
 
 

MEMORANDUM 
 
TO:  File 
 
FROM: Jessica Zuba, Director, Regional Water Planning and Development 
 
DATE: January 14, 2016 
 
SUBJECT: Pleasant Springs Water Supply Corporation, Anderson County, Texas   

Environmental Determination 
Proposed Water Well and Plant No. 2 
Rural Water Assistance Fund: Project No. 21737 (L1000221) 

 
The attached memorandum contains the staff’s views regarding the environmental 
soundness of the Pleasant Springs Water Supply Corporation (Corporation) proposed 
Water Well and Plant No. 2 project in Anderson County, Texas. This project will use 
planning, design, and construction funds from loan L1000221 from the Rural Water 
Assistance Fund (RWAF). The Texas Water Development Board (TWDB) committed 
this loan on January 23, 2014, in the amount of $1,135,000. The Corporation closed the 
loan on October 29, 2014.  
 
The proposed improvements to the Corporation’s existing water system include the 
construction of an additional water well and Plant No. 2 on the Corporation’s property 
located on Anderson County Road 2150. The proposed 1.111 acre project site is located 
approximately 360 feet east of the intersection of Anderson County Road 2150 and 
Anderson County Road 2101. The proposed improvements include the construction of a 
300 gallon per minute (gpm) water well, chlorination chamber, and a 100,000 gallon 
elevated storage tank. The proposed well will serve a population of approximately 1,500. 
 
Based on staff’s environmental review, I have determined that no significant adverse 
environmental impacts should result from the proposed project discussed in the attached 
Environmental Determination.  As required by 31 Texas Administrative Code §363.14, 
full consideration has been given to the views and comments of the requisite regulatory 
agencies and affected persons.  Based on this review, the following conditions have been 
developed in order to ensure that this TWDB funded project is environmentally sound 
and will not have any adverse impacts on the quality of the human environment: 
 

• Standard emergency condition for the discovery of cultural resources; and,  
• Standard emergency condition for the discovery of threatened and endangered 

species. 
 
With the addition of these conditions, the specified project elements above are 
environmentally sound and design and construction funds may be released once all other 
requirements are satisfied. 
 
Enclosure 
 



 
TO:  Jessica Zuba, Director, Regional Water Planning and Development 
 
THROUGH:  Nancy Richards, Manager, Team 4 – East (Regions H and I) 
 
FROM: Jean Devlin, Environmental Reviewer, Team 4 (Regions H and I) 
 
DATE: January 14, 2016 
 
SUBJECT: Environmental Summary 
  Pleasant Springs Water Supply Corporation, Anderson County, Texas 
  Water Well and Plant No. 2 
  Rural Water Assistance Fund: Project No. 21737 (L1000221) 
 
Pursuant to the environmental assessment requirements of 31 Texas Administrative Code 
(TAC) §363.14 of the Texas Water Development Board (TWDB) rules, I have conducted 
a review of the  Water Well and Plant No. 2 project proposed by the Pleasant Springs 
Water Supply Corporation (Corporation), Anderson County, Texas. This project will use 
planning, design, and construction funds from loan L1000221 from the Rural Water 
Assistance Fund (RWAF). The Texas Water Development Board (TWDB) committed 
this loan on January 23, 2014. The Corporation closed the loan on October 29, 2014 for 
$1,135,000.  
 
Purpose and Need1 
 
The purpose of the proposed project is to provide additional water and storage capacity 
for the existing system. The proposed water well and Plant No. 2 will be located adjacent 
to existing water distribution lines within the service area of the system. There are 
currently 305 existing meters served by the water system. The existing water system 
includes a 300 gallon per minute (gpm) water well, total ground storage of 55,000 
gallons, and a pressure tank capacity of 11,000 gallons.  
 
Background 
 
The Corporation purchased a property for the proposed water well and plant site located 
on Anderson County Road 2150. This site was purchased based on elevation and ground 
water conditions. The proposed water well plant will be located adjacent to existing water 
distribution lines within the existing service area of the system. There will be no 
additional water lines installed or new water customers added as part of this project. The 
proposed project involves the planning, design, and construction of an additional well and 
Plant No. 2 in Anderson County.  
 
Project Description 
 
The proposed improvements to the Corporation’s existing water system include the 
                                                 
1 Pleasant Springs Water Supply Corporation (December 11, 2015). Environmental Data Form (Prepared 
by Cross-Tex Engineers, Inc.). Received by TWDB on December 16, 2015.   



construction of an additional water well and Plant No. 2 on the Corporation’s property 
located on Anderson County Road 2150. The proposed 1.111 acre project site is located 
approximately 360 feet east of the intersection of Anderson County Road 2150 and 
Anderson County Road 2101. The proposed improvements include constructing a 300 
gpm water well, chlorination chamber, and a 100,000 gallon elevated storage tank. The 
proposed well will provide supply capacity to serve a population of approximately 1,500 
persons. The total estimated cost for this project is $1,135,000. The planning, design, and 
construction phases of this project will be funded by TWDB. Based on the Corporation’s 
current cost of debt, a user rate increase is not anticipated for the proposed project.   
 
