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TO:   Board Members 
 
THROUGH:  Jeff Walker, Executive Administrator 

John T. Dupnik, P.G., Deputy Executive Administrator, Water Science 
and Conservation 
Todd Chenoweth, General Counsel 
Rebecca Trevino, Chief Financial Officer 

 
FROM:  Nathan Leber, Manager, TexMesonet and Hydrosurvey 
 
DATE: September 6, 2018 
 
SUBJECT:  Rate schedule for conducting hydrographic surveys 
 
 
ACTION REQUESTED 
Consider approving the customer rate schedule for conducting hydrographic surveys. By 
rule, the customer rate schedule must be approved every two years. 
 
BACKGROUND 
In 1991, the 72nd Texas Legislature authorized the Texas Water Development Board 
(TWDB) to create the hydrographic survey program, whose purpose is to conduct reservoir 
volumetric and sedimentation surveys (Texas Water Code §15.804). The program is a user-
fee supported activity with survey fees based on a standard rate schedule. TWDB 
administrative rules for the hydrographic survey program (31 Texas Administrative Code 
Chapter 377) were adopted effective April 3, 1992, and are amended as necessary. Since 
the inception of the program, over 180 reservoir surveys have been conducted across 
Texas, providing crucial information needed to estimate the rates at which reservoir 
storage capacity in Texas is being lost due to sediment deposition.  
 
The hydrographic survey program’s rate schedule (Attachment B) is reviewed at least once 
every two years by the Executive Administrator and presented to the Board for approval. 
TWDB rules require that the rate schedule allow TWDB to adequately recover costs 
necessary to conduct the program, including capital equipment costs, operating expenses, 
and personnel salaries. Capital items such as boats, motors, trucks, and surveying 
equipment are used heavily by the program and require replacement approximately every 
5 to 10 years. Any surplus balance resulting from active years allows the program to cover 
costs in less active years that can occur during drought. 
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