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TO:   Board Members 
 
THROUGH:	 	 Jeff Walker, Executive Administrator 
   John T. Dupnik, P.G., Deputy Executive Administrator, Water Science  

and Conservation 
   Todd Chenoweth, General Counsel 
 
FROM:	 	 Josh Sendejar, Municipal Conservation 
	 	 	 John Sutton, Manager, Municipal Water Conservation	
 
DATE: August 22, 2019 
 
SUBJECT:	 	 Appointments to the Water Conservation Advisory Council	
 
 
ACTION	REQUESTED	
Consider appointing members to the Water Conservation Advisory Council. 
 
BACKGROUND	
The Texas Legislature created the Water Conservation Advisory Council (council) in 2007 
to provide the Governor, Lieutenant Governor, Speaker of the House, Texas Legislature, 
Texas Water Development Board (TWDB), Texas Commission on Environmental Quality, 
political subdivisions, and the public with the resource of a select council with expertise in 
water conservation. The council is composed of volunteers representing 23 different 
interest groups. Texas Water Code, Chapter 10, directs the Board to appoint members of 
the council to staggered, six-year terms ending in odd years.  
 
KEY	ISSUES	
Eight terms expired on August 31, 2019: seven representing interest groups defined in 
statute and one representing the Texas State Soil and Water Conservation Board. TWDB 
staff solicited nominations to fill these vacancies via correspondence with interest group 
representatives, professional organizations and regional water planning groups, and by 
posting notice to the council’s website. The deadline for nominations was July 8, 2019, and 
a total of 13 individuals received nominations (Attachment A). In addition, the Texas State 
Soil and Water Conservation Board submitted a letter designating their representative to 
the council.  
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RECOMMENDATION	
Based on their individual commitment to and expertise in water conservation, the 
Executive Administrator recommends appointing the following persons to represent the 
indicated groups with terms to expire August 31, 2025.  
 

Interest Group: Nominee: 
Groundwater Conservation Districts Leah Martinsson 
Irrigation Districts Wayne Halbert 
Institutional Water Users Bill Hoffman 
Professional Organizations Focused on  
Water Conservation 

Sarah Roundtree Schlessinger 

Agricultural Groups Milton “Charles” Ring 
Mining and Recovery of Minerals CJ Tredway 
Water Control and Improvement Districts Dustan Compton 
Texas State Soil and Water  
Conservation Board 

John Foster 

 
 
 
Attachment(s):  
 
Attachment A: Summary of Nominations 
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Nominated Individual: Nominee Title: Nominee Entity: Nominated By: Comments:

John Foster Policy Advisor/
Inergovernmental Affairs

Texas State Soil & Water
Conservation Board

Rox Isom

As a named entity with representation on the Council, the 
TSSWCB is able to designate their own representative on the 
Council. John Foster is the current representative and has 
been re-nominated by the ED of the TSSWCB. 

Charles Ahrens Water Resources Director Edwards Aquifer Authority Roland Ruiz 
(Edwards Aquifer Authority)

Over 30 years of experience in water resources and water 
conservation. 

Leah Martinsson Executive Director
Texas Alliance of
Groundwater Districts (TAGD)

C.E. Williams 
(Panhandle GCD)
Dirk Aaron 
(Texas Alliance of Groundwater Districts)
Sarah Schlessinger 
(Texas Water Foundation)
Steve Walthour 
(North Plains GCD)
Sherilyn Plentl 
(Brazoria County GCD)
Amanda Maloukis 
(Rusk County GCD)

Terrell Graham Board Member Goliad County GCD Heather Sumpter 
(Goliad County GCD)

Board Member for the Goliad GCD with engineering and 
agricultural experience. 

Victoria Whitehead General Counsel High Plains WD Jason Coleman, P.E. 

Serves as General Counsel for the HPWD. 
Has experience with several legislative leaders focusing on 
issues relating to groundwater, agriculture, energy, and 
natrual resources.

Irrigation Districts

Wayne Halbert Consultant Harlingen Irrigation District Tom McLemore 

Current representative for Irrigation Districts. 
Served as the General Manager of the Harlingen 
and Adams Gardens Irrigation Districts for 30 years. 
Also involved with the Texas Irrigation Council.

Kyle W. Miller 
(Wichita Co. Water Improvement District) 

Institutional Water Users

Bill Hoffman, P.E. President Hoffman & Associates, LLC. Tim Loftus, Ph.D.
(Texas State Univ.)

Currently serves on the Council for Institutional Water Users. 
Decades worth of experience in instituional applications for 
water conservation. 

Tommy O'Brien, P.E. Director of Water
Resource Planning

City of Abilene Self-Nomination

Director of Water Resource Planning for the City of Abilene. 
Has experience in reuse and capital infrastructure, and also 
served on the Region G Water Planning Group. Self-
nomination does not  provide details pertaining to the 
interest group in his self-nomination.

Sarah Rountree 
Schlessinger

Executive Director Texas Water Foundation Carole Baker
Current Executive Director of the Texas Water Foundation. 
Previous Executive Director of TAGD and representative for 
the GCDs on the WCAC.

C.E. Williams
(Panhandle GCD)

Agricultural Groups

Milton "Charles" Ring Farmer/President Self/San Patricio County 
Groundwater District

Jay Bragg
(Texas Farm Bureau)

Owns a farming operation in San Patricio County, where he 
irrigates corn, cotton, and grain sorghum crops. Also served 
in leadership capacities for various groups including: San 
Patricio County Farm Bureau, San Patricio County 
Groundwater Conservation District, and a voting member on 
the Region N Water Planning Group. 

Steve Verett 
(Plains Cotton Growers, Inc.)
David Gibson 
(Texas Corn Producers Assocation)

Summary of WCAC Nominations 2019

Texas State Soil and Water Conservation Board (TSSWCB)

Groundwater Conservation Districts

Current Executive Director of TAGD. Has 15 years previous 
experience as a water rights attorney with GCD's in 
Colorado. 

Professional Organizations Focused on Water Conservation
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Nominated Individual: Nominee Title: Nominee Entity: Nominated By: Comments:

C.J. Tredway Consultant Texas Oil & Gas Association Tulsi Oberbeck

Current representative for Mining and Recovery of Minerals 
interest group on the Council. Has over 25 years of 
experience in Texas water policy in relation to the oil and gas 
industry. 

Ty Embrey Attorney/Principal Lloyd Gosselink 
Rochelle & Townsend

Chesley Blevins 
(Texas Mining & Reclamation Association)

Attorney with the law firm Lloyd Gosselink Rochelle & 
Townsend. Has exceptional experience providing legal 
consulative services to a variety of interests including GCDs, 
WSCs, and investor-owned utilities. Worked with trade 
organizations including TCEQ, Railroad Commission, and 
TWDB. Also served as General Counsel for Texas Senate 
Natural Resources Committee, Texas Water Advisory 
Council, and the Joint Senate-House Committee on Water 
Resources. 

Dustan Compton Regional Program Manager Tarrant Regional Water
District

Linda Christie
(Tarrant Regional Water District)

Regional Program Manager for the Tarrant Regional 
Water District. Currently serves as the Alternate for
the WCID interest group on the WCAC and Chair of 
the Wholesale Workgroup. 

Traci Peterson 
(City of Arlington)
Micah Reed 
(City of Fort Worth) 

Summary of WCAC Nominations 2019

Water Control and Improvement Districts (WCID)

Mining and Recovery of Minerals
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