Texas Water
Development Board

P.O. Box 13231, 1700 N. Congress Ave.
Austin, TX 78711-3231, www.twdb.texas.gov
Phone (512) 463-7847, Fax (512) 475-2053

TO: Board Members

THROUGH: Darrell Nichols, Assistant Executive Administrator
Les Trobman, General Counsel
Jetf Walker, Deputy Executive Administrator,
Water Supply & Infrastructure

FROM: Matt Nelson, Director, Water Use Projections & Planning

DATE: May 5, 2016

SUBJECT: Amendment to State Water Plan for Approved Region M Amendment.
ACTION REQUESTED

Consider amending the 2012 State Water Plan to incorporate an amendment to the 2011 Region
M Regional Water Plan relating to the Hidalgo County Drainage District No. 1.

BACKGROUND
At their March 21, 2016 meeting, the Board approved the adopted amendment to the 2011
Region M Regional Water Plan (Attachment 1).

The Region M major amendment added a recommended water management strategy (WMS) for
Hidalgo County Drainage District No. 1°s Delta Watershed Project. The Delta Watershed Project
WMS will develop two off-channel reservoirs to provide a total of 6,017 acre-feet per year for
municipal and agricultural water users at a capital cost of $58,199,000.

KEY ISSUES

1. The amendment to the 2012 State Water Plan being recommended is to incorporate the
amendment to the 2011 Region M Regional Water Plan that was approved by the Board
on March 21, 2016. The changes to the 2012 State Water Plan are summarized in
Attachment 2.

2. A public hearing on amending the 2012 State Water Plan, as required by 31 TAC
§358.4(a), was held on May 2, 2016.

3. Comments received will be presented to the Board for consideration associated with the
potential amendment to the State Water Plan.

4. 1If approved, this sixth amendment to the 2012 State Water Plan will be incorporated into
the 2012 State Water Plan as Amendment No. 6 as shown in Attachment 2.
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RECOMMENDATION
The Executive Administrator recommends approval of this item.

This recommendation has been reviewed by legal counsel and complies with applicable statutes
and TWDB rules.

Attachments:
1. March 21, 2016 Board Item regarding approval of a major amendment to the 2011
Region M Regional Water Plan
2. Draft Water for Texas 2012: Amendment #6
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Texas Water
Development Board

P.O. Box 13231, 1700 N. Congress Ave.
Austin, TX 78711-3231, www.twdb.texas.gov
Phone (512) 463-7847, Fax (512) 475-2053

TO: Board Members

THROUGH: Kevin Patteson, Executive Administrator
Les Trobman, General Counsel
Jetf Walker, Deputy Executive Administrator
Water Supply & Infrastructure

FROM: Connie Townsend, Regional Water Planning
DATE: March 7, 2016
SUBJECT: Major Amendment to the 2011 Region M Regional Water Plan, relating to the

Hidalgo County Drainage District No. 1.

ACTION REQUESTED

Consider approving the adopted major amendment to the 2011 Region M Regional Water Plan;
and authorizing the Executive Administrator to develop the corresponding amendment to the
2012 State Water Plan, with associated public hearing, as appropriate per 31 Texas
Administrative Code (TAC) §357.51(g).

BACKGROUND

At the January 22, 2014 meeting of the Region M Regional Water Planning Group (Group), the
Group approved Hidalgo County Drainage District No. 1 (HCDD1’s) request to initiate an
amendment process to add a recommended water management strategy (WMS) for HCDD1’s
Delta Watershed Project. Following the required public comment periods and public hearing, the
Group adopted the major amendment at their April 30, 2014 meeting, contingent upon provision
of additional information for a hydrologic variance to the Nueces-Rio Grande water availability
model (WAM) in response to TWDB comments on the draft amendment. After Texas
Commission on Environmental Quality’s (TCEQ) review of the updated Nueces-Rio Grande
WAM and TWDB’s approval of a hydrologic variance, Region M responded to TWDB draft
amendment comments and submitted a final amendment, with documented Region M actions, to
TWDB on January 15, 2016.

The Delta Watershed Project WMS will develop two off-channel reservoirs to provide a total of
6,017 acre-feet per year for use by municipal and agricultural water users. The existing off-
channel reservoir expansion plus the construction of a water treatment plant will provide 3,739
acre-feet of water per year at a capital cost of $25.9 million. The other proposed off-channel
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reservoir construction and associated water treatment plant and transmission infrastructure
construction will provide another 2,278 acre-feet per year at a capital cost of $28.9 million.

This project will require a new water right appropriation from TCEQ and TCEQ staff has

worked with the HCDD1 during this amendment process to incorporate the Nueces-Rio Grande
model revisions into the official version of this WAM. The HCDD1 has indicated that they are
pursuing this amendment to the 2011 Region M Regional Water Plan to assist with the process of
obtaining the new water right permit from TCEQ. A more detailed description of the strategy is
provided in Attachment A.

KEY ISSUES

1. The Region M Regional Water Planning Group submitted to the TWDB on January 15,
2016, the required written documentation of their adopted major amendment, including
an addendum to the 2011 Region M Water Plan (Attachment A).

2. The EA has reviewed the adopted amendment and determined that statutory and rule
requirements have been met.

3. If approved, an associated amendment to the 2012 State Water Plan will be presented for
the Board’s consideration following a 30-day notice period and public hearing in
accordance with 31TAC §358.4(a).

RECOMMENDATION
The Executive Administrator recommends approval of this item.

This recommendation has been reviewed by legal counsel and is in compliance with applicable
statutes and TWDB rules.

Attachment:
A. Major amendment documentation, including the addendum to the 2011 Region M

Regional Water Plan.
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