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TO:  Board Members 
 
THROUGH: Kevin Patteson, Executive Administrator 
  Robert E. Mace, Deputy Executive Administrator, Water Science & Conservation 
 
FROM: Cameron Turner, Team Lead, Agricultural Water Conservation 
 
DATE: January 26, 2015 
 
SUBJECT: Fiscal Year 2015 funding for the Texas Alliance for Water Conservation project 
 
 
ACTION REQUESTED 
Consider authorizing the Executive Administrator to amend Agricultural Water Conservation 
Grant Contract with Texas Tech University to include an additional amount not to exceed $1.8 
million from the Agricultural Water Conservation Fund. 
 
BACKGROUND 
Senate Bill 1, Rider 22, passed during the regular session of the 83rd Texas Legislature 
appropriated $3.6 million from the Agricultural Water Conservation Fund and directed the Texas 
Water Development Board to provide $1.8 million in each fiscal year of the current biennium in 
the form of grant(s) to the Texas Alliance for Water Conservation demonstration project.  
TWDB approved the first $1.8 million during a Board meeting on October 17, 2013, and the 
Executive Administrator executed a contract with Texas Tech University, the designated political 
subdivision for the project, on January 28, 2014. 
 
The Texas Alliance for Water Conservation project involves research and demonstrations of 
water conserving technologies in the Southern High Plains of Texas, an area overlying the 
Ogallala Aquifer.  TWDB originally funded this long-term demonstration project in September 
2004 through a $6,224,775 agricultural water conservation grant to Texas Tech University.  This 
initial phase of the project (Phase I), funded through Agricultural Water Conservation Grant 
Contract #0503580014, expired in August 2014.  The additional funding provided through 
Senate Bill 1, Rider 22, extends the Texas Alliance for Water Conservation project through the 
2018 irrigation season with contract expiration on August 31, 2020. 
 
KEY ISSUES 
Following Board approval, the Executive Administrator will amend Agricultural Water 
Conservation Grant Contract #1413581688 with Texas Tech University, increasing the TWDB 
funding commitment to $3.6 million from the Agricultural Water Conservation Fund.  This is the 
second $1.8 million required by Senate Bill 1, Rider 22. 



Board Members 
January 26, 2015 
Page 2 

 
 

 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
The Executive Administrator recommends approval of this item. 
 
Legal counsel has reviewed this recommendation and the action requested is within the authority 
of the Board. 
 
 
 
 
__________________________ 
Les Trobman 
General Counsel 


