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TO:   Board Members 
 
THROUGH:  Jeff Walker, Executive Administrator  

Todd Chenoweth, General Counsel 
Jessica Zuba, Deputy Executive Administrator, Water Supply & 
Infrastructure 
 

FROM:  Kevin Smith, Planner, Regional Water Planning 
   Sarah Backhouse, Manager, Regional Water Planning 
 
DATE:   December 5, 2019 
 
SUBJECT: Minor Amendment to the 2016 Region C Regional Water Plan  
 
 
ACTION REQUESTED 
Consider approving the adopted minor amendment to the 2016 Region C Regional Water 
Plan (RWP) and authorizing the Executive Administrator to hold the associated public 
hearing.  
 
BACKGROUND 
At its June 24, 2019 meeting, the Region C Regional Water Planning Group (RWPG) 
approved the City of Springtown’s (City) request for a minor amendment determination 
from the Executive Administrator (EA) to amend the 2016 Region C RWP to add 
components and revise the capital cost of the City’s Lake Intake Modification water 
management strategy project (WMSP). The amendment also updates the name of the 
WMSP to the Springtown Surface Water Treatment Plant and Supply project.  
 
The City obtained a 2017 State Water Implementation Fund for Texas (SWIFT) 
commitment to construct two new wells into the Trinity Aquifer. New City administration 
requested a change to the project scope due to compliance issues at the surface water 
treatment plant and the City not utilizing full surface water supply available from current 
take or pay wholesale water contract. A change in scope for component currently included 
with RWP was approved by the Board at the November 21, 2019 Board meeting. Funding 
for other projects under the 2017 SWIFT prioritization cycle would not be affected by this 
change. Approval of this RWP and associated 2017 State Water Plan (SWP) amendment 
will allow the City to utilize 2017 SWIFT funds for the revised intake components not 
currently in the plan. The components of the recommended Lake Intake Modification 
WMSP in the 2016 Region C RWP did not include expansion of the water treatment plant or 
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booster station improvements. The RWP amendment incorporates these components and 
associated capital costs into the project. A WMSP with capital costs and all associated 
components must be in the most-recently adopted RWP and SWP for an entity to be eligible 
for SWIFT. Springtown will need to request a change of scope from the Board following 
amendments to the RWP and SWP to incorporate the additional project components in the 
commitment. 
 
Amendment materials were submitted to the Texas Water Development Board (TWDB) on 
July 26, 2019. On August 14, 2019, the EA provided a written determination that the 
proposed project constitutes a minor amendment (Attachment A).  
 
The recommended WMSP constitutes a minor amendment under 31 Texas Administrative 
Code (TAC) §357.51(c), based on the amendment having met the following criteria: 
 

1. Does not result in over-allocation of an existing or planned source of water. 
2. Does not relate to a new reservoir. 
3. Does not increase unmet needs or produce new unmet needs in the adopted 

regional water plan. 
4. Does not have a significant effect on instream flows, environmental flows, or 

freshwater flows to bays and estuaries. 
5. Does not have a significant substantive impact on water planning or previously 

adopted management strategies. 
6. Does not delete or change any legal requirements of the plan. 

 
On October 7, 2019, a public meeting was held with a two-week public comment period on 
the proposed amendment before and after the public meeting. The RWPG adopted the 
minor amendment on October 7, 2019. No written public comments were received. 
 
The Surface Water Treatment Plant and Supply project has a total capital cost of 
approximately $2.4 million and includes improvements to the existing raw water pump 
station and water treatment plant booster station as well as increasing the water treatment 
plant treatment capacity from 1.0 MGD to 1.5 MGD. The amendment incorporates 
additional capital costs but does not change the total strategy supply volume of any related 
water management strategies.  
 
KEY ISSUES  

1. On October 29, 2019, the Region C RWPG submitted the required written 
documentation of their adopted minor amendment, including an addendum to the 
2016 Region C RWP to the TWDB (Attachment B). 

2. The EA has reviewed the adopted amendment and determined that the statutory 
and rule requirements have been met. 

3. If approved, an associated amendment to the 2017 SWP will be presented for the 
Board’s consideration following a 30-day notice period and public hearing in 
accordance with 31 TAC §358.4 (a). 
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RECOMMENDATION 
The EA recommends approval of the minor amendment to the 2016 Region C RWP and 
authorization to hold the associated 2017 SWP public hearing. The recommended project 
meets the minor amendment criteria in the agency’s administrative rules and statute, and 
the planning group has submitted the required documentation.  
 
Attachments:  

A. August 14, 2019 EA minor amendment determination response letter  
B. Adopted minor amendment documentation, including the addendum to 

the 2016 Region C RWP 
 
 



August 14, 2019 

Mr. Kevin Ward, Chair 
Region C Regional Water Planning Group 
c/o Trinity River Authority 
5300 South Collins St. 
Arlington, Texas 76018 

Dear Mr. Ward: 

Texas Water 
Development Board 

P.O. Box 13231, 1700 N. Congress Ave. 
Austin, TX 78711-3231, www.twdb.texas.gov 
Phone (512) 463-7847, Fax (512) 475-2053 

I have reviewed Region C's request, and based on the request and supporting materials, I have 
determined that amending the Region C Regional Water Plan (RWP) to revise the components and 
capital cost of the City of Springtown Surface Water Treatment Plant and Supply water 
management strategy project (formerly the Springtown Lake Intake Modifications project) 
constitutes a minor amendment under 31 Texas Administrative Code (TAC) §357.51(c). 

If the Region C Regional Water Planning Group adopts the proposed minor amendment, the 
planning group will need to: 

1. provide the Texas Water Development Board (TWDB) with documentation of the planning
group action adopting this minor amendment,

2. issue and distribute an addendum to the 2016 Region C RWP updating the plan accordingly,
3. provide the TWDB with updated 0817 data to reflect all the associated changes to the 2016

Region C RWP and the 2017 State Water Plan, and
4. provide the TWDB with an updated recommended project prioritization list.

After receipt of all required information, the Board will consider approving the amendment at a 
regularly scheduled meeting, and then may amend the 2017 State Water Plan, as appropriate. 

If Region C makes any substantive changes to the project components or configuration during the 
minor amendment process, the TWDB will need to review the modified proposed amendment to 
ensure that any other changes still meet all of the criteria under 31 TAC §357.51(c). 

If you have any questions concerning this approval or its associated requirements, please contact 
Kevin Smith, Region C Project Manager, at 512-475-1561. 

ff Walker� 
Executive Administrator 

cc: David Miller, City Administrator, City of Springtown 
Kevin Smith, TWDB 
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