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TO:   Board Members 
 

THROUGH:  Kevin Patteson, Executive Administrator 
  Robert E. Mace, Ph.D., P.G., Deputy Executive Administrator, Water  

  Science and Conservation 
  
FROM: Sanjeev Kalaswad, Ph.D., P.G., Director, Conservation and Innovative 

 Water Technologies 
 
DATE:  January 26, 2015 
 
SUBJECT: Briefing and discussion on U.S. Bureau of Reclamation’s collaborative 

activities with Texas Water Development Board 
 
ACTION REQUESTED 
 
No action needed. This is a briefing and discussion on collaborative activities with the U.S. 
Bureau of Reclamation. 
 
BACKGROUND 

The U.S. Bureau of Reclamation and the Texas Water Development Board (TWDB) have a long 
history of shared activities in Texas. Since its inception in 1902, the bureau has been involved 
with water resource planning, design, and construction in the state, particularly in the 1950s, 
when at one point the agency had about 100 employees in its Austin office. 
 
In more recent years, the TWDB has been working closely with the U.S. Bureau of Reclamation 
on desalination and water reuse research projects that leverage TWDB leadership or in-kind 
support and make use of the Bureau of Reclamation’s expertise. This ensures that activities 
undertaken have value and meet the state’s needs, while at the same time promoting 
collaborative partnerships that facilitate maintenance of expertise and skills at both the state and 
federal levels. Examples of completed and ongoing projects include the variable source 
desalination pilot project conducted in Brownsville, a desktop desalination cost study, and an 
engineered wetland project with the City of Waco.  

KEY ISSUES 
 
Staff from the U.S. Bureau of Reclamation will present information highlighting the 
collaborative accomplishments of our two agencies and plans to continue these activities into the 
future. 


