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TO:  Board Members 

THROUGH: Jeff Walker, Executive Administrator 
John T. Dupnik, P.G., Deputy Executive Administrator, Water 
Science & Conservation 

FROM: Mindy M. Conyers, Ph.D., Natural Resources Specialist, Surface Water 
Carla G. Guthrie, Ph.D., Director, Surface Water 

DATE: September 20, 2018 

SUBJECT: The Board will receive public comments on the Draft State Flood 
Assessment 

ACTION REQUESTED 
No action is required by the Board. This item is to receive public comments on the Draft 
State Flood Assessment. 

BACKGROUND 
With funding provided by the 85th Texas Legislature, the Texas Water Development Board 
(TWDB) sought to better understand flood planning, mitigation needs, and associated costs 
for communities across the state. Throughout March and April, staff conducted extensive 
outreach to local, regional, state, and federal entities with flood-related responsibilities and 
offered opportunities for input and engagement through stakeholder workshops, one-on-
one meetings, relevant conferences, an online survey, and communications posted online 
and distributed via TWDB’s social media platforms. Outreach efforts gathered information 
on community-specific flood risks; current and forthcoming flood mitigation, planning, and 
protection activities; financial needs tied to those activities; policy considerations; and, the 
future of flood planning in Texas.  

Over 1,000 Texans completed the survey, 30 percent of whom serve as floodplain 
administrators for communities participating in the National Flood Insurance Program. A 
second survey, sent to those who identified their willingness to provide more information, 
garnered supplemental details from 201 stakeholders. Additionally, workshops held in 
Arlington, Austin, Corpus Christi, El Paso, Houston, Lubbock, McAllen, and Nacogdoches 
gave Texans the opportunity to provide feedback in person through comment cards and 
station activities. Two hundred and sixty-eight individuals participated in the workshop 
series. 
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KEY ISSUES 
The Draft State Flood Assessment compiles preliminary findings and stakeholder priorities 
related to flood risk mapping, planning, mitigation, and awareness across the state. 
Stakeholder involvement has been a critical component of every step of this effort.  

The draft assessment was posted online at www.TexasFloodAssessment.com for public 
review and comment on September 17, 2018. The public review and comment period will 
remain open until 5:00 p.m. on October 3, 2018. Comments may be submitted via email to 
PUBLIC-COMMENT@twdb.texas.gov or to the following postal mail address:  

State Flood Assessment Public Comments 
Texas Water Development Board 
1700 North Congress Avenue, P.O. Box 13231 
Austin, TX 78711-3231 

Additionally, the Board will receive comments from the public on the assessment at the 
October 3, 2018, Board meeting.  

CONCLUSION 
Following consideration of public comments, the Executive Administrator will present a 
final version of the State Flood Assessment for consideration and adoption at a subsequent 
Board meeting in order to deliver the assessment to the Texas Legislature prior to the start 
of the 86th Legislative Session. 
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