Reviews by Regulatory Agencies and Resulting Conditions 
 
Cross-Tex Engineers, Inc., on behalf of the Corporation, coordinated with the following 
federal and state regulatory agencies: Texas Parks and Wildlife Department (TPWD), 
Wildlife Division, Wildlife Habitat Assessment Program; U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 
(USACE), Galveston District; Texas Historical Commission (THC); Texas Commission 
on Environmental Quality (TCEQ). No adverse comments were received. A summary of 
the correspondence has been provided below.  
 
Texas Parks and Wildlife Department, Wildlife Division, Wildlife Habitat Assessment 
Program  
 
The TPWD, Wildlife Division, Wildlife Habitat Assessment Program reviewed the 
proposed project and provided a response dated April 30, 2015 (Project No. 34528). 
Based on the project description, the TPWD does not anticipate significant adverse 
impacts to rare, threatened or endangered species, or other fish and wildlife resources.  
 
The RWAF loan is conditioned to read that if a threatened or endangered species is 
encountered during construction, the Contractor will immediately cease work in the area 
of the encounter and notify the Owner, who will immediately implement actions in 
accordance with the Endangered Species Act (ESA) and applicable State statutes. These 
actions shall include reporting the encounter to the TWDB, the U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service, and the Texas Parks and Wildlife Department, obtaining any necessary 
approvals or permits to enable the work to continue, or implement other mitigation 
actions. The Contractor shall not resume construction in the area of encounter until all 
necessary permits have been obtained.   
 
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Fort Worth District 
 
The USACE provided a response letter dated July 30, 2015 (Project Number SWF-2015-
00277) stating that the project will not involve activities subject to the requirements of 
Section 404 of the Clean Water Act (CWA). Therefore, it will not require Department of 
the Army authorization pursuant to Section 404 of the CWA and/or Section 10 of the 
Rivers and Harbors Act.  
 
 



 
Texas Historical Commission 
 
The THC was provided an opportunity to review the proposed project and provided a 
response dated March 16, 2010 proving concurrence that no historic properties will be 
affected by the proposed project.  
 
The RWAF loan is conditioned to read that if archeological sites are discovered during 
construction, work will cease immediately in that area and the Corporation will notify the 
THC and the TWDB of the discovery.  The THC and the TWDB will then proceed in 
accordance with the regulations of the Advisory Council on Historic Preservation (36 
CFR Part 800) prior to taking any action which would affect the cultural resources. 
 
Texas Commission on Environmental Quality  
 
The TCEQ received a letter dated August 14, 2015, from Cross-Tex Engineers, Inc., 
submitting planning materials for the proposed well No. 2 for the Corporation. Based on 
the review of information submitted, the TCEQ concluded that the proposed project 
generally meets the minimum requirements of Title 30 TAC Chapter 290 – Rules and 
Regulation for Public Water Systems and is conditionally approved for construction 
provided that the project meets the following requirements:  
 

• Well heads and vents shall be at least two feet above the highest known 
watermark or 100-year flood elevation, if available, or adequately protected from 
possible flood damage by levees as required in 30 TAC §290.41(c)(3)(K).  

• Per 30 TAC §290.41(c)(3)(L), if a well blow-off line is provided, its discharge 
shall terminate in a downward direction and at a point which will not be 
submerged by flood waters.  

• A suitable sampling cock shall be provided on the discharge pipe of each well 
pump prior to any treatment specified in 30 TAC §290.41(c)(3)(M).  

• In accordance with 30 TAC §290.41(c)(3)(N), flow-measuring devices shall be 
provided for each well to measure production yields and provide for accumulation 
of water production data. These devices shall be located to facilitate daily reading.  

• All completed well units shall be protected by intruder-resistant fences, the gates 
of which are provided with locks or shall be enclosed in locked, ventilated well 
houses to exclude possible contamination or damage to the facilities by 
trespassers. These gates or well houses shall be locked during periods of darkness 
and when the plant is unattended per 30 TAC §290.41(c)(3)(O).  

 
Conditions and Recommendation 
 
Full consideration has been given to the views and comments of the requisite regulatory 
agencies and affected persons. Based on a detailed environmental review consistent with 
31 TAC §363.14, the following conditions have been developed in order to ensure that 
this TWDB funded project is environmentally sound and will not have any adverse 
impacts on the quality of the human environment: 



 
• Standard emergency condition for the discovery of cultural resources; and,  
• Standard emergency condition for the discovery of threatened and endangered 

species. 
 
With the addition of these conditions, I recommend that the Executive Administrator find 
the specified project elements above to be environmentally sound and that design and 
construction funds be released once other requirements are satisfied. 
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