition, the project will require adequate isolation valves, fittings and all necessary
appurtenances, including pavement repairs.

Existing lines will be replaced by new lines in the same locations. The existing lines will be
removed. Environmental impacts should be similar to rehabilitation activities and limited to
those associated with excavation, pipe installation, and road repair. Board staff has reviewed the
Texas Historical Commission’s (THC) Archeological Sites Atlas. Three cemeteries and one
historical marker were identified within 1 mile of the proposed project area; therefore, formal



coordination with the THC was required. The THC provided concurrence that no historic
properties will be affected by the proposed project on December 14, 2015.

The construction of the new booster pump station will require clearing of vegetation within the
project area; therefore, formal coordination with the Texas Parks and Wildlife (TPWD) was
required. TPWD provided a response on December 15, 2015. Based on the project description,
the Wildlife Habitat Assessment Program does not anticipate significant adverse impacts to rare,
threatened or endangered species, or other fish and wildlife resources.

The project will not adversely impact wetlands or waters of the U.S. that are under the
jurisdiction of the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers. In addition, construction within existing
rights-of-ways and easements is not expected to impact threatened or endangered species habitat.

This decision is allowed because the specified project elements should not entail significant
adverse impacts to the quality of the human environment. Documentation supporting this
determination is on file at the TWDB.

This determination may be rescinded if it is found that:
(1) The project no longer meets the requirements for a CE as a result of changes in the
project;
(2) The project involves extraordinary circumstances as defined in 31 TAC Section 371.41;
or
(3) The project may violate or has violated federal, state, local, or tribal laws.

The project also must comply with the following standard emergency conditions:
e Standard emergency condition for the discovery of cultural resources; and,
e Standard emergency condition for the discovery of threatened and endangered species.

Comments regarding this determination may be submitted to the Director of Regional Water
Planning and Development, Texas Water Development Board, P.O. Box 13231, Austin, Texas
78711-3231.

Sincerely,

Jessica Zuba, Director

Regional Water Planning and Development

JDAZ: tb

Attachment
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Figure 3: USGS 7.5-Minute Topographic Quadrangle: Crosby and Highlands
Harris County MUD #50 Water Systems Improvements

DWSREF Project No. 62683

November 2015
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